Back To The Future
Romans 8:18-27

Oneof thethingsthat | have foundto betruein lifeis that sometimes the excitement of
planning atrip exceedstheactud destination. Has that ever happened to you?Youlook so
forward to ataking atrip, you visudizeit to bethis great place, ony to bedisappointed
upon your arriva. It doesn® turn out to bewhat you thowght it would be.

And sometimeslife can bealot like that. We wait for thingswith a hopeful eager
expectation, but when we finaly get what we were eagerly looking forward to, it can bea
let down. It can be a disappointment.

Kidslookeagerly look forward to Disneyland, yet asfunas Disneylandis, sometimes it
doesn®quite live up to their hopes or ours as parents. We look forward to going off to
college, to getting married, to having kids to moving up in theworld, to retirement, yet
noneof these thingsdeliver dl that we had hoped tha they would be.

We spend dl our time and energy climbing theladder of success, but when we reach the
top we find that theview isn® nearly as wondeful as we@ once thowht it would be.
There® arestlessness behind our yearningstha nothing can seem to satisfy.

Almost sixty years ago, the Christian author C. S. Lewis preached asermoncaled "The
Weight of Glory" that addressed this very issue Lewis clamed that thetruelonging
behind al ourearthly longingsis alonging for heaven.

Lewis said, "Our lifdlong nogalgia, ourlonging to bereunited with something in the
universe from which we now fed cut off, to beontheinsde of some doorwhich we have
adways seen from theoutside' isredly ahurger for God himself.

This experienceis especidly true of people who®e become followers of Jesus Christ.
You see, Christianslivein between two ages, in atenson between the"dready” and the
"not yet" of God® Kingdom.

On the"dready" side, Jesus Christ has dready lived a pefect life, died onthe cross for
our sinsand rose from thegrave to vanquish death. Jesus claimed that hislife, death and
resurrection established God@ rule and reign.

Yet creationis still dominated by sin and despair continues to persist, even though God®
new creationrealm isinvading theold cregtion.

On the"not yet" sideis the future second coming of Jesus Christ at theend of theage.
WeQe still waiting for thefinal curtain on history to fal, when God@kingdom is
consummated in power onthis earth.
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Wele waiting for that time predicted in Revelation 11:15, when the kingdoms of this
world become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah Jesus. WeQe waiting for the
new creation, that time when suffering will be eiminaed, when grieving is soothed and
when death is swallowed up by life.

Even though we live in between the"dready” and the"not yet,” thefollower of Jesus
Christ bdongs to the new creation, to thefuture. Themoment we trust in Jesus and
become his follower, we become part of God® new creation.

Tha® where our truehomeis. Tha® where we truly bdorg. Thislife that weliveinis
but awhisper. 1t® temporary. We are pilgrimsjust passing through. We redlly don®
bdong here. WeQelike Marty McFly in theold "Back to the Future" movie. Marty if
you remember is stuck in the past, but truly bdongsin the future.

And because we live in this tension, it@ not always easy to live the spiritud life of
following Jesus Christ. And so today we®e going to look at some results of living during
thisin between time.

Creation Yearns To Get Back to the Future (Romans 8:18-22).

If you have your Bibles with you this morning, please turn with me to Romans8:18
(pray and read verses 18-22). The message this morning is entitled, Back To The
Future.OPaul is contrasting the old age of Adam with thein-bresking of God® future
kingdom that was established by Jesus Christ.

Theold ageis characterized by glory concedled, while the God® new creation will be
characterized by glory revedled. C. S. Lewis thought thisglory was receiving recognition
from God, as a proudfather recognizes and praises his son. 1t& hearing the words, "Well
donegood and faithful servant” from the God who has created us

TheBible claims tha our present sufferingsaren® even worth comparing to theglory tha
will characterize God® new creation. Yet our present sufferingsare very red and often
very painful. | was reminded of this once again this past week as Ameliaand visited Blake
Harrisonin the hosital.

Elsewhere in the Bible Paul calls them "momentary and light afflictions” yet at thetime
they fed anything but GnomentaryOor Qight.ODiseases ravage our bodes and the bodes
of those we care about.
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Heartbreak from marriages ended, relationships broken and children in rebellion weigh
heavily on our hearts. Physica pan, addctions, sexud abuse and fedingsof longliness
and despair plague usin this present age.

Yet the Bible clams that when we put these experiencesin the scaes and weigh it aganst
our future glory, there® no comparison. You see, it® not that our future glory baances
out our present suffering, butit® that theglory is so much greater than the suffering, that
there® no comparison.

Our future glory will drown out al memory of our present suffering.

Paul pictures theentire cosmos-all thegdaxies of God@® crestion-as waiting on ti ptoein
anticipation for this future age to dawn. Theentire created order-thegdaxies, the stars,
the solar systems-theentire earth are like an audence waiting in eager anticipaionfor the
final curtain to fall.

And when that find curtain falls, God® true sons and daughters will be reveded for who
they truly are! Right now in many ways, Jesus Christ@ followers lookjust like other
people do. Weget sick, jus like other people. We experience heartbreak, falure, broken
relationships, anger, frusrationand al the other thingsthat are characteristic of the
human condtion.

But oneday thecurtain will be pulled away and who we really are will be reveded: God®
adopted sons and daughters. First John 3:2 puts it this way: "We are God@® children and
what we will be has not yet been made known." Currently God@ children are concealed,
but oneday they@ be reveded.

In this section Paul seems to bereflecting back on Genesis 3 and the effects of human sin
on God@® creation. When sin entered into theworld through Adam, the entire created
order was subjected to frustration by God as a consequence of Adam@ sin.

Theword "frustration™ here smply means "unable to fulfill itsfundion.” Thecreation
order didn®do anything wrong, yet God himself subjected creation to frustration in order
to vanquish the power of sin and bring abou a new creation.

So theentire created order is waiting to beliberated from its bonda@e to decay. TheBible
says that there will be anew heaven and anew earth-that old will pass away and al
thingswill be made new.

All of creationiswaiting to beliberated from its bondage to decay.
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Yet God subjected creation to this "frustration” in hope, because he knew that he@ use
this very condtion to vanquish the power of sin. Theword picture Paul uses to describe
creation® present condtionis childbirth.

When labor comes, mom@ you know this-contraction panscan be unbearable. At that
moment, many moms say to themselves that they will never dothis again. Yet onee tha
child comes, thejoy of holding that little baby isn®even worth comparing to the agony of
labor.

And so here we find thefirst consequence of living in between the times. In between the
present and thefuture: In the midst of our present struggles and sufferings, the
entire universe yearns for the completion of God’s purposes.

And what this does is give usamacro-vision of God@® plan. You see, God@visionisn®
just for people, but God®visionis to transform his entire creation. God wants to bring
aboutsalvation of thecosmos not just salvation for people.

Andit@ that ultimate god that creationlongsfor. From the moment of it& inception at
creation by theLord in thebook of Genesis, the universe has been continudly expanding
andit will expand until Christ comes again and completes God® purposes.

All of human history and the history of thegaaxies are moving toward the finish line of
God@® purposes. This completion of God® purposes will mean the defeat of sin, the
death of death, the vind cation of goodress and the extermination of evil.

But until then, creation rumbles and trembles with earthquées, tornados typhoons and
tsunami®-like labor contractions asit awaits thefulfillment of God® purposes. Creation
yearns to get back to thefuture.

We Yearn to Get Back To The Future (Romans 8:23-25).

Yet the created order isn®theonly thing yearning. Lookat verse 23-25 (read). Paul now
shifts from the macro-vision of God® whole creation to the micro-vision of our

individual lives. Once again we find atensgon between the "dready” and the"not yet." On
the"dready" sidewe have God® Holy Spirit livinginsde of usas God® "first fruits."
Back then, thefirst fruits were thefirst crops that were harvested by afarmer early in
the season.

Thefirst fruitsindcated the quelity and scope of tha season® harvest-goodfirst fruits
meant agood harvest was coming. Thisisaword picture telling usthat theindwelling of
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God® Spirit is God® pledge-a foretaste and guarantee of the"final harvest” wedl receive
at theend of theage.

Throughout Romans 8, weQ@e encourtered different things God® Spirit doesin ourlives.
In verse 5 God@® Spirit changes our thinking. In verse 9 he makes his homeingde of us In
verse 11 he promises us life.

In verse 13 he empowers us to put to death the misdeedsof our body. In verse 14 he
leadsus. In verse 15 he bringsusinto an experience of adoption andin verse 16 he
testifies to our spirit that we®e truly God@ children.

Yet as awesome as these thingsare, they®e only a pledge, theforetaste or thefirst fruits
of what awaitsus in ou future. If thefirst installment is that awesome, imagine what the
fina payment will belike.

We dso find atension here aboutour adoption as God@® children. Back in verse 15we
foundtha were aready been adopted by God the Father. Yet here we find that dthough
our adoption is accomplished, it isn® yet reveded to theworld. Therevealing of our
adoption to theworld is still future, awaiting the consummation of God® kingdom.

Althowgh the salvation of our souls has aready been accomplished, we@e still waiting for
the salvation of our bodes. Our sinsare forgiven, we®e saved forever from the pendty of
oursins

And yet we still struggle with the power of sinin our lives and we still have the presence
of siniin ourbodes, leading usto weakness, pan, sickness and even death. So athowgh
our souls are saved, we still await the redemption of our bodes.

Thisfina salvationisn® salvation from our body, but it& the salvation of our bodes,
when our bodes rise from thegrave immorta, glorious andfit for living in God®
kingdom.

Because of this tension between the"aready" andthe"not yet." we aso groan for our
future. We@e dready saved (past tense), but we still need to hopefor the future. Hope
by itsvery natureis still future, which meansthat aslorg as there® hope, our salvationis
sure, but not yet completed.

An so here we find the secondresult of living in between the times. In between the
present and thefuture: In the midst of our present struggles and sufferings, we

yearn for the completion of our salvation.

We still await that fina day, when ourbody catches up to our soul. Until then, we
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struggle as followers of Jesus Christ. Althowgh our souls are getting stronger spiritudly,
our bodes are getting wesker.

Though we long to obey Jesus, to reflect Jesus in our daily decisions something insde of
us resists this desire. We@e susceptible to disease and sickness, mortaity and corruption.
We experience heartbreak and sometimes we wonde if we can even go on ancther minute.

So we yearn to get back to the future, God® future where we truly beorg.
God’s Spirit Yearns to Get Us Back To The Future (Romans 8:26-27).

Finaly today, look at verses 26-27 (read). Asin the previousverses we find a contrast
between the"dready” and the"not yet." Our present condtionis characterized by
"weakness." This word means"a state of incapeacity.O

Sometimes this word refers to physica weakness, like disease, fatigue, sickness and aging.
Other timesit refers to spiritud weakness, where we find oursalves confused and feding
adorein thespiritud life. Weakness is the opposite of glory.

Part of our present condtion of weaknessis not knowing how to pray because we don®
know what God®@will is. Even in our praying, wele in a state of weakness often
characterized by ignorance and spiritud poverty.

We know God(@ revedled will from the Bible, but most often we don®know exactly what
God wants to do or accomplish in specific situations. Althowgh lots of Christians like to
pretend they know exactly what God® will isin specific circumstances, theredity is that
we walk by faith. And often ourwalk isin thewrong direction.

| findit interesting that Paul doesn®tell usto try to overcome this state of ignorance
aboutGod@will. Paul doesn@tell us "If youjust try harder, you® know exactly what
God@will is.OHe doesn® promise absolute assurance of God@ will in every
circumstance if we just pray hard enowh.

Ignorance of God®will is part of our condtion of weakness, a condtion that we®e stuck
with until the secondcoming of Jesus Christ. So athough there will be some times when
we fedl supernatural guidancein God® will, these times will be rare and even susceptible
to error at times.

And so ingead of telling usto overcome our condtion of wesakness, the Bible promises
hdp from God®@ Holy Spirit in themidst of our weakness. Theword for "hep" here
conjures up theimage of someone struggling to carry a heavy burden, unableto lift it.
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But then another person comes dong and they hdp pick up the burden, so together you
can carry the burden. God@® Spirit comes alorg side of usand picks up the burden of our
weakness, our ignorance of God®@ will, ourincapecity to know what to pray.

He picksit up.

God® Spirit hd ps us by interceding to the Father for uswith groaningstoo deep for
words. Theword "groaning” is the sameword used in verse 22 of creationgroaning, andin
verse 23 of usgroaning. Here God® Spirit is groaning.

Now some people think thisis talking about God® Spirit giving the Christian a specia
"prayer language’ to pray with, aspecid languagethat the Christian can®understand.
Theideaistha God® Spirit is praying through the Christian using this specia prayer
language that@ unknown to the Christian.

However, | don®think this passageis taking about a prayer language or what the Bible
esewhere cdls the"gift of tongues.” The Greek adjective trandated "words canna
express' literally means"unspoken” or "wordless.O

Thegift of tongues dways congsts of words that are dways spoken out loud, even
though the person praying can® undestand the meaning of thewords without thegift of
interpretation.

But these groanings are "unspoken"” or "wordlessOand can®be a reference to language,
known or unknown. Another indication that this doesn®refer to thegift of

tongues is that this promise of help from God® Spirit is promised to &l Christians No
matter how mature or immature, no matter how spiritudly gifted, every follower of Jesus
Christ is promised thishdp in how to pray.

Yet dsewhere Paul makesit clear that not al Christians have a prayer language or thegift
of tongues, that thisis only agift given by God to some Christians, as God® Spirit sees
fit or ashewills (1 Corinthians12:11 & 29-30).

And so if thisisn®a prayer language, what isit? | think theideais that in the Christian(
heart, heor shetruly wants to see God® will accomplished. We echo the prayer Jesus
taught us, "Your will be dore, onearth asit isin heaven.”

Yet in our daily circumstances, we often don®know exactly what God@will truly is.
Sometimes we are so desperate and distressed that al we can doiscry out to God with
inaudible groanings
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God® Spirit takes these inarticulate, wordless longings and expresses them to God in
accordance with God®@ will. Since God the Father knows themind of God the Holy
Spirit, God@ Spirit trandates our requestsin away that is congstent with God the
Father@ will for our lives.

And so here we find a third consequence of living in between the times. In between the
Qi readyOand the Ghot yet.Oln between the present and the future; In the midst of our
present struggles and sufferings, God’s spirit yearns to help us fulfill God’s will.

Let me share an example with you. Hundreds of years ago, there was aguy named
Augustinewho grew up in ahome with a devoted Christian mom and a non-Christian dad.
Augustinerebelled from his mom@ faith and joined a non-Christian cullt.

He lived alife of sexud immorality and partying. Augustine® mother Monica prayed
daly for Augustine@ salvation, but he seemed to sink deeper and deeper into rebelion
and unbdlief.

And then one day Augustineannourced to his mom that he was moving to Italy, which
would be alot like your teenager annourting that he® moving to Cancun. Monica
desperately prayed for God to stop Augustinefrom moving to Italy, crying out to Godin
desperation for her son.

M onica feared that she@ lose her son for good if hemoved to Italy. Yet it wasin Italy
where Augudine started attending a church as a seeker and an Itaian Christian pastor
named Ambrose eventudly led Augustineinto alife changing relationship with Jesus.

You see, God@ Spirit took Monica@ desperate pleas to God to stop Augustine from
moving to Italy and trandated these requests into pleas for Augustine® conversionin
Italy. That@® what Monica@ heart was groaning for deep down.

And thisis God® promise to you and I, to hdp us fulfill God@will, even when we dor®
know what that will is.

As Christianswe live in between the ages, in this"aready"” and "not yet" tension.
Now some Christiansget out of bdance and over emphasize the"dready” part of the

spiritud life. These Christians start trying to claim promises for their lives tha won®be
fulfilled untl the"not yet" phase.
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These are people who think that Christians shouldn®get sick. Many preachers of the
"nameit, and claim it-the health, weal th and prosperity gospel O(Word of Faith

M ovement) tell people this very thing-tha Christians shouldn®get sick in the present
lifeandif they do, it@ because there@ something wrong with the Christian.

They shipwreck their faith by telling them that they don®have enowgh faith. | know this
to betruebecause | was once deeply seeded in this fasegospd.

These Christianslivein congant guilt, because they@e trusting God to do something he
hasn® promised to do until the"not yet" part of our salvation comes.

Othe Christiansout of bdancein this area clam that it( possible to reach a point of
sinless perfectionin thislife. These Christiansclaim that if you still struggle with sinful
habits and attitudes, then there@® something wrong with you.

They claim tha mature Christianswill completely stop sinningin thislife, reaching a
point of sinless perspective. Oneextreme of thisfase teaching is called the Manifested
Sonsof God/Latter Rain theology (Maple Grove).

Thereare entire Christian groups that bdieve this and this creates a heap of guilt and
legdism on those expaosed to this fase teaching. This teaching aso breeds pride and
hypocrisy because Christians start pretending and faking it, because inwardly they

know that they®e still struggling with sin.

Findly, people who are out of bdancein this areatend to think sufferingisasign of
God@displeasure. If my marriageis struggling or | get fired or someone runsared light
and crashes into my car, it must be because there® something wrong with me.

Rather than seeing suffering as a sharing in Christ@ passion and the pathway to glory as
we foundlast week in Romans 8:17, suffering is viewed as asign that there@® something
wrong with me.

But othe people get out of bdance ontheother side These people get out of bdance on
the"not yet" side, not redlizing that God can help them today. These people tendto live
defeated lives, not knowing that they can make real progress in the spiritud life.

Even thowgh we won®reach sinless perfectionin thisin between time, we can grow.
These people often have a"hunke in the bunker" mentdity, smply holding onwith
white knudkles until Jesus comes again. Maybe you know afew of those people?
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Rather than filling ther lives with purpose and meaning by laboring with Jesus Christ
Church for God® kingdom purposes today, they simply give up andgivein. They are
filled with hopelessness, simply hoping for the future without experiencing God@love,
peace andjoy in the present.

God wants us to live a balanced lifein between the"dready” and the"not yet" of God®
kingdom. Until we get back to thefuture where we belong, the universe yearnsfor the
fulfillment of God@® purposes, we yearn for the completion of our savation,and God®
Spirit yearnsto hdp us fulfill God@will. Amen.



