Warnings of Deception From Paul

Romans 16:17-20

Well, last week we looked at some warnings of deception that have been given us by Jesus that will come in the last days from the Scriptures. And today as promised we are going to look at some warnings of deception from the apostle Paul. Turn with me again if you have your Bibles to Romans 16:17-20 (read).
Now Romans isn’t the only place that warnings of deception are recorded by Paul. As with the Lord Jesus Christ, the apostle Paul also had some urgent things to say about deception and apostasy prevailing in the church at the end of the age. 
Once again, in the same manner as the Jesus, Paul, just prior to his departure from the midst of the elders and disciples in Miletus, on his return journey to Jerusalem, also made compelling pleas for the believers to be sober, alert and discerning-he even gave details of what to be alert for.

Paul's Final Words of Warning
In Acts 20:17-38, we discover that Paul, after much travel and ministry, has arrived in the city of Miletus (read). Luke writes: 

17 From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church. 

18 And when they had come to him, he said to them, 

"You yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with you the whole time, 

19 serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials which came upon me through the plots of the Jews; 

20 how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to house, 

21 solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

22 "And now, behold, bound in spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there, 

23 except that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions await me. 

24 "But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God. 

25 "And now, behold, I know that all of you, among whom I went about preaching the kingdom, will no longer see my face. 

26 "Therefore, I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 

27 "For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God. 

28 "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 

29 "I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 

30 and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 

31 "Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears. 

32 "And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 

33 "I have coveted no one's silver or gold or clothes. 

34 "You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my own needs and to the men who were with me. 

35 "In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, "It is more blessed to give than to receive.'" 

36 When he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. 

37 And they began to weep aloud and embraced Paul, and repeatedly kissed him, 

38 grieving especially over the word which he had spoken, that they would not see his face again. And they were accompanying him to the ship. 

NASU

Now in this passage of Scripture, we see that Paul has arrived in Miletus (my LEE tuhs) and has sent for the elders of the church in Ephesus which is situated about 60 kilometers (about 37 miles) away across a bay. 
Now if the elders came by land, it would perhaps be something more like a 120 kilometer journey (74 miles). But nevertheless, whichever way they came, by land or by sea, it was a journey that Paul expected them to make, simply because he wanted to tell them something that was quite significant. 
Paul had something of utmost importance to relate to them, something that would justify his expecting the elders to endure the discomfort and inconvenience of a long journey. Now remember there were no planes, trains or automobiles back then.
You traveled by ship or you walked-both were uncomfortable-there were no Carnival Cruises back then. And so from the context of this Scripture we learn a few things:
1) Paul wanted to impress upon them the importance of presenting the right message-and that message was turning to God in repentance, faith in Jesus and the gospel of God's grace.

2) Paul was preparing the people for the sad news that they would never see his face again. He was going back to Jerusalem where he was warned by the Spirit that persecution and eventual death, awaited him. This would be his last meeting with them and there was something of great importance that they needed to hear.

3) Paul emphasized the importance of preaching the whole counsel of God to the hearers.

4) Paul warned of their responsibility, as shepherds, to protect themselves and 'all the flock' from the danger of false teachers. The Holy Spirit had commissioned them with the responsibility to oversee of the church, which God, through Christ, had purchased with his own blood.

5) Paul warned that 'savage wolves' would enter into the church and mercilessly plunder the members.

6) Men will arise, distorting the truth for the purpose of building up their own following. They will preach lies to suit what the people want to hear and great numbers of people will turn away from the truth to follow them.

7) Of utmost importance is that Paul reveals for us where these false teachers and heretics will come from and where to look for them. It will be from our own number -from within the ranks of the redeemed if you will. 
We are not to look primarily outside the walls of the church, but within, to find these hypocrites and perverters of the Gospel who will entice “many” undiscerning and trusting people away from the God who led them out from under the bondage of the enemy.

8) Paul urgently exhorted the people to 'take heed' and to 'watch.' People are blasé about these warnings in the Bible today and have some mystical idea that they have nothing to do with the church to which they belong. 

9) Paul "ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears" about the danger and the terrible consequences of falling under the spell of these false teachers. How important this subject must have been to Paul to harass the people with the same message for three years. Think about it! "Take heed and watch! Savage wolves will come among you and not spare you."

10) So heavy was this matter upon his heart that it continually brought tears to Paul's eyes. Think about it. We gloss over this piece of Scripture and miss the spirit of what the Lord is saying through Paul. Paul shed many tears over the issue! 
Is this simply sensationalism? Or did the great apostle, Paul, really shed tears over this? Did Paul, the man who bore the physical marks of his apostleship upon his body, really cry over this issue? Could a man who, for the sake of Christ, endured being flogged with thirty-nine lashes five times, belted with rods three times, stoned and left for dead on one occasion and shipwrecked and left drifting in the ocean for a day and a night on another, actually grieve over this to the point of shedding tears? 
God's Word says he did folks! We read this scripture in our attitude of security and spiritual safety missing the importance of the whole thing.

11) Paul did not see his ministry as an opportunity to relieve the people of their gold or silver. He was not in ministry for the money. Now this is not to negate that God allows for people to make their living from preaching the gospel (1 Timothy 5:17-18; 1 Corinthians 9:1-19).

However, we need to be aware that the Bible gives us clear warning that wolves masquerading as sheep, servants of Satan posing as ministers of righteousness (2 Corinthians 11:15), will arise in the last days who will use the gospel message to financially exploit the congregations of believers (2 Peter 2:3). They are men and women who are full of greed, ready to take advantage of gullible and ignorant, but sincere, Christians. 

If we had no other Scripture than the above, it should be cause enough for us to be discerning and wary in these last days, but God understands that He needs to repeat Himself a few times to get a message through to us, so He has not left us without further witness. 
Paul's letters to Timothy, the second also written as a farewell caution, are worthy of consideration here. They also contain some of the most revealing warnings with 
regard to false teachers being in the church who, by their own deception, lead the people away from the true God.

Demons, Liars and Hypocrites
For example, turn with me to 1 Timothy 4:1-2. Paul wrote to Timothy,

"Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron." KJV
Hypocritical liars! People who teach one thing but practice another, or perhaps, people who preach something that they know to be false, and do so because of some agenda that they might have, somehow convincing themselves that God will wink at such behavior because of their good intention. Whichever, the evidence is that both types are prevalent in Christianity today.

Paul's Final Words to Timothy
In 2 Timothy 4:1-5, Paul exhorts his dear friend Timothy, his 'son in the Faith': 

I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 

2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 

4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. 

5 But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

NASU

So much is revealed for our instruction and edification in these few verses of Scripture.

1) As with the words of the Jesus and with the previous Scriptures in this message, Paul was instructing Timothy with final warnings. In verses 6 and 7 we read Paul's words, “6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; NASU

2) Paul wrote these verses testifying that he was giving Timothy instruction in the presence of God and the Lord Jesus Christ. The gravity of the situation was established.

3) Paul said, "I charge you." In the original Greek, the word 'charge' carries an intense meaning of 'to attest or protest earnestly.' What Paul was saying to Timothy was of utmost importance and he was calling Timothy in the presence of God to execute his following commands.

4) "Preach the Word." Paul said to Timothy, “In other words, preach the doctrine of Christ. Many 'preachers' today don't think that doctrine is so important any more. There is a truth war going on folks. We need to be led more by the Spirit they say. People who stick to the Word are pharisaical, according to these modern 'preachers'. 
Some have even gone so far as to say that we have had too much Word in the past which is why the church is 'dead' (according to them). According to them, we need to get away from the Word and seek the Spirit.

5) Timothy is charged to reprove, rebuke, exhort with great patience and instruction (KJV-long suffering and doctrine). Why was Timothy called to do this?

6) Because the time was coming, according to Paul, when the congregations will no longer 'put up' with sound doctrine. Truth will not be the criteria by which to judge. Whatever caters to the desires of the people will become the criteria by which to judge. Situational ethics will replace God's absolutes. External, subjective manifestations and experiences will become the yardstick by which to measure validity. It’s a happening today all around us and it concerns me greatly.
7) The people will reject the preacher who comes teaching Truth. If he is not entertaining or lacks in charisma he will also be rejected. If the teacher can't make you feel blessed and excited as a result of his preaching then there is something wrong with him.

8) The people will gather around themselves a 'great number' of teachers who say what they want to hear. The Bible graphically portrays these people as having 'itching ears' that require scratching. The preachers will soothe the itch with messages from Satan that will eventually cause the people to shipwreck their faith.

9) The false teachers will be presenting stories and myths which will be gladly accepted by the congregations.

10) Paul exhorted Timothy to 'be sober in all things' (KJV-“watch”). Be sober, discreet and vigilant. But we are exhorted by the modern 'teachers' to be 'drunk in/on the spirit' and not to question things. We must empty our heads, they say, because our minds are a stumbling block to the things of the Spirit.

Rodney Howard-Browne, one of the current 'preachers' involved in the present 'revival' (holy laughter) that is sweeping the world has said that we should not try to understand with our minds the things that are happening. 
He misquotes 1 Corinthians 2:14 by saying that the natural mind cannot understand the things of the Spirit. However, the Scripture actually says, "The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned." 
If he would have just looked to verses 15 and 16 he would have found this: "He that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ." 
If we are born again and filled with the Spirit of God, then we are not a natural man but a spiritual man and we are commanded to test all things, not empty our minds and go with the flow folks.

We are to keep our minds alert in all situations. It is hypnotism and the meditation techniques of eastern religion that require a person to passively empty their minds. This has no place in the Christian experience. If you are into Christian Yoga (oxy) would you just take some time to study and look at what the exercises are designed to do. Guard yourself from any exercise that is connected to eastern religions. Be on guard, watch, be careful that you have not been deceived into thinking it’s “ok.”
Next week we are going to take a look at the warnings of deception from Peter and Jude. Amen. Benediction (Romans 16:25-27).

