Warnings of Deception From Peter & Jude
Romans 16:17-20

Well, in the previous two messages we have looked at the warnings regarding deception
which were made by both the Lord Jesus Christ and the apostle Paul just prior to their
final departure from the presence of the disciples-the urgency and seriousness with which
they viewed deception and false teaching in the “last days” is hopefully by now, clearly
obvious from the Scriptures.

Today, we are going to continue with the theme of deception and false teaching by
looking at the letters of Peter & Jude. One of my main goals over the past couple of
weeks has been to establish that there are clear warnings given to us in Scripture,
prophetic warnings that need to be carefully thought about and examined.

The springboard, if you will, for the last two messages and the one that you are going to
hear today have come from Paul’s final warning given in the book of Romans 16:17-20 to
the first century church in Rome just prior to his departure.

Turn with me again if you have your Bibles to Romans 16:17-20 (read). Last week, we
looked at warnings of deception from Paul and the week before, warnings of deception
from Jesus, but we’re not done. Turn with me to 2 Peter 1:12-2 Peter 2:3 (read).

Peter's Parting Concerns

12 Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you
already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you.

13 I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of
reminder, 14 knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our
Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me.

15 And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure you will be able to call
these things to mind. 16 For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses
of His majesty. 17 For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an
utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, "This is My beloved Son with
whom I am well-pleased.”

18 and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on

the holy mountain. 19 So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which

you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and
the morning star arises in your hearts. 20 But know this first of all, that no
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prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was
ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

(2 Peter 2:1-3-The Rise of False Prophets)

1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers
among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master
who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 2 Many will follow their
sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned;

3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is
not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.

From this passage of Scripture it is obvious that Peter is preparing the disciples for his
departure. He is stressing that there are some important things that they need to
remember once he is gone. This is identical to the procedure employed by the Lord Jesus
and Paul.

What can we learn from this passage of Scripture? Well, several things actually.

(1) Even though the disciples already knew about the things of which he was about to
speak, and even though they were firmly established in the truth, nevertheless, Peter
intended to remind the disciples about them once again.

The things that he needed to put in writing were vitally important to the disciple's
spiritual safety and Peter was ensuring that they would be remembered. He does not
apologize for employing repetition to reinforce his message.

(2) Jesus had made it clear to Peter that he would soon die. Tradition holds that Peter died
as a martyr in Rome around 60 AD. Peter knew that his time with the disciples was
coming to a close. He needed to set things in order and ensure that the disciples were not
left unprepared or uninformed.

(3) True to the character of both Jesus and Paul, Peter was making every effort to be sure
that once he departed from the company of the disciples they would always be able to
remember what it was that he considered to be so noteworthy. The letter was

written to be a permanent reminder of things that were immensely important. It was not
his intention that the disciples should forget these things or simply gloss over them as
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irrelevant at some future date. The Lord, through Peter, has left a permanent and clear
warning for His disciples down through all of church history.

(4) The message preached by Peter was not some cleverly invented fable or myth. He was
an eye witness to the things of which he spoke.

(5) Prophecy of Scripture does not have its origin in the will of man, but from God to
man through the Holy Spirit. Holy men of God “spoke” as they were moved by the Holy
Spirit.

(6) Just as there have always been false prophets in the past, there will also be false
prophets and false teachers in the future. It is our responsibility as Christians to test all
things. We are to judge what is spoken by people who claim to be speaking on behalf of
God. The message is to be tested in the light of Scripture.

(7) According to the Scriptures, the false prophets are within the congregations among
God's people. In each of the portions of Scripture that we have studied over the past
couple of weeks, we have seen that this is clearly indicated.

And just like Jesus and Paul, Peter was not speaking of the JW's, the Mormons or the
Muslims. He was speaking of professing Christians who would be led away into heresy
and apostasy even denying the Lord who purchased them with His own blood.

(8) False prophets and false teachers introduce their heresies how-in public? No! They do
it secretly (stealth mode). It was Irenacus (one of our early late 2™ century/early 3™
century church forefathers) who said, "Error, indeed is never set forth in its naked
deformity, lest, being thus exposed, it should at once be detected. But it is craftily decked
out in an attractive dress, so as, by its outward form, to make it appear to the
iexperienced (ridiculous as the expression may seem) more truth than truth itself."

(9) False teaching is destructive (damnable-KJV)-not only to the hearer, but to the
teacher. God will bring judgment upon the promoter of false doctrine. Satan deceived Eve
with his craftiness and subtleness! Eve was deceived with wrong doctrine.

False teaching is likened to leaven (yeast) in Scripture and God especially hates it. On the
outside it may sound good, look good, feel good and taste good, but on the

inside it’s poison and as yeast permeates through the whole mixture, false teaching will
permeate through the whole message-a lot of truth with a little yeast.
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(10) Many will follow the cancerous doctrines of the false teachers. In each case that we
have studied we see the Holy Spirit is warning that a vast number of trusting,
imperceptive, professing Christians will follow after these teachers and be corrupted by
their teachings-especially in the last days.

(11) The way of truth will be maligned (spoken evil of-KJV) and brought into disrepute
(bad reputation, disgrace, dishonor) in the eyes of the unsaved. As a matter of fact, Paul
in Romans 2:23-24 tells us this: "You who brag about the law, do you dishonor God by
breaking the law? As it is written, God's name is blasphemed among the Gentiles because
of you."

It was secular sources that exposed the ministry of Peter Popoff-the fake Pentecostal
faith healer. It was also secular sources that exposed the false claims of healings promoted
by Benny Hinn. Secular sources also exposed the shenanigans of the Brownsville Revival
and Toronto Blessing where people would crawl around on the floor barking and growling
like dogs claiming that the Holy Spirit was on them.

These people bring ridicule and a reproach upon the body of Christ, but even when
exposed and the truth is made known for all to see, multitudes of “Christians” defend
them as “Honorable Men of God.” Not me folks.

There is perhaps another very pertinent way of interpreting the verse of Scripture which
reads in the KJV, “By reason of whomthe way of truth shall be evil spoken of." If the
'whom' is referring to the false prophets and teachers of verse one, then the context would
indicate that the false teachers and their followers will be the ones to speak 'evil' of correct
doctrine.

And they will speak evil of any person who would dare to stand fast and promote correct
doctrine in the face of their heresies and that folks is exactly what is happening today. We
are living it, in our day, in our time.

The ecumenical camp that is running so rampant in the church today seeking unity for the
sake of unity, says that we should not mention doctrine-that doctrine divides. What? I
don’t know about you, but doctrine clarifies truth for me.

The doctrine of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is according to godliness, causes disunity
and brings to naught the great achievements that man has made in advancing unity, love
and acceptance among the worlds diverse religions.
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Picture the person who would dare to mention some valid doctrinal concern at an
ecumenical “love and unity” gathering? The way of truth is, in this day, in our time, evil
spoken of! Come on church, we need to wake up! We need to be alert, we need to be
sober!

(12) The false teachers and false prophets are motivated by greed and they will financially
and physically exploit shallow and gullible Christians with fanciful stories that have been
designed specifically to appeal to their “itching ears.”

Our society is motivated by, "All that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life." The Scripture continues on to say that this is not of the
Father, but is of the world.

Unfortunately, this “self-love mind-setO has come into Christianity and is being accepted
as normal for Christian living. 2 Timothy 3:1-2 warns us that "In the last days perilous
times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves."

And anything that caters to this love of self will be greatly accepted. In their greed the
false teachers are ready to exploit these people who are motivated by materialism and
self-indulgence. A conditioning has taken place in these last days to prepare the people
for a strong delusion.

Turn with me to 2 Peter 3:15-18:

15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul,
according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, 16 as also in all his letters, speaking in
them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and
unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. 17
You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not
carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, 18
but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the
glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

What does this piece of Scripture tell us?

(1) Some things in the Bible are difficult to understand. Everything is not so cut and dried.
It is interesting to note that most of the big names in the Word of Faith Movement have
no academic qualifications, nor do they have any formal training in the area of Biblical
exegesis or understanding of Biblical Greek and Hebrew.
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This is not to say that we have to be academics to be saved or to understand God's
purpose and direction for our lives, however, it is important to understand the Bible and
the basic rules of interpretation when exercising the serious calling of teacher.

Peter was a simple Galilean fisherman before his conversion. However, he did undergo
intense, personal training for three years in the presence of Jesus. His tutor indoctrinated
him with pure, unadulterated Scripture. He was not sitting under false teaching.

On the other hand, Paul was an academic. In Acts 22:3, Paul tells us that he was brought
up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel and taught according to the perfect manner of the
law of the fathers.

Gamaliel was a highly regarded Pharisee who was a member of the Sanhedrin and the
grandson of the great Rabbi Hillel whose teaching and emphases have largely determined
the direction taken by Judaism since his era.

These things need to be taken into consideration when interpreting the Scriptures. The
Word of God encourages us in 2 Timothy 2:15 to be diligent to present yourself
approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the
word of truth.

Truth is not based upon some extra-Biblical revelation, dream or vision.

It is based upon the unchanging and inerrant Word of God. The Bible also warns us of the
seriousness of God's calling to be a “teacher” of the Word. In James 3:1 we read the
warning. “Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we
will incur a stricter judgment.”

In other words, teachers will be judged more strictly. And again in 2 Timothy 2:2 we read
Paul's instruction. "The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many
witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.

In other words, Paul is saying to commit the teachings to faithful men who are reliable
with the truth and qualified to teach!

(2) Unlearned and unstable (ignorant and vacillating) “teachers” distort the Scriptures,
shipwrecking the faith of their students as well as their own. They cause the people to
fall from the steadfastness in the truth that they received in their conversion to
Christianity.
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They teach to their own destruction and the destruction of those who would accept their
doctrines. Paul warned Timothy in 1 Timothy 1:7 that these teachers of false doctrine
desire to be teachers of the law, understanding neither what they say, nor what they
affirm.

These teachers are prevailing in Christianity today in great numbers.

(3) Peter warns us, as do the others, to beware, to be on our guard. If we are lax in our
vigilance we will be carried away by error and fall from our position in Christ. We are to
test all things. We must not simply accept something because we trust the preacher. He
may be genuine with a heart toward God, but he may also be genuinely deceived.

(4) Peter exhorts us to, “Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ." This growth is accomplished by regular daily prayer and the partaking of the
Word of God, not by regularly watching the televangelists or listening to endless audio
tapes from this great teacher or that teacher.

This is not to say that all televangelists are teaching heresy, but we need to check against
Scripture what they are serving up on the table-you may be surprised to find quail among
the manna.

The Warnings of Jude

Finally, let’s examine what Jude has to say in warning to us. It’s most likely that we can
identify Jude as the half brother of Christ, a son of Joseph and Mary after Jesus. His
letter declares him to be the brother of James (verse 1), also a half brother of Christ. Turn
with me to Jude 1:1-4 (read):

Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to those who are the called,
beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: 2 May mercy and peace

and love be multiplied to you. 3 Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you
about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you
contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints.

4 For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked
out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into
licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.

I want to focus upon verses 3 and 4 where we are exhorted (urged, implored) to earnestly
contend (struggle) for the faith as it was delivered or entrusted (given over, as a man put
into prison) to us. God wants us to resist men who will change the Scriptures, men who
distort the truth for their own agendas.
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The Scriptures have been delivered into our trust and we are to struggle against those who
would defile and adulterate them. We see, once again, that the ones who will violate the
purity of the Word come into our midst by stealth mode.

They are secretly amongst us and they are secretly propagating their damnable heresies. If
we are not discerning, vigilant and exercising all sobriety we will be ensnared. We will be
deceived.

The phrase in verse 4, "Denying our Lord Jesus Christ" is not directed against the
unsaved people who will say they do not believe in God or Jesus. Jude is speaking of
professing believers and he is indicating that this denial will come through doctrinal error.
Fiddling with the truth of the deity of Christ and also with His atoning sacrifice is denial
folks. These two foundational truths of the Christian faith are greatly under attack by
influential teachers in our day, in our time.

Turn with me to Jude 17-19 (read):

17 But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, 18 that they were saying to you, "In the last time there
will be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts." 19 These are the ones who
cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit.

In these verses we see that Jude recalls our memory to the predictions of the apostles of
Christ who specifically warned that 'scoffers' or 'mockers' would come. In the Greek, the
word empaiktess used which, according to the Holman Greek Dictionary, has a meaning
of "a false teacher, a mocker or scoffer." They will mock truth as portrayed in the Word
of God and consider doctrine to be irrelevant.

The false teachers will be motivated by worldly lusts and sensual desires (wealth, fame,
position-prosperity gospel), according to these verses.

We have been repeatedly warned in the Scriptures of what it is we are to be vigilant for
and what it is we are to beware of for our spiritual safety. Do we recognize any of the
attributes described in these three messages that are evident in any of the prominent
teachers and prophets within Christianity today?

The evidence clearly demonstrates that a host of false teachers, prophets and apostles are
among the 'people of God' in these days, in our time. They are promoting gross heresies
and, like some modern day Pied Piper of Hamelin, they are amassing a multitude of
supporters who are following them into perdition.
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Jeremiah, a true prophet of God, said in Jeremiah 6:16-17 (read):

16 Thus says the LORD, "Stand by the ways and see and ask for the ancient paths,
Where the good way is, and walk in it; And you will find rest for your souls.

But they said, "We will not walk in it.' 17 "And I set watchmen over you, saying,
'Listen to the sound of the trumpet!' But they said, "We will not listen."””

Unhappy with the old ways and the doctrines that have survived to nurture the children
of God down through the ages, a new generation seeks after new things. What is the
emerging church emerging from?

The Church is changing!" they announce. They want "New names! New methods! New
worship expressions!" They also want new foundations upon new apostles and
prophets! The old foundations are no longer relevant for our contemporary society.

Folks, we live in perilous times and more than ever we need to urgently return to the
Word of God and find the old paths where the good way lies and walk in it. May we all
hearken to the sound of the trumpet! Amen.



