God’s Safehouse

Romans 8:28-39


Is there any place that’s really safe in this world anymore? Once upon a time, our houses were a safe place to live. Where I came from, we never locked our doors at night. Our workplaces were a safe place to work, our schools were a safe place to learn and our churches were a safe place to worship.
However, today all of that has changed. Homes have become places for domestic violence. Our workplaces, schools and churches have become places of murder. Even Bob’s Produce here in Otsego, who hasn’t even been open a month, was recently burglarized.

Is there any place that’s truly safe anymore? We like to build an illusion of safety and security around us, but the reality is that our world can be a very scary, dangerous place. Those of us with children are sickened that we have to spoil our children’s innocence by talking to them about the danger that lurks just outside our doors.

I want to talk to you today about one place that’s truly safe and that’s God’s safehouse. It’s a place that’s entered through a relationship with God’s son Jesus Christ and then consequently a life of following him as a disciple.
If you have your Bibles with you this morning, please turn with me to Romans 8:28 (pray and read verse 28). The message this morning is entitled, “God’s Safehouse.”

A Fact (Romans 8:28)

And we’re going to start today by talking about a fact. Romans 8:28 is a very familiar verse to many of those who follow Jesus. This verse has brought great comfort to Christians for generations as they’ve struggled with the fact that life is often painful and filled with heartbreak.

This verse is not simply telling us, "Don’t worry, be happy." It’s not the Bobby Mcpherin verse of the New Testament. This verse is also not telling us, "Everything will turn out okay in this life." This verse is also not telling us, “That bad things that come into our lives are really good things in disguise.”

The point of this verse is that God is able to take everything that comes into our lives-the good, the bad, the ugly, the exciting and the dull, the pleasurable and the painful, the joyful and the tragic. And God is able to use these things to work for our ultimate good. 
"All things" is encompassing, including anything that comes into our lives. The Greek word "work" here is the same word we get our English word "synergy" from and it means that God works these things together for our ultimate good.

It’s kind of like baking a cake. If you were to take some of the ingredients and taste them alone, they’d be pretty gross. Ingredients like flower, raw eggs, baking powder and salt don’t taste very good alone do they? 
But other ingredients like sugar, frosting and vanilla taste pretty good alone don’t they? But when you bake a cake, you mix all the ingredients together. And the end result tastes great (unless of course I baked the cake!). God takes the good and the bad that come into our lives and mixes them together in such a way that the end result is good.

Now the "good" here refers to the ultimate completion of God’s work in our lives. We need to be careful to define "good" here on God’s terms, not our terms. Good here doesn’t mean fun, or enjoyable, or painless, but rather it’s the completion of God’s work in our lives according to His will no matter what comes.

Now the people this verse applies to are described in two ways. They’re described as people "who love God," which is Paul’s way of describing Christians. Paul’s not saying some Christians love God and some don’t, but this is simply another way of talking about all followers of Jesus. 
To be a follower of Jesus is by definition to be a lover of God. But they’re also described as people who are "called according to God’s purpose." These are men and women God has called to be part of his strategy for the universe. 
God is working out his purpose to restore the universe to a state of goodness, where evil is conquered and sin is abolished. And God has called certain people to participate in this purpose. This verse makes a claim about every person who makes the choice to follow Jesus. And this is our fact: That no matter what your circumstances, every follower of Jesus is securely included in God’s plan. 

This includes twenty-first century Christians trying to follow Jesus in our postmodern culture. It includes second century Christians who were fed to the lions in the Roman Coliseum by the Romans. 
It includes followers of Jesus in Africa and Antarctica, Canada and Chicago. It includes every follower of Jesus Christ, regardless of his or her circumstances. In short, this promise 
includes Jesus Christ’s worldwide Church across the globe. It includes every follower of Jesus from the birth of the Church in the book of Acts until the end of the age when Jesus comes again. That’s who it includes.

You see, Jesus Christ’s Church is God’s Safehouse. I don’t mean a specific local church, but I’m talking about God’s worldwide community of people who confess Jesus Christ as Lord. The true church-not the apostate one. 

I mean the community of God’s people regardless of age, language, nationality, color or even denominational affiliation within the true church. Those who are in the true church of Jesus Christ are securely included in God’s plan for the universe.

Now how can we know this for sure? Our tendency is to look at our circumstances to gain this knowledge. So when painful circumstances come into our lives, we try to discern what good can come out of those circumstances. 

For example, when somebody dies, we look to see how God used that situation to draw friends and relatives to Himself. We look to see the good in how the gospel was preached to lost people at the funeral.

This is an example of how we try to look at our circumstances in order to see how God is working for our good and/or for the good of others. But as valid as all these things are, it’s interesting to me that Paul doesn’t look to our circumstances to establish this fact, but he turns to the God behind the circumstances.

Paul gives us three reasons we can know for sure that we’re safely included in God’s plan, no matter what tragedy befalls us.

God Is In Control (Romans 8:29-30)

Let me give you the first reason, then we’ll look at the text: God is in control of the process from start to finish. 

We forget that sometimes in life. That’s what we see in verse 29 to 30 (read). Some have called these verses a "golden chain" of God’s salvation for people. Notice that Paul is still talking about a community here, a group of people we know of as the Church. 
This is especially clear by his use of the plural: "those God foreknew, those he predestined, those he called, those he justified." If Paul wanted to focus on individuals, he would’ve 
said, "Each one God has foreknown, each one he has predestined, each one he has called, and each one he has justified." But the emphasis here is on the plural as it is throughout the entire book of Romans on the community, on the Church.

Paul begins with God’s perfect knowledge of all things before he created anything. The Greek word for "foreknowledge" is proginosko, and it’s where we get our English word "prognosis." Although doctors have to make their best guess when they give a prognosis, God’s perfect knowledge makes his knowledge of the future certain and complete. 
Although Bible teachers debate the precise meaning of this word, it seems to refer to God’s perfect knowledge of all things, even before he created the universe.

Because of God’s perfect knowledge, God set the destiny of the Church. God has predestined the Christian community to be just like Jesus, transformed into the likeness of Jesus. We will bear the family image of Jesus when we finally reach our destiny.

After God made the universe, he called specific individuals into this community. When God called people to be part of his Church, he also justified them. This means God makes them right through Christ’s death, forgiving their sins and applying Jesus’ perfect life to their lives. This was the point of chapters 3 and 4 of Romans, to discuss how God can do this through Jesus’ perfect life and sacrificial death.

But God also promises to glorify these people. Paul speaks of it in the past tense here because it’s as good as done, it’s guaranteed because of what God’s already done. Yet our experience of this glorification is still in the future, that time when our salvation is complete, when our bodies are transformed into glorified bodies.

Now entire theological systems have been built on this golden chain. Calvinists and Arminians often sharply debate the meaning of this golden chain. 
I certainly have opinions on these issues and you’ll probably hear some of them when we get to Romans 9. But the point here seems to simply be that God is in control of our salvation from start to finish. From eternity past to eternity future, God has been the primary one initiating the process. 

Now that doesn’t make us passive puppets on a string, but it simply affirms that God is in control. I believe God’s will and our will work together in our salvation, but God’s will is always the initiating will. 
God chose us, yet somehow God still gives us free-will to choose him in this life. We’ll probably never understand that concept on this side of heaven in our little finite minds. We could spend hours debating the issue of pre-destination vs. free-will. 

But rather than speculate how this can be, I find it more fruitful to find great comfort from the fact that God is in control. As we face painful circumstances (Greg Smith) we feel out of control. 
We begin to wonder if anyone’s running the universe. But we can remind ourselves that God is in control of the process. We can remind ourselves that God is sovereign. That God works all things together for good for those that love Him. Even in the midst of painful kidney stones.

It’s not up to us to try harder or to be perfect, but God has been the one from start to finish, from the past to the future. This reminds me that I’m securely included in what God is doing, not because of me, but because of him.

God Is On Our Side (Romans 8:31-34)

Let me give you the second reason we can know for sure that we’re safely included in God’s plan, no matter what tragedy befalls us: God is on our side. He is in control of the process from start to finish and He is on our side. That’s what we find in verses 31-34 (read).  

Paul pictures a courtroom here, with us as the defendants, God as the Judge and Jesus as our defense attorney. We know we’re guilty of breaking God’s laws in that courtroom. 

We’ve seen that clearly from chapters 1-3 of Romans-that all have sinned and fall short of God’s glory. The religious and irreligious, moral and immoral, young and old-all stand guilty before God, none of us are born righteous or good.

The image in this section is of all the people that we have known in our lives, who know our failures and they are marching into the courtroom and lodging their complaints against us. The time I betrayed a friend, the times I lied, the time I stole, the time I was unfaithful. 
Every complaint is filed in the court. Prosecutors step up to condemn us for our failures and as they do we hang our head in shame because we know they’re right. We are condemned, we are guilty, we’ve failed to love God and we failed love others. 
Yet after hearing everything that can be said, the judge gets up from the bench and says to us, "I’m for you, I’m on your side." He says, "I know you did all this, but I gave my Son and he gave his life. My Son suffered your penalty, so based on his suffering, I declare you righteous in this courtroom." 
The witnesses against us murmur their disapproval, but the judge says, "I’m on the defendant’s side." And every accuser is silenced. Jesus stands at your side, still bearing the scars from the cross, reminding the court of his suffering.

If God was willing to do that, then we can be sure he’ll give us everything else we need to live the spiritual life. If he gave us Jesus, then he’ll give us strength when we feel weak. If he gave us Jesus, then he’ll give us guidance when we don’t know what to do. 
If he gave us Jesus, then he won’t withhold anything he thinks we need to live this spiritual life of following Jesus Christ. If we would only confess our sins and repent and turn towards Him, He stands ready to forgive us and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

We can be acquitted for all of our crimes. 

Sometimes when tragedy strikes and our hearts are breaking, we’re tempted to think God has turned against us. Like Job, we begin to think God has become our enemy.  But we find here that God is on our side. He’s withheld nothing and he won’t withhold anything, because he’s for us. God is on our side.

Now this doesn’t mean that God takes our side when we’re wrong. It doesn’t mean we can highjack God to endorse our favorite cause. For instance, when the Twins win the World Series this year, it won’t be because God was on their side and not the Brewer’s side. 

The Twins will win the World Series this year because of good hitting, stellar defense and great pitching. We’ll see-the jury is still out on that one. God is on our side to complete his purposes in our lives, to fulfill his plan for conquering evil and purging this creation from the effects of sin.

Are you wondering if there’s anyone left who believes in you? Are you feeling like the entire world is against you, you family, your friends, even your church? Remember that God is for you, he’s withheld nothing from you for your ultimate good. He loves you. You’re safely included in what he’s up to in our world.

Guarded By God’s Love (Romans 8:35-39)

Let me give you the third reason: God’s love for us in indestructible. He is in control of the process from start to finish and He is on our side and His love for us in indestructible. 

Let’s look at the closing verses of chapter 8 (read verses 35-39). These are incredible verses, almost poetic in their scope and magnitude. Can anything separate us from Christ’s love? The circumstances Paul lists in verse 35 are all circumstances that might tempt us to turn away from Jesus or to lose our confidence in God’s love. 

"Trouble" describes the problems that involve suffering in our lives. It’s a failed marriage, a broken friendship, a malignant tumor, a sick child, an abusive parent. It’s discouragement, depression, hopelessness, and despair. And these things hurt-no one doubts that, but as much as they hurt, they can’t separate us from Christ’s love.

"Hardship" describes circumstances that impose restrictions on us. Hardship is poverty, helplessness and being the victim of all kinds of things. As painful and difficult as hardships are, even they can’t separate us from Christ’s love.

"Persecution" is an endorsed systematic attempt to stop people from following Jesus. It often comes through governments. Persecution is what happened to 200 Christians in a small village in India when Hindu extremists broke into their church, destroyed the cross, set up Hindu idols and drove the Christians out of town. 
Persecution is what happened to four Christians in the country of Turkmenistan last year when police arrested them, beat them, subjected them to electric shocks and partial suffocation and then forced them to turn over all their money as a gift to the government. 

Persecution describes the 787 Chinese Christian churches that were destroyed by the Chinese government just last year. Yet as awful and painful as these systematic attempts to exterminate the Christian faith, even this can’t separate us from Christ’s love. Not famine, not homelessness, not danger, not even violence can drive a wedge between Christ’s 
love and us. 

Paul quotes Psalm 44 in verse 36 to remind us that God’s people have always suffered for following God. Persecution of the church throughout history has only resulted in the spreading of Christianity and the church getting stronger. 

Being a follower of Jesus Christ doesn’t exempt us from suffering, but in some cases it actually exposes us to suffering. Just as the Jewish people in Psalm 44 were put to death for God’s sake, many followers of Jesus Christ are put to death for Jesus’ sake. 
In fact, more Christians were put to death for their faith in Jesus in the twentieth century than in any previous century since the church began twenty centuries ago. Now there’s something to pay attention to as we look at the last days that we are living in. 

But even in the midst of horrible sufferings, we’re more than conquerors, not because of our courage or faith, but because of God’s incredible love for us. The word translated "more than conquerors" here is literally super-nike, because nike is the Greek word for conqueror or victory. So followers of Jesus Christ are supernikes, even in the midst of the most horrible suffering because of God’s indescribable love.

Then Paul lists several powers that might try to drive a wedge between us and Christ’s love. Death or life can break the bond of God’s love. Angels or demons can’t even do it-even with all their incredible supernatural power. 
Not our present circumstances or even the unknowns of the future can break the bond. No power-political, physical, legal, supernatural-no power can break this bond. Not the highest heaven or the deepest hell can break this bond. Nothing in the cosmos can drive a wedge between us and God’s indestructible love for us. His love is extravagant. 

God’s safehouse is truly safe. Not because it’s guarded by pit bulls, patrolled by police or a state of the art security system, but because it’s guarded by God’s indestructible love. No power in the universe can breach that wall. God’s love for his church is like the most powerful glue in the universe. The turpentine of Satan himself can’t unglue us from God’s love.

Not even our own failures and stumbling can separate us from His love. So when we’re tempted to wonder if we’re really safely included in God’s purposes, we remind ourselves that we’re guarded by God’s indestructible love.

This is an incredible section from the Bible. It literally takes our breath away when we stop to reflect on what it’s telling us. Although we face horrible pain and heartbreak in this life, God is able to use these things for our good. No matter what the heartbreak, no matter what the failure, no matter how deep the pain and tragedy, we are still safe in God’s plan. We know this, not because we can always see how these things will work out for good, but because of the God who says we’re safe. We’re safe in God’s safehouse of the church because God is in control of the process, God is on our side and God’s love for us is indestructible. Amen.
