Understanding Our Story

Romans 5:12-21


Pray

Read Romans 5:12-21 (NASB)

The story of Adam is really our story isn’t it? From the time of Adam until today the story of disobedience against God has been repeated again and again. In fact, the Hebrew name "Adam" simply means "mankind" or "humanity" because the story of Adam and Eve in the book of Genesis in the Bible is our story as well. We can’t truly make sense out of our lives until we understand how Adam’s failure has affected us.

Today we’re going to talk about how to understand our story as we look at, in context, the story of the entire human race. We are going to see how those two things fit together. Today we’re going to see that our life story is intertwined with the actions of two of most significant people in human history. 
We can’t understand ourselves without also understanding how these people have impacted us. The two people I’m talking about of course are Adam and Jesus. These two individuals have impacted us more than our parents (if you had parents). These two individuals have impacted us more than our spouse (if you are married). 

These two individuals have impacted us more than our teachers (if you went to school). As a matter of fact, I would submit to you this morning that these two individuals have impacted us more than anyone else in human history.

The Story of Adam (12-14)

And so let’s begin this morning by looking at Adam’s impact on the human race in verses 12-14. Here again we’re presented with "sin" as if it were a person on the stage of human history, as if it were a living force. The way sin as a power entered into the human race was through Adam, the first man.

Notice that Paul treats Adam as a literal, historical figure, not as a myth or a fairy tale. 
And this is quite important. There is no warrant in the New Testament for the heretical notion that Adam was simply a generic term representing the human race.

He was “one man.” In fact, according to Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:45, Adam was “the first man.” There were no men before Adam, as some have alleged. And there was certainly no population of evolving hominids becoming Adam. 

In fact, Jesus made it very clear that Adam & Eve were “from the beginning of creation.” (Mark 10:6-quoting Genesis 1:27). Adam was a real person, directly created and made by God and so was Eve.

The entire argument of Paul here in Romans 5:12-21 would become irrelevant if the Genesis record of the creation and fall of Adam did not happen just as it was recorded in Genesis 1-3. This would also mean that there is no reality in the saving work of Christ. In fact, I would submit to you that destroying or distorting the plain Genesis record undermines and eventually destroys the Gospel of salvation. 

Can you see why our enemy (the Devil) has been so hard at work in the world to discredit the Bible and especially the creation story? From the beginning of time, God’s message has been challenged. His holiest message of His one and only Son and what He came to do has been falsified to turn away our eyes and confuse our minds.
And such a devastating undermining of the Christian faith is surely not warranted by the fragmentary and self-contradictory fossil evidences that have been alleged to support the notion of human evolution. Evolution is just a theory-you have to have more faith to believe in evolution than you do the Bible.

Thus, there was no death before sin entered the world. Genesis 1:31 says the finished creation was “very good” with an abundance of food and all other provisions for man and animals. There was certainly no struggle for existence or survival of the fittest. Every creature was created to fit its own environment. 

When Adam sinned, God brought the curse of decay and death upon Adam and also upon his dominion (Genesis 3:17-19) (Genesis 8:20-22) (1 Corinthians 15: 21-22). 

The only creatures in history who have not sinned like Adam are the animals. But death still reigns over the animals because of Adam’s sin. 

In fact, the very ground was cursed out of which all living bodies have been made when their God-appointed steward sinned. You see not only will we be restored in a new heaven, but the earth will be restored and we will live on a new earth.

For the apostle Paul, Adam was just as real and historical as Jesus was. According to the Bible, Adam and his wife Eve were the first two human beings in human history. But then in some mysterious way, Adam’s disobedience against God unleashed sin on the human race. Adam’s failure was the bridgehead. It was the invasion of sin as a power into human experience.

And right on the heels of sin was another power, the power of death. Death followed sin like a shadow, going wherever sin traveled. And the death here is spiritual death (separation from God), physical death (our physical mortality) and eventual eternal death (eternal separation from God’s presence and love). 
And so like a toxin, death spread to all people, to every human being who’s ever lived since Adam. Death has dominated the human race since the time of Adam.

And this implies of course that death was not part of God’s original plan for the human race. Our culture tries to tell us that death is simply a part of what it means to be human, that it’s the normal state of the human race. But here we learn that death is a toxin that spreads like wildfire. He we learn that death is unnatural. Here we learn that death is a departure from God’s original intention for humanity.

Now the reason why the toxin of death has spread to all people is because everyone has sinned. Paul is telling us that all human beings since Adam have also sinned against God. I realize for some of you here that this is Christianity 101. You may have heard this before, but it’s good to hear it again. 

Every person has rebelled against the Creator. Each one of us has chosen our own way and spurned God’s way. None of us has chosen the way of God, but we’ve turned to our own way. As Paul said earlier in Romans, "All have sinned and fall short of God’s glory" (Romans 3:23).

And because all of us have also chosen the way of Adam, death has dominated the human race ever since. In fact, even before God gave Moses the 10 commandments (the law), sin was still in the world. 
Death is presented in verse 14 as if it were a cruel emperor who’s ruthlessly ruling over the human race. Try as we might to escape the dominion of death with genetic engineering and cryogenics, all people still die. It was true of Adam and it’s still true today. 

This first Adam is thus a contrasting type of “the last Adam” (1 Corinthians 15:45). The first Adam brought death into the world, while the second Adam (Jesus) brought eternal life to the world. 
And Paul develops this beautifully in Romans 5:15-21 which remember would all be pointless if Adam wasn’t the first man and the father of all other men. In fact (and 

this is cool) God promised redemption through “Him (Jesus) that was to come” at the same time the He pronounced the curse on Adam and his dominion in Genesis 3:15. And so here we find how understanding Adam helps us understand our story. Our experience of death is directly connected to Adam’s disobedience.

Death is not natural, it’s not inherent in being human, but it’s a direct result of Adam’s disobedience. As I mentioned earlier, this includes death in all its parts. It includes physical death of course-the fact that we’re mortal, that our bodies are slowly giving out, getting tired and dying. I’m 39 years old, I’m getting tired and worn out. 
But it also includes spiritual death, our separation from God, our need for forgiveness and restoration with God. And it also includes eventual eternal death-permanent separation from God.

You see, once sin entered into the world, it was like a virus that spread. You don’t need me to tell you how fast a virus can spread. Adam’s sin opened the door for sin and death to spread like a virus through the entire human race.

Now this passage of scripture opens up a centuries old debate about how Adam’s sin has affected us today. Theologians and Bible teachers call this original sin. Now original sin is a very misunderstood concept today. 
The rock musician Meatloaf thought original sin was simply a sin that he’d never committed before and so he sang that he was looking for an original sin. Of course we know the Bible says that there is nothing new under the sun. We know the Bible says that nothing has seized us other than what is common to man. 

Some people think original sin has something to do with sex. Original sin doesn’t refer to the nature of Adam’s sin, but it describes the effect of Adam’s sin on our original condition, the condition we’re born into the world in.

Somehow Adam was the representative for the entire human race when he was in the garden. And as the representative God had appointed, Adam failed, thus opening the door to sin for the entire human race. 
Adam was like a guard posted at the door of the human race, appointed to keep sin and death out. But instead of keeping it out, Adam opened the door and it flooded in like a virus, bringing death in its wake.

And because of Adam’s sin, every human being who’s been born since then has been born with a sin nature. This is what Paul means in verse 19 when he says "through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners." 
In other words, we don’t become sinners when we sin, but we sin because we are sinners. We have an inherent bent toward rebelling against our Creator. 

This of course flies in the face of what many people today believe, that people are born into the world innocent and in a state of moral neutrality, that it’s society that that corrupts people and inclines them to do wrong. That’s not true. 
The Bible clearly teaches that all humans are born with an internal predisposition to disobey God-that we’re born with an inclination to choose our own way. Every parent of a toddler knows that this is true. 
We don’t have to teach our children the words "me" and "mine". I always love asking a young child, “Hey Johnny, have you died to yourself?” The obvious answer is “No.” Why? Because they have been born into sin-it’s already a part of their wiring. It’s already a part of their DNA.

In fact, biologists are coming to a similar conclusion about the human condition. In 1996 Time magazine had an article called "Science and Original Sin."  The article claimed that more biologists learn about our genetic make up, the more they’re discovering that we’re born with a genetic predisposition to do wrong, that we have a hereditary dark side.

In fact, it’s possible that some immoral behaviors are passed on to us by our parents, such as a propensity for alcohol and drug abuse. Now that doesn’t force us to sin and it should not be used a license or excuse to sin, but it does give us a predisposition toward certain kinds of sin. 

Some immoral behaviors that are passed down to us are learned behaviors that we have seen in our parents, siblings and other people. That’s why it’s incredibly important to hang out with people who have a positive influence in your life. In many ways, you become who you hang out with.

It always amazes me when I hear some people say, “Why am I the way I am?” Well, look at your parents, siblings and other people. Look at who you hang out with?

But original sin is the real issue with our parents, siblings, other people and us. This is what the Bible means when it says that we’re born spiritually dead. When we are born, we’re death to God, separated from God, lost in the inclinations of our own selfishness. We need spiritual life from God in order to please God and love Him.

But along with a sin nature, we also inherit guilt from Adam’s sin as well.  Now this is a bit more controversial. It just doesn’t seem fair to us, that God would hold us morally responsible for someone else’s sin. Yet verse 18 clearly says, "the result of one trespass was condemnation for all people." 
You see, somehow Adam’s sin brought condemnation for the entire human race.

I think it’s our own sin that confirms us in that guilt. Since Adam was God’s appointed representative for all people, when he sinned we shared in his guilt. But in our legal system, when a person is sometimes found guilty of a crime, the judge can in certain circumstances suspend the sentence. 
Even though the person is found guilty of the crime and sentenced to prison time, the judge can suspend the sentence, releasing the person on probation. If the person breaks their probation, the sentence is then carried out. 
So in a sense, even though the person is free, the sentence is hanging over their head.
I think it’s similar with our guilt for Adam’s sin. God suspends the sentence when we’re born, so even though we have a sin nature when we’re born, we’re not yet held personally responsible for Adam’s sin until we personally sin ourselves. 
It’s like we’re on probation and when we get old enough to understand right and wrong and when we choose wrong, God then applies Adam’s sentence to us.

You see, throughout this section we find that our experience of death is connected to Adam. But it’s attributed to two causes: Adam’s sin and our sin. So that’s our inheritance from Adam: the experience of death. Thanks a lot Adam-right?

The Story of Jesus (15-19)

Well, that brings us to the other most important person in human history: Jesus. In verses 15-19 we find that Jesus was able to undo everything that Adam ruined. Whew! The principle here is that it takes far more effort to clean up a mess than it does to make the mess in the first place.

I think about this concept every time I hear a story about a young child who was left unattended in the kitchen. Now which do you think took more time and effort: to make the mess or to clean it up? 
That’s the principle that Paul is working on here-to show that although both Adam and Jesus are similar in the sense that they are both representatives of the human race, Jesus’ act is far more significant, because it cleaned up the mess Adam made.

Notice the contrasts between Adam and Jesus here. In verse 15 we see that through Jesus Christ, we are able to move from death to grace. In verse 17 we see that through Jesus we’re able to move from being victims of death to being victors who rule. 
In Adam, death rules over us like a cruel king, but through Christ we’re able to rule and reign in life as God intended for the human race to do. We’re restored to the dominion God created us for in Genesis 1. And we see in verse 18 that through Christ we’re able to move from sinners to saints.

So here we find how we can understand our story by understanding Jesus. Our experience of restoration with God is directly connected to Jesus Christ’s obedience. 

Jesus’ role in God’s plan is central and any attempt to push Jesus to the background misses the point of the Christian faith. Jesus is God’s provision to go from death to life, from victim to victor, from sinner to saint. 
Just as we can’t escape the effects of Adam’s sins, we can’t escape the central role of Jesus in our restoration. Now of course all of this assumes that we must exercise faith in Jesus to experience these things. 
Replacing death with grace, victimization with victory and condemnation with integrity comes as a free gift that’s received by faith in Jesus Christ. It’s not automatic: just as we must be confirmed in Adam’s sin with our decision to sin, so also we must receive the free gift God offers through His Son, Jesus.

We live in a world where people are trying to find a way to be restored to God without Jesus folks. People do everything from watching Oprah to reading their horoscopes, from browsing the religion section in bookstores to trying out the local witchcraft coven to find a way to be spiritual without Jesus Christ. 
This is why our role in this community as a church is so important, because no one else in the world will tell people that our restoration with God comes only through Jesus Christ. That’s not popular. We’re labeled as exclusive.

The Role of God’s Law (20-21)

Now by dividing the human story up between Adam and Jesus, Paul has left out something that the Jewish people thought was very important: And that’s the Jewish law or the 10 commandments. 
Paul’s readers would immediately notice this omission and wonder what role Gods law had in all this. And so Paul explains the role of God’s law in verses 20-21.  

Now to understand what Paul is driving at, you need to understand how Israel understood the Law. The people of Israel agreed with everything Paul said about Adam’s sin, that it made humans sinners and that it brought condemnation. 
All of this was clearly taught in the Jewish Bible, the Old Testament. But Israel believed that when God gave the nation of Israel, through Moses, the 10 Commandments, that this undid everything that Adam had done. 
They believed Israel was the second Adam, the new humanity. They thought that Israel had been successful where Adam had failed. So after God gave the law in the book of Exodus there were two humanities a person could be part of: Humanity in Israel and humanity in Adam. 
Humanity in Israel was saved from Adam’s sin by obeying the 10 Commandments, but humanity in Adam was still under Adam’s condemnation. Thus, at the end of the age only humanity in Israel would be saved from judgment.

But Paul gives us a very different picture here than what his Jewish contemporaries believed. Paul agreed that God had given Israel the law through Moses and that the 10 Commandments had a role to play in God’s plan to restore the human race and undo the effects of Adam’s sin. 
But the law itself didn’t undo sin. Instead we learn here that the law increased sin, probably by defining exactly what sin is. Without the law our understanding of sin is vague and undefined, but God’s law tells us exactly what sin is. 
And so instead of liberating the nation of Israel from Adam’s sin, the law simply made the reality of sin even clearer and more ugly in Israel, which is why they continually failed to live up to the law so much.

But then God sent Jesus as the second Adam to undo the first Adam’s failure. Where sin abounded with the giving of the law, God’s grace was so much more, overflowing in Jesus. So from the time Jesus came, humanity is divided into two groups: humanity in Christ (the Christian church) and humanity in Adam, which is the rest of the human race. 
At the end of the age, those who are joined to Christ will be saved from judgment, but those who’ve rejected God’s gift will suffer judgment. And so here we find why God gave the law. God added the law to set the stage for grace. 

God’s way of overcoming the power of sin wasn’t by giving law to regulate sin, but by drowning sin with a waterfall of grace. We can’t undo Adam’s failure by trying harder or by obeying rules. It’s impossible to overcome the power of sin by our own self efforts. 
Our own efforts will simply produce more sin, more frustration and more failure. So instead we find the water of grace-God’s unearned, unmerited favor that’s offered to us through Jesus. The law simply set the stage for the entrance of grace into the world.

We can’t understand our story without also understanding the human story. And we can’t understand the human story without also understanding how the two most important people in human history (the first Adam and the second Adam-Jesus) have impacted our lives. 
More than our parents, more than our siblings, more than our friends, more than the world’s philosophers and rulers, we’ve been impacted by the lives of Adam and Jesus. In Adam we all experience death. But in Christ we’re offered restoration with God, liberation from sin and death, forgiveness and love. 
And the law, rather than giving us a self-help approach to God, simply set the stage for the flood of God’s grace. People often go to counseling to understand how other people have affected them. We often find ourselves doing things we don’t understand, responding to other people in ways that are destructive and don’t make sense. 
And it’s that kind of confusion that often drives people to a counselor or therapist and of course the counselor often tries to help the person understand how the significant people in their life have impacted them. 
Once we understand how a father’s abuse or a mother’s abandonment affects us, we can suddenly understand better why we cut people off or why we can’t express our own emotions or whatever our specific problem is. 
Freedom comes through insight into how other people have impacted us. We find something similar here: That we must understand the impact of Adam and Jesus on our lives before we can truly understand what it means to know and love God.

And if this is true, then how we explain that to the people who don’t know Jesus in our communities is of utmost importance. You see, until people in our neighborhoods understand how Adam has impacted their lives, they’ll stumble in spiritual darkness wondering how they got there. 
Until they understand what Jesus accomplished and the role he plays in God’s plan, they’ll be in the dark about how to be restored to a relationship with God. So many people have no idea they are lost and going to hell without Jesus. This is the reason why we exist as a church. What is our mission as a church? What does the Bible say? 

Go (Oswald Chambers “To Live”) therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."  

That’s why we are stepping out in faith this summer and worshipping at Prairie Park in Otego. We exist to help people make sense out of the spiritual darkness pervading their lives. We exist as a church to introduce people to Jesus Christ, to help them understand his life and the gift of God offered through Jesus. 
And we exist as a church to produce followers of Jesus. That means spending time with people, helping them grow and develop so they can love God wholeheartedly and love other people sacrificially. 
We exist as a church to reach people who don’t know Christ and to help people who do know Christ keep growing. Evangelism and discipleship, ministry to the lost and ministry to the saved, caring for those still in Adam and caring for those in 
Christ-this is our mission. Lest we ever sacrifice one part of the mission for the other, but we must keep these two tasks balanced together, so we can fulfill the purpose of the Great Commission for which God has called us into existence. 
You see, without the obedience of Jesus Christ’s Church, people in our world will never understand their story. There are still literally millions still left untold. Amen
