Family Privileges
Romans 8:12-17

Oneof thesad redlities that we livein today isthat not al fathers are faithful. My father
to my knowledge was faithful to my mom, butl know tha even within the small family
of RBCC, | am aware of some of your fathers that were not faithful.

Somefathers Ieft at an early age, some while ther kids were growing up and maybe some
later on down theroad after dl the kidswere out of schod.

And for some you who have experienced theexit of thefather from thefamily, it& maybe
been yourgoa as afather to bedifferent. But try as you might, you still disappoint your
kids Youstill let them down at times or put too big of expectationson them. You hope
to leave avery different legacy than your birth father Ieft to you, but try and you might,
you can®ever be the perfect father to your children.

Only theL ord can be tha perfectly faithful Father to his children. And that® hard for us
to imagine as fathers because we are not pefect. 1t@ hard sometimes to have the ability to
undestand or explain God@kind of love.

1t& so different than what weQre experienced from those who®e loved usand even
different from how weQre loved others. Faithful, forever faithful-that@ what kind of
Father Godis to his children.

Today we®e going to look at four family privileges that we receive when we become part
of God@family through faith in Jesus Christ. Y ou see, athough the Bible teaches that all
human beingsare God® offspring by creation, the Bible aso teaches that because of the
power of sinin our world, we@®e estranged from God.

In our natura condtion, al of usare children of Adam, not children of God. Quite often
as| livethislife, | hear people say, QVe aredl children of God OTha@ not true
According to the Bible, it& only when we place our trust in God®good news about his
Son Jesus Christ that we move from being achild of Adam to a child of God.

1t& only when we confess our sinsto God, it@& only when we turn (repent) from our sins
(tha old lifein Adam) and live anew lifein Christ by God@grace that we truly become
children of God.

When we move from being achild of Adam to bengachild of God, lots of thingschange
inourlives. It@ radical. If you are here today andyou claim to beachild of

God, but you@e still living in the sinsof your previouslife, if nothing has changed-
you@e probably not child of God. You have been deceived.
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| wonde sometimes how many people have been tricked by the devil into bdieving tha
they are achild of God when they redly aren® Woudn®that be your #1 strategy if you
were devil? Yet | seeit moreand more today, especidly in the church-people claming to
bechildren of God, but living adifferent lifea part from God. Ther lives don®match up
with God® ways. They say onething and do another.

One of thethingsthat changes when you truly become achild of God are the family
privileges and wede going to talk abouttoday in Romans8:12-17. Turn with meif you
have your Bibles this morning to Romans 8:12-17 (pray).

Forward Progress (Romans 8:12-14)

Let@ explore thefirst privilege together in verses 12-14 (read). Now at first an obligation
doesn® soundmuch like a privilege doesit? | mean a privilegeis something like getting
into a Twins gamefor free or free college tuition. That@ a privilege.

An obligationis more like paying property taxes, which herein Otsego are going up every
year, but | am obligated to pay them if | want to continueto livein Otsego. 1t& hard to
imagine an obligation being a privilegeisn®it?

But the point hereis that our former obligation to our old way of life has been completdy
broken. The phrase "sinful nature" in verses 12 & 13isliteraly "theflesh" and as we@e
seen throughout Romans "the flesh” describes life without Jesus, lifein Adam, withou a
relationship with God.

According to the Bible, in our natural condtion we(e endaved to sin and this
endavement obligates us to live life without reference to God and God@ principles for
living life. We were stuck, like a person sitting in a car with a dead battery, congantly
turning theignition, but unable to start the engine.

But when we trust in God® Son and become followers of Jesus, welde nolonger in the
old era of "theflesh” but we®e transferred to the new era of "the Spirit." Because of this
change in where we belong, we®e not unde obligation to live our lives to the old era. Our
obligation to lifein Adam has been broken because now wele pat of God® kingdom,
brought into God@ family, joined to God® people, the Christian Church.

So now wele free from our old obligation and we@e been given the freedom to live a new
way. In verse 14 Christians are described as "Sonsof God." Theword used here doesn®
describe ayourg child, butan adult child who has al therights and privileges that go with
bang an aduit child in afamily.
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When we trust in God® Son, we become part of God@ family, joined to God as our
Father and entrusted with therights and privileges of adult children.

Children of Adam will ultimately experience death, eterna separation from God. Tha®
the death mentioned in verse 13 and it® theinevitable result of bang achild of Adam, a
person who bdongsto the old era of theflesh.

People who are children of Adam have no chaice but to live according to this old era-they
were bom into it. But when by choice we become God® adult children through faith in
Jesus Christ, we®e promised life.

This"life" isn@just future lifein heaven, but arich, abundant, satisfying life walking with
God today. Not necessary an easier life and not necessarily getting al we want, but rather
alife dependant on God for dl that we need.

This is God@ kingdom life enjoyed in the present-in the here and now.

Being "led by the Spirit" in this sectionisn® so much talking about specific acts of
guidance as it(3 talking about the direction of ourlife being shaped by God® Spirit. Every
follower of Jesus Christ is by definitionled by God@ Spirit in the sense that his or her
life directionis now determined by God@® Spirit.

God® Spirit gently and congantly prods us in thedirection God wants for us To beled
by God® Spirit meansto have changed our future from death to life, to have changed our
relationship to God from rebellion to obedience and to have changed our status from
rebelliousenemy to bdoved child (repeat).

So here we find thefirst family privilege. When we become children in God’s family,
God gives us the privilege of forward progress.

When we are truly being led by God® Spirit, we can expect steady progress toward our
future with God. | want to you notice adynamic tengon between God® power and our
effort in this text abouthow we make this forward progress. On the onehand the source
of the power to make progressis God® Spirit. 1t& "by the Spirit" that we put to

desth the misdeeds of the body. 1t& God® Spirit who® guiding and directing usforward.
But on the other hand, we have an important role to play in making the chaice (key
emphasis on &hoiceQ) to put to desth the misdeeds of the body.

You see, we tend to think forward progress either al depends on God or that it dl
depends on us. When we think it al depends on God, we figureif we smply let go and let
God, wed® move forward.



Family Privileges
Romans 8:12-17

So we spend our time surrendering our will to God, releasing ourselves to God, giving
ourselves over to God again and again, but we find that no matter how much we give
oursalves, we don®go anywhere. We find oursal ves stuck.

So then we figureit must all depend on our efforts. So we try harder. We focuson
disciplining ourselves, gritting our teeth, clenching our fists, forcing oursalves forward in
the spiritud journey. But again we find ourselves stuck, smply lacking the power to
make ourselves change.

And so what we find here for a solution is a balance between God® power and our effort.
God® Spirit islike the battery in acar. Thereason theengine starts is because of the
charge generated by the battery.

But simply sitting in acar waiting for theengine to start won®start the car. We must put
thekey in and turn theignition. That doesn® mean theignitionis the source of power,
but it smply meansthat there® a dynamic rdationship between theignition and the
batery, which together start thecar.

The power comes from the battery, but thecar only starts when we turn theignition.
God supplies the power for usto make forward progress through the Holy Spirit. If we
stop relying on God@® Spirit in the spiritud journey, wedl be like a person trying to push
aCadillac up ahill dore. It will bealogng battle.

We turn theignitionin our spiritud life by "putting to death” the misdeads of the body.
This means making acongiousdecisionto treat our inclination toward sin as dead. It
means actively replacing resentment with forgiveness, replacing lust with purity,
replacing anger with love, turning from addictionsthelist is endess.

Thisisastep by step process, not aonce andfor al event. That® how we turn the
ignition, by making thechoiceto "put to death” that inclination by choasing thevirtue
that® the opposite of ourinclination.

Somebody once said, "Since the L ord prepares thewill, he dso touches the hearts of his
children, so that they might dogood Consequently, we do not think tha our free will is
lacking, nor dowe doult that in each and every movement of our free will, God@hdp is
the stronger force.O

A pastor named Craig Barnstells the story how when he was a child, his father (who was
aso a pastor) brought home a 12 year old boy named Roger. Both of Roger@ parents had
died from a heroin overdose, so you can imagine how hard it was for Roger to adjus to
his new home-an environment free of drug-addicted adults.
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Craig says every day he heard his dad saying things to Roger like, "No-that® now how
we act in this family," and"No-you don®have to scream or hurt people to get what you
want," and "No, Roger-we expect you to show respect in this family."

Roger didn® have to make those changes in order to become part of thefamily-hewas
dready welcomed into thefamily, but beng part of the family meant living anew way.
Thegrace of Craig® dad made Roger part of thefamily, but Roger had to work hard to be
different once he wasin thefamily.

Craig says, "It was tough for Roger to change, but hewas motivated by gratitudefor the
incredible love my dad had shown him." You see, when we become part of God®@ family
through Jesus, wele a so given the privilege of forward progress.

Intimacy (Romans 8:15)

Now let@ look at verse 15 (read). Themoment we trusted Jesus Christ and became his
follower, we received God® Spirit. Last week we learned that if a person doesn® have
God® Spirit living insde, that person@not yet agenuine follower of Jesus.

But here we find God® Spirit caled "the spirit of sonship” or the"spirit of adoption.”
When we trust in God® Son, God® Spirit brings us into an experience of adoption, where
we become adopted as God@® sons and daughters.

Adoption means"to legdly andformally declare that someone who@ not your child will
from that point forward be treated and cared for as your child.Olt meansto receive a
personinto your family so that person legdly becomes your child, with al therights and
privileges that go dong with it.

Because of this adoption, we can cry out, "Abba Father.” Now "Abbd' isthe Aramaic

term for "fathe™ andit was avery familiar term, the kind of title that a six year old would
address his dad with by back then. In thegospdsin the New Testament, thisistheterm
Jesus himsaf used when he was praying to his Father.

Jesus prayed "Abba FatherOor GAbbaDad." By giving usthis sametitle, "Abbg" Jesus
is sharing his relationship with his Father with us, so we can approach God with the same
kind of familiarity and intimacy the eternd Son of God had.

Here we find the second privilege. When we become children in God’s family, God
gives us the privilege of intimacy.
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Through thegift of God@® Spirit, we move from being children of Adam to adopted
children of God. We nolonger livein fear of judgment, because we can address God with
the same familiarity Jesus himsalf addressed his Father with.

Before we were welcomed into God® family through Jesus, our lives were characterized
by fear and uncertainty. But when we®e welcomed into God@ family through faith in
Jesus, adoption replaces our fear.

Wele we comed, safe and secure. Our adoption makes us secure, SO we can enjoy
intimacy with our Abbg our Father, our Dad.

When John F. Kennedy became president, it had been along time since there had been a
small child in the White House. In order to make an appointment with the president you
had to go through an eaborate screening process, coordinate it with his chief of staff and
his secretary-there was alot of red tape

But President KennedyG little son had free access to his dad. He could come bursting
through the doorand cry out "Hi Dad" and jump on the president® lap simply because
hewas the son. Tha® what we have, the ability to approach our Father at any time and
just betogether. That@intimacy.

Thisismy birth certificate. It says| was bom at Methodist Hospital in St. Louis Park at
approximately 5:53pm (CST) on April 22, 1968to Richard Allen Gidason and Violet
Lou se Perunovich. This certificate proves that | was not adopted.

But some people are adopted into families and when they are the birth certificate changes
and they bear anew name. And that® exactly wha happens to us when we move from
being achild of Adam to achild of God-our spiritua birth certificate

changes and we bear anew name. Thisis an adoption that bringsus security, this Spirit of
adoption that bringsusinto God® family so we can have an intimate relationship with
our heavenly Father.

Evenif you never had afather growing up, there® hope because you can be adopted by
God into his family. He can be thefather you never had. And| don®care who you are-
everybody wants to bea part of afamily, everybody wants to bdong because that@® how
God designed uslive.

When we trust in God® Son, we received thewonderful privilege of intimacy.

Assurance (Romans 8:16)
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But along with intimacy, let® look at another privilege we receivein verse 16. Alorg
with the Spirit leading us and the Spirit of adoption, God® Spirit aso testifies to us that
we redly are God@ children.

Our "spirit" hereis ourinner self, who we are on theindde. In the core of ourinner
person, God@® Spirit gives us a sense of assurance that we realy are God@ child. This
inner testimony isn® something that comes from ourselves or even from other people.
1t&8 something that comes from God.

Thisgoes beyondour rationd thinking about God and beyond the sermonswe hear. It
pierces the core of who we are. Thisinner witness of the Holy Spirit isgiven to every
single follower of Jesus Christ.

If the Spirit of God livesin us then the Spirit of God will give usthis assurance. Thisisa
promise for every follower of Jesus Christ, not just afew. And so here we find our third
family privilege. When we become children in God’s family, God gives us the
privilege of assurance.

We know tha we know that we know that God has made ushis child. Not because my
wife told me, not because my parents told me, not because my pastor told me. We know
because God® Spirit fills uswith assurancein the core of who we are.

We might still struggle with doulis and questions, but at the core of who we are-we
know. In the Disney movie "TheLion King,G8imbais a yourg lionwho runs away from
his responsibilities as the king. But onenight his father spesks to him from thecloudsand
says, "Simba, you®e forgotten me." Simba of course says, "Father, | coud

never forget you." His dad responds by saying, "You®e forgotten who you are, you®e
forgotten that you®e my child and therefore you®e forgotten me." How often we
Christiansforget who we are.

Weget so busy and frantic living life that we pass by those still, quiet moments where
God wants to assure usagan and again of who we are. We forget God by forgetting who
we are as God@ children, accepted and adopted through faith in Jesus.

God gives us the privilege of assurance.

A Bright Future (Romans 8:17)

Let® look at thefina privilegein verse 17 (read). Paul follows logic as usud: If we®e

adopted as adult children into God@family, then that makes us hers. Heirs of God and
co-heirs with Jesus.
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Now in the Old Testament theinheritance God promised to the nation of Israel was the
land of Palestine Theland was thdr inheritance. But for the Levites (thetribein Isradl
where the priests came from) there was no land given.

Instead, God said, "theLordisLevi@inheritance" (Deuteronomy 10:9). Tha same
imagery is now applied to us as God@ children, that God himsef is our inheritance. So
athough thisis using theimagery of someore dyingand leaving usther estate in thar
will, it@ not asif Godisgoing to die and leave usin charge.

Theideais tha God shares who heiswith us, that God himsdf is ourinheritance. But
the path to receiving our inheritance isn® someone@® desth, but the path of suffering. The
emphasis of theBibleis that sufferingis the path to glory. Tha@ not popular preaching
today.

That was truefor Jesus Christ himsaf though, who took upon himself aroad of suffering
to beglorified as the Savior and Lord of theuniverse. Andit® truefor usas well, since
we@e co-heirs with Christ.

The sufferings referred to here are the daily anxieties, tensionsand sometimes
persecutionsthat come to us because we belong to Jesus. Thisis alaw of God® kingdom:
That the path to glory is the path of suffering.

So here we find thefinal family privilege. When we become children in God’s family,
God gives us the privilege of a bright future.

God has written us into his will as his hars and even though God will never die, heinvites
us to sharein hisown future as God. Theglory God himsdf has by nature, God wants to
share with us by grace. Thisglory isindeed a bright future, afuture of intimacy with God,
afuture characterized by beng forever part of God@ family.

Once someone asked hall of fame NFL footbdl quarterback Roger Staubach how he kept
playing when he was injured. Staubach replied, "If you®e not playing hurt, you@e not
playing footbdl."

And thesameis truein the Christian life, tha if you®e not living the Christian life hurt at
times, you@e probably not redly living the Christian life at al. Yet despite the pan, the
futureis bright because of who we belong to. Tha@ Good News!

Becoming part of God® family through faith in Jesus Christ bringswith it certain family
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privileges. Amonrg these specid family privileges are forward progress, intimacy,
assurance and a bright future.

These privileges become ours because God is afaithful Father, thekind of Father who
shows us an entirdly different kind of love than weQe ever experienced before.

| want you to notice one more thing about this section. We often read this section asif it
were talking about people asindviduas. We think, "1®n achild of God," or "1®n ason or
daughter of God." Tha® certainly true, but theemphasis here, as it& been throughout
Romans, is on the community nature of the Christian life.

Notice theemphasis on the plura here. "We have an obligation™ in verse 12, "sons of
God" inverse 14,"wecry" in verse 15, "we are heirs" in verse 17. Every word trand ated
"you" in theseisthe plura "you" in Greek, not thesingular "you."

Soit® better to think of this as talking about awhde family of children, rather than as
isolated sons and daughters who have no conrection to each other. We embody these
family privileges as we embody the Christian messagein our relationships with each other
as achurch community.

1t& as we stop going to church and start beng the church that we truly enjoy these
privileges of forward progress, intimacy, assurance and a bright future. As we share our
lives together in small groups, as we serve together in variousministries, as we worship

together as we@e daing today, here we enjoy these family privileges together. But if we
try to separate ourselves from thefamily and still enjoy these privileges, we find
ourselves frustrated. We find ourselves no lorger moving forward, fedling distant from
God, doulting the assurance we once had and wondeing about our future.

We need each other and as thewriting of Hebrews says, Q.et us not forsake meeting with
oneancther as some arein the habit of doing.OIt3 so important that we be acommunity
asachurch and notjust acrowd. Thank God tha we have the opportunity to bea part of
God@family. Amen.



