What The Cross Reveal s About God
Romans 3:21-31

How can a person go to heaven? It sounds like such a smple question, yet so many
people aren® sure how to answer. The Christian faith has dways indsted that the answer
to this question of how to go to heaven is foundin the cross of Jesus Christ. For the
Christian faith, thecrossis thekey.

Yet many peoplein ourculture today don®even know what the cross meansor what
Christiansbdieve about it. A study was condicted afew years ago of peoplein
Australia, Germany, India, Japan, England and the United States to find how much they
recognized certain symbols.

92%coud identify theinterlinking circles as the symbol for the Olympics. 88%coud
identify thegolden arches as the symbol for MacDondds but only 50% could identify
the cross as symbolic of the Christian faith.

A woman went into an antiqueshop in England once and asked the shopkeeper if she had
any crosses. She pulled out afew and said, "Here® one that@ empty and here® onethat

has alittle man onit." The shopkeeper wasn®trying to be offensve, but shesmply had
noideawho thelittle man onthecross was.

For many thecrossis smply a decoration or afashion statement. What does the cross tell
us about God and about how to go to heaven? Tha@& wha wele going to explore today.
But before we can understand the good news of heaven, we need to undestand the
Bible® diagnos's of the human condtion as we looked at last week.

According to Romans thereason why theworld is so messed up is because theentire
human raceisin rebellion againg the Creator of the universe. Today we®e going to ook
at what thecross of Jesus Christ tells us about God@® solution to our spiritud condtion.
TheBible claims tha thecross reveds God®integrity. And so today we®e going to see
how thecross hdps us to undestand God@® integrity, we®e going to see how the cross
hd ps us to experience God® integrity and finaly welde going to see howto live
congstently with God®integrity.

Please turn with meif you have Bibles to Romans 3:21-31.

Understanding God’s Integrity (3:21-22)

How does thecross hdp us undestand God®integrity? Tha® what we seein verse 21
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andin thefirst hdf of verse 22. The phrase "but now" marks amagor trangtionin
Romans as Paul beginsto speak of Jesus Christ@ desth on the cross as the turning point
of human history.

The death of Jesus opened anew chapter in the outworking of God@® plan for the human
race. [t no accident that in thewest we divide timeinto B.C. and A.D. with reference to
Jesus Christ. That chasm was a huge, Gut now.O

Now thekey phrasein this section s "the righteoushess of God.OThis word
"righteousess’ occurs herein verses 21 and 22. We aso find this same Greek word
trandated "judice” in verses 25 and 26.

This word "righteoushess” refers to God@® consistent character, his faithfulness to keep
his promises, his commitment to act with integrity. Therighteoushess of God is God®
integrity. Through thecross of Jesus, God revedled hisintegrity in away tha was
independent of the Jewish Law.

And dthouwgh in the Old Testament part of the Bible the Law and the Prophets testify to
this new chapter in God® plan, when Jesus actudly cameit was something new, it was
something fresh.

Now in theNIV, thefirst part of verse 22 says, " This righteousiess from God comes

through faith IN Jesus Christ to al who bdieve. But in the Greek this literally reads
"Thisrighteousess of God comes through the faith OF Jesus Christ to al who believe.”
Tha@® aso how the King James Version trandates this phrase.

And | think that® more accurate, that here Paul is talking about Jesus Christ@ faith, not
our faith in Jesus. When the Greek word for faith isused in thisway it refersto a
person@ faithfulness. For example, back in Romans 3:3 Paul spoke of "thefaith of God"
to refer to God®@ faithfulness. So it@& not our faith tha reveds God@integrity, but it®
Jesus Christ@ faithful life that reveals God®@integrity. Does that make sense?

Instead of revealing hisintegrity through The 10 Commandments, God has demondrated
hisintegrity through thelife of Jesus Christ. At his baptism Jesus was faithful to identify
with our failures and our need for repentance.

At his temptation, Jesus was faithful to resist Satan@ lies and to serve God dore. In his
public ministry, Jesus was faithful to the Father@ calling in hislife, to teach and hedl, to
love and confront. Jesus was faithful to obey the Father@ plan by going to the

cross. Thehirth, life, death, buria, resurrection and ascenson of Jesus are the means by
which God has made hisintegrity known. Tha@ why thefirst four books of the New
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Testament are biographies abou Jesus Christ. Thelaw and prophets looked forward to
this, but it didn®happen through thelaw, it happened through Jesus.

Here we find how the cross hd ps us undestand God®integrity. We can only undestand
God®integrity when we understand Jesus Christ@ role in God® plan.

Until a person undestands what Jesus came to do, tha person will never understand
God@® character. God revedled some of his integrity when he gave The 10 Commandments
(Law) to Isradl.

But when He sent Jesus, God revedled his integrity even more clearly, more persondly,
more vividly. Jesus reveas theintegrity of God more clearly than anyoneor anything else
intheuniverse.

Many people today think they undestand Jesus, but they tend to treat Jesus as an
endasement for what they aready bdieve. Let megive you an example-you may be
familiar with theactivist group PETA (People for the Ethicd Treatment of Animals).

They daim that Jesus was a vegetarian and so as aresult, we should be too. There@ no
evidence for ther clam, but they try to latch onto Jesus to give credibility to what they
dready bdieve. The Jesus Seminar pictures Jesus as an intdllectud soda revolutionay-a
lot like the college professors who are in the Jesus seminar. Some see Jesus as amagician,
or aguru, or amora teacher and so on.

But to undestand God® integrity we have to undestand who Jesus redlly is. This means
undestanding how JesusQlife, death, burid, resurrection and ascenson dl fit together.
Apart from that undestanding, we won®be able to understand God @ integyity.

Experiencing God’s Integrity (3:22-26)
Now let@ look at how we can actudly expeaience God@ integrity in verses 22-26.
Because of what Paul@ aready said in Romans 1 and 2, we can see that there@ no

distinction between religious people and non-religious people in terms of how they stand
with God.

Everyonehas sinned-both Jews and nonJews, rdigiousandirreligious Greeks and
Romans, Americans and Palestinians Republicans and Democrats.

All stand guilty before God.
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As human beings we continudly fall short of theglory God wants for us. The phrase
"glory of God" here probably refers to thefact tha God made al humansin hisimage,
with acertain kind of glory in mind and yet noneof ushave lived up to that glory we
were designed to reflect.

In fact, the present tense of theverb "fal short" here suggests that we al still fall short of
that glory, even after we trust in Christ. | still fal just as much as you do, just as much as
anyonedoes.

However, thereis avast difference between that and knowingly and willingly falling short
insin. TheBibleisclear that once we are made aware of asinin ourlife, we are to turn
and repent fromit as we will seelater in Romans We cannotcall ourseves Christiansand
continueto livein sin. We canna have our cake and eat it too.

Those that profess to be Christianswhile at the sametime arelivingin sin (knowingly
andwillingly) areliving alife of hypocrisy, they are serioudy damaging the reputation of
Christ, they are serioudy damaging their Christian witness to others.

Weare not to continue in tha sin and so if thereis something in your life today that you
know is asinful behavior, the Bible says that your are to repent and turn fromit. These
sins coud include gossip, dander, prideor sexua immorality.

M aybe you@e living with somebody outside of marriage or are having sex outside of
marriage. Maybeit( jedousy or selfishness. Maybeit® an addiction to pornagraphy,
drinking, drugs chewing tobacco or smoking-Mountain Dew!

Thegood newsis that when we turn and repent of our sins God fredy justifies. You see
you have to bejudtified in order to go heaven. Now we don®use theword "justify" very
often, urless wele talking about the "justification” function onaword processing
program tha makes the margins straight.

Theword hereis alega term that was used in ancient law courts to describe a person who
is declared righteousor acquitted of acrime. Somebody once said it this way, Oro be
justified meansto be acquitted by God from dl charges that could be brought

againg a person because of hisor her sinsO

God offers to do this for useven though we don®deserve it. We can®earn it, buy it,
achieveit or produeit from our own efforts. [t afree gift offered by grace.

This justificationis based on the redemption that comes through JesusOdesth. Now onge
agan, we dor® use theword redemption very often urless we@e talking aboutrecycling
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bottles. Theword redemption comes from theworld of davery andit was used to
describe the process of setting adave free.

Whenever Jewish people heard theword "redeem” or "redemption” they thowght about
God using Moses to liberate Israel from thar davery in Egypt. Just as God sent plagues
on the Egyptians when they refused to release the Hebrew daves, just as God parted the
Red Seato bring the Hebrews to freedom, somehow Jesus has brought about a new kind
of freedom, anew liberation from savery of sin through His death.

Now usudly adave coud only beredeemed at agreat cost to the person setting him or
her free. Soin verse 25 Paul describes the cost of our redemption by speaking of Jesus as
a"sacrifice of atonement”. This phrase pictures the Jewish temple because in thetemple
was an ark-the same ark of the covenant by theway that Indiana Jones was searching for
in Raiders of theLog Ark.

And on thetop of this ark was a place caled themercy seat. Themercy seat is where the
bloodfrom animad sacrifices was sprinkled to cleanse people from thar sins Wetend to
get a bit squeamish when we think aboutanima sacrifices, butin the time of Jesus every
known religionin theworld practiced animd sacrifices (PETA).

Now this mercy seat in the Jewish temple was sometimes caled "the place of atonanent”
or "the sacrifice of atonament” because that@ where forgiveness was achieved for
people@ sins.

Now in rest of verse 25and 26, Paul@ anticipates an objection to theidea that Jesus died
as asacrificefor human sin. Theoljectionis this: If Jesus had to die onthecrossfor
human sinsto beforgiven, how did God forgive people@® sins before Jesus came?

If animal sacrifices alone weren@ sufficient, how coud God forgive sinsbefore Jesus
died? Paul® answer is that the animal sacrifices only worked because God knew thetime
would eventudly come for Jesus to die.

In his patience, God looked down thecorridor of history at the cross and applied the
benefits of Christ® desth to people who offered animal sacrificesin faith. That@ why we
seein the Bible (Hebrews) that those who died before Christ were saved by faith.

All of this reveds God@ righteoushess and enables God to forgive people without
compromising His integrity. In other words, the crossis God®way of maintaining His
own integrity as ahady andjust God and dso forgiving people who have offended God®
hdiness and spurned God@®justice.
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You see, it@ only through the cross that God can avoid compromising hisintegrity and
forgive oursins Isn®that cool? Here we find how the cross hd ps us experience God®
integrity. And we can only experience God®integrity when we experience the benefits of
Christ@ desath.

Paul zerosin on three benefits here and weQre aready mentioned them, but let® explore
them a bit more. Justification pictures us as beng like guilty criminals who®e been
acquitted of our crimes.

Godisourjudgeand we dl stand guilty of violating thejudge® perfect law. Noneof here
have kept The 10 Commandments in pefection. We have dl broken God@law andas a
result the pendty, theverdict if you will, is death. The sentenceis hdl.

We can@® apped to parts of thelaw we haven® broken to compensate for parts that we
have broken anymore than a kidnapper can apped to laws aganst murder to justify
kidnapping. Bresking any part of God®law tumns us into lawbreakers before God.

Perhaps we look moral and upright to other people, but before God® court welde guilty.
So Christ dies as our substitute on the cross, taking uponhimsdf the pendty of our
crimes, so God thejudge can acquit us without compromising hisjustice as God. In the
cross, God banged hisgavel and said, "Not guilty because of thecross.”

Redemption pictures us as being like captives who®e been liberated from our davery.
Althowgh our sinsgot usin our mess, we end up so tangled up in our failures that we
can® get oursalves untangled.

Those of uswho®e battled addctions or that are currently battling addictions know what
it feels like to be held captive to our sins Once agan, whether it& drinking or drugs
gambling or smoking, chewing tobacco or pornagraphy-we fed like we@e spinning out of
control.

In addiction, a part of ourlives are not submitted to God. And we(de powerless to set
ourselves free. We need someone e se, a power greater than ourselves, to break the power
of siniin ourlives. We need redemption. God offers us redemption.

Thesacrifice of atonement pictures us as objects of divine anger who have been
restored to favor. Our sinshave provoked God®judgment, not because God loses his
temper, but because judgment is God® natural reactionto sin.

But instead of zapping us God brings forward Jesus as themercy seat, the place where
God®judgment is averted-the place where our sins are washed away and we can be
restored to favor with God.
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Weadl know what it fedslike to fed dirty because of ourfalures. No amournt of showers
can wash away our feding of defilement and failure. We know weQe let God down,
welrelet people aroundus down-we have failed. And Christ is the one who through his
death on thecross provides restoration, cleansng and forgiveness.

So as you can see these three pictures are very powerful images of how we can experience
God®integrity. Since we@®e al on equal groundwhen it comes to sin, we can only
experience God@ integrity by experiencing the benefits of Christ desth.

Living Consistently With God’s Integrity (3:27-31)

Now let@ look at how to live congstently with God®@integrity in verses 27-31. Our
tendency is to think we can live congstently with God® character by trying red hard to
begood, mora people. Well, 1(n hereto tell you, Orha@just not s0.0

Tha@ how alot of thereigious Jews were back then-they thought that by keeping The
10 Commandments and al the other laws they would live congstently with God®

integrity.

But when we do tha, we have atendency to start comparing our lives with each other.
And of course we can dways find people who are less mora than we are, so we start
feding pretty confident in our own integrity. We start bragging about how humble we are,
boasting about how righteousweQe become,

Paul says that misses the point because we can@ live congstently with God@®@ integrity
simply by beng moral. For every commandment we keep, there are more

commandments that weQe broken. We tend to dividesinsinto redly bad sins (which are
usudly other people® sins) and less serioussins (which are usudly the ones we
struggle with). But Paul says we are dl guilty of bresking God®@law. We can® findan
acquittal before God@® justice by beng mordl.

Whether it(3 obeying The 10 Commandments, following rules or whatever it is, we can®
achieve our own judification by trying harder.

We can only find acceptance with God through faith, by receiving God® pardonas a free
gift that we can®earn. This meansthere@® no room for bragging about how moral we are,
because acceptance before God comes as agift to everyone

Now Paul anticipates another objectionin verse 31-tha somehow by reecting thelaw as
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away to earn God®favor heis throwing out thelaw. In fact, some Christiansdo that-
they think God®@law has no placein the spiritud life.

But Paul says that by receiving judtification by faith we are then in a position to
undestand the proper role of God@law in our lives. God®law is our manual for how we
areto live. God@law is our roadmap for the spiritud life, but it@& not theway for usto
cometo know God. Thelaw is not salvation.

Remember the purpose of thelaw is to make usaware of our sin and to point us to Jesus.
Thelaw initself isnot salvation. Faith in Jesus shows us where thelaw fits. Jesus came
not to abdish thelaw, but to fulfill thelaw. Here we see law and grace working together
in perfect harmony.

So here we find how to live congstently with God@ integrity. We can only live
congstently with God® integrity when we embrace faith.

Faith simply admits that no matter how hard we try, we can® earn God@favor. Faith
means moving from themindset of achieving to themindset of recelving. Faith is smply
the empty hand that receives thefree gift of God@® forgiveness through Christ. Faith is
being certain of what we hopefor and certain of wha we do not see.

Maybe some of you saw themovie "Saving Private Ryan." In themovie Tom Hanks
portrays an Army Ranger during WW Il who®given amission to find Private Ryan and
bring him safely home because dl of Ryan@ brothers have been killed in thewar.

Tom Hanksand his soldiers hit obstacle after obgacle until he findly findsPrivate Ryan,
but Ryan refuses to leave his post. So the Rangers led by Tom Hanks say, "Wedl stay
andfight with you then.” Well, dmost everyonedies except Private Ryan and as

Tom Hanksis on thegrounddying he whispers in Private Ryan( ear, "Earn this."

Sometime later after the movie came out, amovie review of Saving Private Ryan was
written by aformer Army Ranger and he was upset with that endng. Thereviewer
pointed out that themotto of the Army Rangers was actudly not GEarn thisQ but "1
cho this." A true Army Ranger would never say, "Earn this."

Instead he@ say, "I cho this. You don®have to earnit. Thisisfree. | gave my life for
you because tha@ my job."
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Faith meansredlizing that God never says, "Earn this." It meansredizing that Jesus was
likean Army Ranger who chose to die for us not because he had to, but because he chos
this role. It meansaccepting God@gift of integrity as a free gift, not an achievement to be
earned, but agift to bereceived.

Faith not only applies to how we come to know God, but it aso describes how we live
the Christian life. Faith meanstha God cdls usto livelives of bdd trust in Him. If
you@®e comfortablein your spiritud life, if you haven® been taking risks, then maybe
you@e notliving by faith. Where in your life are youliving by faith?

Faith not only appliesto usasindvidua Christians but it aso applies to us as achurch.
We have to step out in faith that God will take care of the finances of RBCC. Tha® a
huge step of faith for usright now. Somebody once said, Of it® God will, it& His bill.Olf
God has truly caled ushere, then | have faith that He will provide. | dor®how Heis
going to doiit.

We have to step out in faith that God has a place for usin Otsego in His time and that He
will providefor tha place. | don®how or when Heisgoing to doit, but | have faith that
Heisgoingto doit.

We have to have faith that God will grow RBCC in His timing, according to His plan and
not ours. Our jobisto be patient and remain faithful to wha He has called usto do.
Stepping outin faith doesn®always mean Oro play it safe.Olt& not dways a smooth
comfortable road.

God will have new risks for usin the future, new chdlenges, new ventures that will scare
us to death, opportunities that are doamed to fail unless God isin them, but Ephesians
3:20-21 sayss this and here@ your benediction: "Now to him whois able to do
immeasurably more than al we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at

work within us to him beglory in the church andin Christ Jesus throughou al
generations for ever and ever!"

| believe God wants to use this church to impact our communities, especidly the
community of Otsego in bigger ways than you and | can even imagine. Did you know that
Godis alot bigger than ourimaginations?

And please beieve me when | say that it& not about building abig church or having abig
building or howgoodour band is or how goodour programs are. [t about RBCC
becoming alife-giving church that creatively reaches out to thelost in Otsego and
disciples the body of Christ through the Bible (RBCC website unde QA\bout UsQ.
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Y ou see there are too many peoplein our communities who are on acrash course with
eternd destruction because of the human condtionfor usto becontent with business as
usud.

| received a postcard in themail acouple of weeks ago. On theback it simply said this.
Millionsstill remain untold. That wasit. Evenin Otsego | would venture to say that there
are still thousands that remain untold of thegood news of Jesus Christ. All aroundyouin
your communities, there are people that remain untold of thegood news of Jesus Christ.

Andit@ our jobas thechurch to go, to preach and to make the message clear, that all of
humanity islost and going to hdl, but tha the Good News is that God sent His oneand
only Son, Jesus, not to condemn theworld, but to save it. And that whosoever should
bdievein Him shdl not perish, but have everlastinglife in Heaven!

| don®know exactly how God isgoing to send this church to go, preach and make the
message clear, but | bdieveit® going to happen because God has caled ustogether for
mission and a purpose to reach thelod, for such atime as this. He desires that none
should perish. Tha® God® heart, that® God®@ character.

Our Godis a God of wrath andjudice, butat the same time Heis a God of love and
mercy. Our God is a God of integrity.

What does the cross reveal about God? The cross shows us God@ integrity, His righteous
character. But we can only undestand God@®@ integrity by undestanding JesusCrole, we
can only experience God® integrity by experiencing the benefits of the

cross and we can only live congstent with God@® integrity by embracing faith-both as
indviduals and as achurch family. May our Lord bewith us as He has promised to be
when He said, OAnd low, | am with you dways even until theend of theage.O

Thisiswhat thecrossreveds abou God. May we leave here today walkingin His
strength. Amen.



