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One of the things that I have found to be true in life is that sometimes the excitement of 
planning a trip exceeds the actual destination. Has that ever happened to you? You look so 
forward to a taking a trip, you visualize it to be this great place, only to be disappointed 
upon your arrival. It doesnÕt turn out to be what you thought it would be.  
 
And sometimes life can be a lot like that. We wait for things with a hopeful eager 
expectation, but when we finally get what we were eagerly looking forward to, it can be a 
let down. It can be a disappointment. 
 
Kids look eagerly look forward to Disneyland, yet as fun as Disneyland is, sometimes it 
doesnÕt quite live up to their hopes or ours as parents. We look forward to going off to 
college, to getting married, to having kids, to moving up in the world, to retirement, yet 
none of these things deliver all that we had hoped that they would be.  
 
We spend all our time and energy climbing the ladder of success, but when we reach the 
top we find that the view isnÕt nearly as wonderful as weÕd once thought it would be. 
ThereÕs a restlessness behind our yearnings that nothing can seem to satisfy.  
 
Almost sixty years ago, the Christian author C. S. Lewis preached a sermon called "The 
Weight of Glory" that addressed this very issue. Lewis claimed that the true longing 
behind all our earthly longings is a longing for heaven.  
 
Lewis said, "Our lifelong nostalgia, our longing to be reunited with something in the 
universe from which we now feel cut off, to be on the inside of some door which we have 
always seen from the outside" is really a hunger for God himself. 
 
This experience is especially true of people whoÕve become followers of Jesus Christ. 
You see, Christians live in between two ages, in a tension between the "already" and the 
"not yet" of GodÕs Kingdom.  
 
On the "already" side, Jesus Christ has already lived a perfect life, died on the cross for 
our sins and rose from the grave to vanquish death. Jesus claimed that his life, death and 
resurrection established GodÕs rule and reign.  
 
Yet creation is still dominated by sin and despair continues to persist, even though GodÕs 
new creation realm is invading the old creation. 
 
 
On the "not yet" side is the future second coming of Jesus Christ at the end of the age. 
WeÕre still waiting for the final curtain on history to fall, when GodÕs kingdom is 
consummated in power on this earth.  
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WeÕre waiting for that time predicted in Revelation 11:15, when the kingdoms of this 
world become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah Jesus. WeÕre waiting for the 
new creation, that time when suffering will be eliminated, when grieving is soothed and 
when death is swallowed up by life. 
 
Even though we live in between the "already" and the "not yet," the follower of Jesus 
Christ belongs to the new creation, to the future. The moment we trust in Jesus and 
become his follower, we become part of GodÕs new creation.  
 
ThatÕs where our true home is. ThatÕs where we truly belong. This life that we live in is 
but a whisper. ItÕs temporary. We are pilgrims just passing through. We really donÕt 
belong here. WeÕre like Marty McFly in the old "Back to the Future" movie. Marty if 
you remember is stuck in the past, but truly belongs in the future. 
 
And because we live in this tension, itÕs not always easy to live the spiritual life of 
following Jesus Christ. And so today weÕre going to look at some results of living during 
this in between time. 
 
Creation Yearns To Get Back to the Future (Romans 8:18-22). 
 
If you have your Bibles with you this morning, please turn with me to Romans 8:18 
(pray and read verses 18-22). The message this morning is entitled, ÒBack To The 
Future.Ó Paul is contrasting the old age of Adam with the in-breaking of GodÕs future 
kingdom that was established by Jesus Christ.  
 
The old age is characterized by glory concealed, while the GodÕs new creation will be 
characterized by glory revealed. C. S. Lewis thought this glory was receiving recognition 
from God, as a proud father recognizes and praises his son. ItÕs hearing the words, "Well 
done good and faithful servant" from the God who has created us. 
 
The Bible claims that our present sufferings arenÕt even worth comparing to the glory that 
will characterize GodÕs new creation. Yet our present sufferings are very real and often 
very painful. I was reminded of this once again this past week as Amelia and visited Blake 
Harrison in the hospital.  
 
 
Elsewhere in the Bible Paul calls them "momentary and light afflictions," yet at the time 
they feel anything but ÒmomentaryÓ or Òlight.Ó Diseases ravage our bodies and the bodies 
of those we care about.  
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Heartbreak from marriages ended, relationships broken and children in rebellion weigh 
heavily on our hearts. Physical pain, addictions, sexual abuse and feelings of loneliness 
and despair plague us in this present age. 
 
Yet the Bible claims that when we put these experiences in the scales and weigh it against 
our future glory, thereÕs no comparison. You see, itÕs not that our future glory balances 
out our present suffering, but itÕs that the glory is so much greater than the suffering, that 
thereÕs no comparison.  
 
Our future glory will drown out all memory of our present suffering. 
 
Paul pictures the entire cosmos-all the galaxies of GodÕs creation-as waiting on tiptoe in 
anticipation for this future age to dawn. The entire created order-the galaxies, the stars, 
the solar systems-the entire earth are like an audience waiting in eager anticipation for the 
final curtain to fall. 
 
And when that final curtain falls, GodÕs true sons and daughters will be revealed for who 
they truly are! Right now in many ways, Jesus ChristÕs followers look just like other 
people do. We get sick, just like other people. We experience heartbreak, failure, broken 
relationships, anger, frustration and all the other things that are characteristic of the 
human condition.  
 
But one day the curtain will be pulled away and who we really are will be revealed: GodÕs 
adopted sons and daughters. First John 3:2 puts it this way: "We are GodÕs children and 
what we will be has not yet been made known." Currently GodÕs children are concealed, 
but one day theyÕll be revealed. 
 
In this section Paul seems to be reflecting back on Genesis 3 and the effects of human sin 
on GodÕs creation. When sin entered into the world through Adam, the entire created 
order was subjected to frustration by God as a consequence of AdamÕs sin.  
 
The word "frustration" here simply means, "unable to fulfill its function." The creation 
order didnÕt do anything wrong, yet God himself subjected creation to frustration in order 
to vanquish the power of sin and bring about a new creation.  
 
 
So the entire created order is waiting to be liberated from its bondage to decay. The Bible 
says that there will be a new heaven and a new earth-that old will pass away and all 
things will be made new.  
 
All of creation is waiting to be liberated from its bondage to decay. 
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Yet God subjected creation to this "frustration" in hope, because he knew that heÕd use 
this very condition to vanquish the power of sin. The word picture Paul uses to describe 
creationÕs present condition is childbirth.  
 
When labor comes, momÕs you know this-contraction pains can be unbearable. At that 
moment, many moms say to themselves that they will never do this again. Yet once that 
child comes, the joy of holding that little baby isnÕt even worth comparing to the agony of 
labor. 
 
And so here we find the first consequence of living in between the times. In between the 
present and the future: In the midst of our present struggles and sufferings, the 
entire universe yearns for the completion of God’s purposes.    
 
And what this does is give us a macro-vision of GodÕs plan. You see, GodÕs vision isnÕt 
just for people, but GodÕs vision is to transform his entire creation. God wants to bring 
about salvation of the cosmos, not just salvation for people.  
 
And itÕs that ultimate goal that creation longs for. From the moment of itÕs inception at 
creation by the Lord in the book of Genesis, the universe has been continually expanding 
and it will expand until Christ comes again and completes GodÕs purposes.  
 
All of human history and the history of the galaxies are moving toward the finish line of 
GodÕs purposes. This completion of GodÕs purposes will mean the defeat of sin, the 
death of death, the vindication of goodness and the extermination of evil.  
 
But until then, creation rumbles and trembles with earthquakes, tornados, typhoons and 
tsunamiÕs-like labor contractions, as it awaits the fulfillment of GodÕs purposes. Creation 
yearns to get back to the future. 
 
We Yearn to Get Back To The Future (Romans 8:23-25). 
 
Yet the created order isnÕt the only thing yearning.  Look at verse 23-25 (read). Paul now 
shifts from the macro-vision of GodÕs whole creation to the micro-vision of our  
 
individual lives. Once again we find a tension between the "already" and the "not yet." On 
the "already" side we have GodÕs Holy Spirit living inside of us as GodÕs "first fruits." 
 Back then, the first fruits were the first crops that were harvested by a farmer early in 
the season.  
 
The first fruits indicated the quality and scope of that seasonÕs harvest-good first fruits 
meant a good harvest was coming. This is a word picture telling us that the indwelling of 
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GodÕs Spirit is GodÕs pledge-a foretaste and guarantee of the "final harvest" weÕll receive 
at the end of the age.  
 
Throughout Romans 8, weÕve encountered different things GodÕs Spirit does in our lives. 
In verse 5 GodÕs Spirit changes our thinking. In verse 9 he makes his home inside of us. In 
verse 11 he promises us life.  
 
In verse 13 he empowers us to put to death the misdeeds of our body. In verse 14 he 
leads us. In verse 15 he brings us into an experience of adoption and in verse 16 he 
testifies to our spirit that weÕre truly GodÕs children.  
 
Yet as awesome as these things are, theyÕre only a pledge, the foretaste or the first fruits 
of what awaits us in our future. If the first installment is that awesome, imagine what the 
final payment will be like. 
 
We also find a tension here about our adoption as GodÕs children. Back in verse 15 we 
found that weÕve already been adopted by God the Father. Yet here we find that although 
our adoption is accomplished, it isnÕt yet revealed to the world. The revealing of our 
adoption to the world is still future, awaiting the consummation of GodÕs kingdom. 
 
Although the salvation of our souls has already been accomplished, weÕre still waiting for 
the salvation of our bodies. Our sins are forgiven, weÕre saved forever from the penalty of 
our sins.  
 
And yet we still struggle with the power of sin in our lives and we still have the presence 
of sin in our bodies, leading us to weakness, pain, sickness and even death. So although 
our souls are saved, we still await the redemption of our bodies.  
 
This final salvation isnÕt salvation from our body, but itÕs the salvation of our bodies, 
when our bodies rise from the grave immortal, glorious and fit for living in GodÕs 
kingdom. 
 
Because of this tension between the "already" and the "not yet." we also groan for our 
future. WeÕre already saved (past tense), but we still need to hope for the future. Hope 
by its very nature is still future, which means that as long as thereÕs hope, our salvation is 
sure, but not yet completed. 
 
An so here we find the second result of living in between the times. In between the 
present and the future: In the midst of our present struggles and sufferings, we 
yearn for the completion of our salvation.  
 
We still await that final day, when our body catches up to our soul. Until then, we 
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struggle as followers of Jesus Christ. Although our souls are getting stronger spiritually, 
our bodies are getting weaker.  
 
Though we long to obey Jesus, to reflect Jesus in our daily decisions, something inside of 
us resists this desire. WeÕre susceptible to disease and sickness, mortality and corruption. 
We experience heartbreak and sometimes we wonder if we can even go on another minute.  
 
So we yearn to get back to the future, GodÕs future where we truly belong. 
 
God’s Spirit Yearns to Get Us Back To The Future (Romans 8:26-27). 
 
Finally today, look at verses 26-27 (read). As in the previous verses we find a contrast 
between the "already" and the "not yet." Our present condition is characterized by 
"weakness." This word means "a state of incapacity.Ó  
 
Sometimes this word refers to physical weakness, like disease, fatigue, sickness and aging. 
Other times it refers to spiritual weakness, where we find ourselves confused and feeling 
alone in the spiritual life. Weakness is the opposite of glory. 
 
Part of our present condition of weakness is not knowing how to pray because we donÕt 
know what GodÕs will is. Even in our praying, weÕre in a state of weakness often 
characterized by ignorance and spiritual poverty. 
 
We know GodÕs revealed will from the Bible, but most often we donÕt know exactly what 
God wants to do or accomplish in specific situations. Although lots of Christians like to 
pretend they know exactly what GodÕs will is in specific circumstances, the reality is that 
we walk by faith. And often our walk is in the wrong direction. 
 
 
I find it interesting that Paul doesnÕt tell us to try to overcome this state of ignorance 
about GodÕs will. Paul doesnÕt tell us, "If you just try harder, youÕll know exactly what 
GodÕs will is.Ó He doesnÕt promise absolute assurance of GodÕs will in every 
circumstance if we just pray hard enough.  
 
Ignorance of GodÕs will is part of our condition of weakness, a condition that weÕre stuck 
with until the second coming of Jesus Christ. So although there will be some times when 
we feel supernatural guidance in GodÕs will, these times will be rare and even susceptible 
to error at times. 
 
And so instead of telling us to overcome our condition of weakness, the Bible promises 
help from GodÕs Holy Spirit in the midst of our weakness. The word for "help" here 
conjures up the image of someone struggling to carry a heavy burden, unable to lif t it.  
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But then another person comes along and they help pick up the burden, so together you 
can carry the burden. GodÕs Spirit comes along side of us and picks up the burden of our 
weakness, our ignorance of GodÕs will, our incapacity to know what to pray.  
He picks it up. 
 
GodÕs Spirit helps us by interceding to the Father for us with groanings too deep for 
words. The word "groaning" is the same word used in verse 22 of creation groaning, and in 
verse 23 of us groaning. Here GodÕs Spirit is groaning. 
 
Now some people think this is talking about GodÕs Spirit giving the Christian a special 
"prayer language" to pray with, a special language that the Christian canÕt understand. 
The idea is that GodÕs Spirit is praying through the Christian using this special prayer 
language thatÕs unknown to the Christian.   
 
However, I donÕt think this passage is talking about a prayer language or what the Bible 
elsewhere calls the "gift of tongues." The Greek adjective translated "words cannot 
express" literally means "unspoken" or "wordless.Ó  
 
The gift of tongues always consists of words that are always spoken out loud, even 
though the person praying canÕt understand the meaning of the words without the gift of 
interpretation.  
 
But these groanings are "unspoken" or "wordlessÓ and canÕt be a reference to language, 
known or unknown. Another indication that this doesnÕt refer to the gift of  
 
tongues is that this promise of help from GodÕs Spirit is promised to all Christians. No 
matter how mature or immature, no matter how spiritually gifted, every follower of Jesus 
Christ is promised this help in how to pray.  
 
Yet elsewhere Paul makes it clear that not all Christians have a prayer language or the gift 
of tongues, that this is only a gift given by God to some Christians, as GodÕs Spirit sees 
fit or as he wills (1 Corinthians 12:11 & 29-30).   
 
And so if this isnÕt a prayer language, what is it? I think the idea is that in the ChristianÕs 
heart, he or she truly wants to see GodÕs will accomplished. We echo the prayer Jesus 
taught us, "Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven."  
 
Yet in our daily circumstances, we often donÕt know exactly what GodÕs will truly is. 
Sometimes we are so desperate and distressed that all we can do is cry out to God with 
inaudible groanings.  
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GodÕs Spirit takes these inarticulate, wordless longings and expresses them to God in 
accordance with GodÕs will. Since God the Father knows the mind of God the Holy 
Spirit, GodÕs Spirit translates our requests in a way that is consistent with God the 
FatherÕs will for our lives. 
 
And so here we find a third consequence of living in between the times. In between the 
ÒalreadyÓ and the Ònot yet.Ó In between the present and the future: In the midst of our 
present struggles and sufferings, God’s spirit yearns to help us fulfill God’s will. 
 
Let me share an example with you. Hundreds of years ago, there was a guy named 
Augustine who grew up in a home with a devoted Christian mom and a non-Christian dad. 
Augustine rebelled from his momÕs faith and joined a non-Christian cult.  
 
He lived a life of sexual immorality and partying. AugustineÕs mother Monica prayed 
daily for AugustineÕs salvation, but he seemed to sink deeper and deeper into rebellion 
and unbelief.  
 
And then one day Augustine announced to his mom that he was moving to Italy, which 
would be a lot like your teenager announcing that heÕs moving to Cancun. Monica 
desperately prayed for God to stop Augustine from moving to Italy, crying out to God in 
desperation for her son.  
 
 
 
Monica feared that sheÕd lose her son for good if he moved to Italy. Yet it was in Italy 
where Augustine started attending a church as a seeker and an Italian Christian pastor 
named Ambrose eventually led Augustine into a life changing relationship with Jesus. 
 
You see, GodÕs Spirit took MonicaÕs desperate pleas to God to stop Augustine from 
moving to Italy and translated these requests into pleas for AugustineÕs conversion in 
Italy. ThatÕs what MonicaÕs heart was groaning for deep down. 
 
And this is GodÕs promise to you and I, to help us fulfill GodÕs will, even when we donÕt 
know what that will is. 
 
As Christians we live in between the ages, in this "already" and "not yet" tension.   
 
Now some Christians get out of balance and over emphasize the "already" part of the 
spiritual life. These Christians start trying to claim promises for their lives that wonÕt be 
fulfilled until the "not yet" phase.  
 



Back To The Future 
Romans 8:18-27 

These are people who think that Christians shouldnÕt get sick. Many preachers of the 
"name it, and claim it-the health, wealth and prosperity gospelÓ (Word of Faith 
Movement) tell people this very thing-that Christians shouldnÕt get sick in the present 
life and if they do, itÕs because thereÕs something wrong with the Christian.  
 
They shipwreck their faith by telling them that they donÕt have enough faith. I know this 
to be true because I was once deeply seeded in this false gospel. 
 
These Christians live in constant guilt, because theyÕre trusting God to do something he 
hasnÕt promised to do until the "not yet" part of our salvation comes. 
 
Other Christians out of balance in this area claim that itÕs possible to reach a point of 
sinless perfection in this life. These Christians claim that if you still struggle with sinful 
habits and attitudes, then thereÕs something wrong with you.  
 
They claim that mature Christians will completely stop sinning in this life, reaching a 
point of sinless perspective. One extreme of this false teaching is called the Manifested 
Sons of God/Latter Rain theology (Maple Grove).  
 
There are entire Christian groups that believe this and this creates a heap of guilt and 
legalism on those exposed to this false teaching. This teaching also breeds pride and 
hypocrisy because Christians start pretending and faking it, because inwardly they  
 
know that theyÕre still struggling with sin. 
 
Finally, people who are out of balance in this area tend to think suffering is a sign of 
GodÕs displeasure. If my marriage is struggling or I get fired or someone runs a red light 
and crashes into my car, it must be because thereÕs something wrong with me.  
 
Rather than seeing suffering as a sharing in ChristÕs passion and the pathway to glory as 
we found last week in Romans 8:17, suffering is viewed as a sign that thereÕs something 
wrong with me. 
 
But other people get out of balance on the other side. These people get out of balance on 
the "not yet" side, not realizing that God can help them today. These people tend to live 
defeated lives, not knowing that they can make real progress in the spiritual life.  
 
Even though we wonÕt reach sinless perfection in this in between time, we can grow. 
These people often have a "hunker in the bunker" mentality, simply holding on with 
white knuckles until Jesus comes again. Maybe you know a few of those people? 
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Rather than filling their lives with purpose and meaning by laboring with Jesus ChristÕs 
Church for GodÕs kingdom purposes today, they simply give up and give in. They are 
filled with hopelessness, simply hoping for the future without experiencing GodÕs love, 
peace and joy in the present. 
 
God wants us to live a balanced life in between the "already" and the "not yet" of GodÕs 
kingdom. Until we get back to the future where we belong, the universe yearns for the 
fulfillment of GodÕs purposes, we yearn for the completion of our salvation, and GodÕs 
Spirit yearns to help us fulfill GodÕs will. Amen. 


