God’s Verdict on the Human Race
Romans 3:1-20

Romans 3:1-8 (Study KJV & NASB, Read NASB)

Widll, as we steamroall into thefirst 8 verses of Romans 3 this morming, Paul is clogng up
his argument in Romans 2 that (1) the Jews are judged according to truth (2) the Jews are
judged by works (3) the Jews are judged without respect of persons and (4) the Jews do
not obey thelaw just like everybody else whether you are Jew/Gentile, Male/lFemde,
Save/Free.

And as we are going to see this morning in Romans 3, Paul@ conclusonis tha al people
areguilty of sin before God no matter who you are. That is God® verdict on the human
race and tha is what we aregoing to belooking at today.

Thetwentieth century was punctuaed by a series of extremely controversid court
verdicts. O.J. Simpson@ crimina tria in 1995if you remember acquitted him of the
accusation tha hemurdered his ex-wife and her boyfriend.

But hiscivil trid in 1997foundhim liable for $8.5 million ddlars for these same degths.
Smpson@guilt or innacence continues to beamatter of controversy among Americans
today. According to a Galup Poll condicted on February 7, 1997 Americans are still
divided dong racid lines over 0.J.& guilt or innccence. Among whites, 71% believe O. J.
isguilty. Among African-Americans 28% believe he@ guiilty.

But in some ways, the O.J. verdicts palein comparison to theacquittal of thefour
officers who beat Rodney King during atraffic stop in LosAngeesin 1991 When tha
not guilty verdict was announed in April of 1992violence erupted in our cities, leading
to 58 people being killed. Our cities have yet to hed from tha horible event.

But even that verdict paesin comparison to the controversy surrounding the Supreme
Court& verdict in the 1973Roe v. Wade case. That verdict legalized abortionin America
and has continued to create heated debates anong Americans Entire organizationswere
started to either work for the overturning of that verdict or to try to ensure that it@ never
overturned.

Abortionis oneof themog controversia mora issues of our day.

And| coud goonandonandlist many other verdicts in the 20th century tha have been
controversid, but from the perspective of human history, perhgps no verdict is as

controversia among people as the Bible@ claim about God® verdict on the human race.
M ore people regject and debate this verdict than al the other controversia verdicts
combined.
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In fact, many bdieve that God doesn®have a verdict on the human race and tha theidea
that God has passed judgment on humanity is an invention of religious people who want to
just oppress the public.

Today, as| said earlier, wele going to explore what the Bible says about God@ verdict on
the human race. And within that theme, we®e going to look at the content of God@ verdict,
the extent of God@® verdict and the proof of God® verdict as we continue our study this
morning of Paul® letter to the Romans Read Romans 3:9-20.

The Content of God@ Verdict (Romans 3:9)

Paul in chapter 2 has jud finished talking about how people who have ardigious heritage
have certain advantages. But here we find that even with these advantages, religiouspeople
aren®immune to the charge Paul@ made.

The charge Paul@ talking about hereis theline of reasoning that he started back in 1:18
when hesaid God®judgment was beng revealed from heaven agang theentire human race.
Paul has relentlesdy reasonead point by point to show that al people are part of amass
rebellionagaingt our Creator-the God of Abraham, | saac and Jacob.

Paul@ claim is tha theentire human raceis "unde sin." Paul® saying more than nobod/3
perfect or that everyonesins By using thesingular word "sin” here, Paul personifies sin as
if Snisapersonor apower that has the human race under its control.

Paul is using theword picture from theworld of davery to picture sin asacrud tyrant who
hddsthe entire human race captive to guilt. Later in Romans Paul will continueto
personify sin in this way when he describes sin as reigning over theworld, when he
describes sin as endaving people, when he describes sin as ruling over our desires and when
he describes sin as exercisng dominion over humanity.

Theword personify if your wondeing meansto attribute human qualities to something
such as an object or quality. So here we find the Bible® claim about God®@ verdict on the
human race. Everyoneis hdpless unde the power of sin (repest).

All people-Jewish and non-Jewish, male and femae, dave andfree, religiousandirrdigious
young and old, regardless of race or rdigion, irrespective of creed or condict, al are captive
tosn.
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Snisn®just an action or an attitude but it® a state of being, it& acondtion.Sinislikea
prison that@ caged the human race. 1t& like atick that@ burrowed into the human skin and
the hader we try to remove it the deeper it digsin.

Now tha@ not avery popular opinionin our world today. The"s" word has dropped out
of ourvocabuary for themost part, unless we@e talking about a"sinfully ddicious'
chocolate dessert. And by theway, Chile® has a Ginfully ddiciousOchocolate dessert.

Somebody once said, "Where sin is concerned, people mumble now.OWe talk aboutfailures
and dysfunaions, hurts and syndromes, diseases and addictions, but we fail to relate these
concepts to the Bible® teaching aboutsin.

In fact the history of the human raceis a history of people trying to come up with other
solutionsto the human dilemma. Maybe you saw themovie "Grand Canyon" with

Kevin Klineand Danny Glover. Kevin Kline portrays a wedthy attorney whose expensive
sports car breaks down at nightin theinner city.

As heuses his cdl phoneto cdl for atow truck, five gang members surroundhis car and
threaten to beat him up. Just in time the tow truck driver arrives and when thegang
members won®let thetow truck driver do his job, thetruck driver says these words:

"Theworld ain®supposed to belike this. Maybeyou don®know that, but this ain® the
way it& supposed to be 1(n supposed to beableto do my job without askinOyouif | can.
And that dudeis supposed to beable to wait for his car without you ripping him off.
Everything® supposed to be different than what it is here.”

What a telling description of the human condtion: Not theway it& supposed to be

What are some of theaternate explanations for what® gone wrong with the human
condtion? In ancient Chinese culture it was thought that human beingswere essentidly
good and virtuous, so the solution to the human condtion was to give people a mora
education to bring out that goodress. Thisiswhy someore like Confuciuswas so
important. If we coud jus teach people right andwrong theworld would be different.

In Indait was thowght that human beingswere essentialy divine. Now there@ an
original thowght. Thereason theworld isn®theway it& supposed to beis because humans

have forgotten that they are divine, so the solutionisto hdp people get enlightened to thar
own Godhood.
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So religionslike Hindu sm and some forms of Buddhism attempt to get people in touc
with this supposed godhoodthat residesin every person. We see this propagated today al
around usfrom people like Oprah Winfrey to John Travolta.

Dr. Wayne Dwyer promotes this concept locally on public televisionwith his Power of
Intention teaching. Have you seen thisguy? He uses a paper globe as a prop and tells
people that they need to get conrected to this source of energy.

After about 10 minutes, | am ready to throw up. This terrible disease has infected America
and thousands are flocking to hear what thar itching ears want to hear. It is eastern
mysticism at its finest and it& crept into the church (Emerging Church).

In ancient Greeceit was thought that human beingswere essentialy immorta souls
imprisoned inamorta body. Our problem apparently is our body, thefact that our
immortd self islocked in the prison of thebody. So philosophers like Plato tried to hdp
people find liberationfrom ther bodes through philosophy. Death was thowght to be
liberationin ancient Greek philosophy.

With therise of the Enlightenment it was thowght tha ignorance was theroot of the human
condtion. Many historians conrect the philosopher Rene Descartes with this approach. It
was thought that once we learned enough about our world and devel oped technd ogy we(
beable to solve the problem of the human condtion. Yet three hunded years of reason and
technology have only created even bigger problems and the Enlightenment seems to have
falled terribly.

Karl Marx thought tha human beingswere essentialy workers. So the solution to the way
thingsareis to befoundin revolution tha leadsto econamic equality among workers. Y et
this communist system has failed miserably in our lifetimes as we saw in the Soviet Union
and Eastern Europe

The philosopher Fredrich Nietzsche claimed tha humansare essentialy bengs who exert
power to control other powers. For Nietzsche our problem is that we haven®dorrinated
theworld enowgh and Nietzschelooked forward to the coming of a"super man" figure who
would dominate theworld and free usfrom the human condtion.

Therise of modern psychology in thewritings of Sgmund Freud claimed that humensare
essentialy acollection of unconsciousdrives. Thesolution to the human condtion thenis
to learn to copewith these unconsiousdrives through therapy so we can fulfill themin
ways that are soddly acceptable. This has led to atherapeutic culture that describes things
tha at one time were labeled as sinful, but are now being cdled dysfundiond.
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Findly, therise of theadvertising indugry pictures human beingsas consumers who have
unmet needs So the solution to the human dilemmais to hd p theconsumer purchase goods
and services to meet these unmet needs Marketers promise us persond fulfillment and
happiness if we buy theright kind of car, belong to theright hedlth club, and so on. This
has led to themost consumer driven culture in human history.

So theideatha al humansare hel pless unde the power of sin has been chalenged by other
solutions Some of these aternative solutionscontain an element of truth to them, yet none
of them are sufficient to describe the depth of the human condtion.

Thingslike moral education, reason, techndogy, econamic equality, therapy and consumer
goodshave created as many problems as they®e solved. The Christian faith claims that
these other solutions may contain some truth, but that thingsaren®theway they®e
supposed to be because our entire race is hd pless unde sin. According to the Bible thisis
God® verdict on the human race. Tha@® the content of God@ verdict.

The Extent of God@ Verdict (Romans 3:10-18)

Now tha we have the content, this leadsus to wonde just how bad this condtiontruly is-
to what extent is God@ verdict. What® the extent of this verdict? Well, in verses 10-18
Paul quates a burch of verses from the Old Testament in the Bible to show usjust how bad
our problem is. Paul® uses atechrique called pearl stringing, where he quates verse after
verse to prove his point. We®e going to findin verses 10-18 three way's to describe the
extent of God® verdict.

Let mejust give you thefirst one We find ourselves alienated from God. Tha® wha
wefindinverses 10-12. Theword "righteous’ hereisalegd term that means " standing
right before God.O"Righteous" describes our status before God as our Creator and our
judge. In other words, no human being can stand right before God based on his or her own
merit.

By saying "noone understands’ Paul focuses on theeffect of sin on our capecity to

think. In our natura condtion, we®e incapable of undestanding truth about God because
being under sin has impacted our ability to reason. Even our mindsare corrupted by the
power of sin.

By saying "no one seeks God" Paul focuses on theeffect of sin on the human will, on our
ability to choos. Our ability to choos God has been shattered by sin, so we find ourselves
immohilized apart from God® hdp.

Here we learn that apart from God® hdp, no one would seek God. If a person® seeking
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God it@ only because Godis giving that person the capacity to seek. The Bible says that
nobody can come to the Father unless He draws them. Left to our own resources, without
God®@hdp, wel never seek him.

Hereis another way to describe the extent God®@ verdict: We find ourselves hurting
other people. That® what we findin verses 12-15. No onedoes the kind of good that
counts with God. This doesn® mean that no oneis mora from ahuman perspective,
because obvioudy some people are more mora than others. In fact, some athe sts are more
mora than some people who claim to be Christians. But thisis talking about ultimate good,
thekind of good that ultimately cournts before God.

Using theimagery of body parts, Paul describes some of theways we hurt other people.
We hurt people with our words, with cursing and resentment that spills out of our mouths
like poison. Wele quick to retaliate and even to shed blood

According to historian Will Durant, in thelast 3,421 years of recorded history, only 268
years have seen nowar. Humanskeep trying to destroy each other.

Perhaps not al of usarekillers, but we al struggle with doing thingsthat hurt other people.
The people we love themogd are often the people we hurt themost, whether with our
words, our actions or our attitudes. Sander, gossip, lying, cursing, verba abuse-al human®
are proneto these things

Hereis thefina way to describe the extent of God@ verdict: We have lost our way in the
journey. Tha® what Paul is saying in verses 16-18. Theword "way" in verse 16-17isthe
Greek word for "path” or "road.” Thisgives you apicture of lifeas bang like ajoumey.

The path we find ourselves onis a path of ruin and misery. In abookcaled The Twelve
Steps and Twelve Traditionsof Alcohdics Anonymous acohdics are characterized as

being like tornadosin thelives of the people who lovethem. Redly, al of uscan belike
tha, leaving broken peoplein thewake of ourlifedecisons

But it& aso ruin and misery for us as well, as we find ourselves broken and devastated by
our own decisions Sin both causes and often results from misery. WeQe strayed from the
pathway of peace, theroad that Godlaid out for us to walk.

We redize that all paths don®lead to God, but some paths lead to misery and despair, ruin
and brokenness. By describing the extent of our problem this way, Paul isgiving usavery
disma picture of the human condtion.

Theologians sometimes call this picture "total depravity.” Now total depravity doesn®
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mean people are as bad as they could be, but that sin has impacted each human in every
aspect of hisor he being.

Sin not only affects my ability to choos, butit aso impacts my capecity to reason, my
emotions my memories, my desires and so on. Think of it thisway: If sin were thecolor
blue, then total depravity meansthat every dimenson of our persondity is some shade of
blue. Some areas are more blue than others and some people are more blue than others, but
every part of every personis some shadeof blue.

Theextent of humen sinis total, dienating usfrom God, hurting those aroundusand
causng usto lose ourway. That is theextent of God@verdict.

The Proof of God® Verdict (Romans 3:19-20)

And so now that we have the content and extent of God® verdict, Paul now turns to talk
aboutthe proof of this verdict in verses 19-20. The Jewish people of Paul@ day thought
this description didn®include them. They knew that they sinned, but they thought they
had diplomatic immunity from God® judgment because they were Jewish. Of course those
irreligious are corrupt to thecore, but not us religious people.

So Paul remindsthem that the verses he quated from the Old Testament are talking about
them. Paul® saying, "Let no onesay these words apply to Gentiles only.OSince the Jewish
people are the ones addressed in the Old Testament, the dismal description Paul @ given
appliesjus as much to them as it does to nonJewish people.

Theresult of thisis that every personisleft without an excuse before God®judgment seat.
Theidea of having amouth silenced is another word picture taken from the

ancient law courts back then andit refers to a defendant in the courtroom, who, given the
opportunity to spesk in his own defensg, is speechless because of theweight of evidence
agang him. Even themod rdigiouspersonis speechless before theindctment that the
entire human race is captive to the power of sin.

This renders the entire human race accountable to God. Because of this, no one can gain an
acquittal from God® verdict by trying to dogoodthings even thegood things commanded
in God@law. Althowgh our actionsgot us into this condtion, our actions are hel pless to get
us out of it. We@de like a person who has stopped breathing-we can® perform CPR on
oursalves. It& not possible,

Instead of giving usaway to earn ourway back to God, God® law instead makes us
congtiousof oursin. F. F. Bruce putsit this way: "Thelaw brings people@ sin to light and
teaches them that they are sinners.Oln other words, God@® law names our condtion, it gives
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it adiagnoss. It givesus alabd. It gives us a name.

Here we find the proof of God®verdict and here it is: God@law proves our guilty
condtion before God. From God®law we find tha theroot of our problem isn®just
ignorance, sodd problems or dysfundion.

God@law names our condtion as sin. Underneath al thelayers of symptoms, our core
problem is tha we®e not right with God.

Now some people find this very depressing. In fact, some people don®like Romans 1:18
through 3:20 because it(3 all so negative and pessimistic. But | find this to begood news.
Let me show you why. Imagine with me for aminute that you start feeling sick al thetime.
You@e tired dl thetime, proneto infectionsand have trouble sleeping.

You go to dodor after doctor trying to find out what@ wrong and each doctor gives you a
different theory. But dl the proposed treatments don®work and you redlize that the
dodors don®have a clue wha @ wrong with you.

But imagine there@® onemore test they@e going to try and this last test reveds that you
have avery rare, very unusud form of cancer. Now how would you fee? On the one hand
you might fed dismayed that you have cancer, but at least you know what® wrong now-at
least you have aname to put with how you@e feding.

Once you know what the problemis you can start seeking theright solution.

In the same way, God® law diagnoses our problem, like an x-ray machine hel ps us see
what@ beneath the surface. Of course you wouldn® look to thex-ray machine to treat the
disease, butit diagnoses the disease so we can then start thinking abou treatment.

If theroot of the human dilemmawereignorance, or lack of techndogy, or sickness or
maladjustment then we@ be left with the same old conventiond solutionstha haven® been
working al these years. But if theroot problemis sin, then we can turn to God for a
solution and that@ what therest of Romansis al abou.

So here we find the verdict in verses 19-20. God®@ verdict is tha theentire human raceis
hdpless unde the power of sin, that this condtionistotal and tha the proofisfoundin
thex-ray machine of God®law. 1t& not just a disease, or alack of education, or ignorance,
but it& fundamentaly a spiritud problem.
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Now there was a time when many in our sodety assumed that this verdict was true But
that@ al changed alot in thelast fifty years or so. Back in 1948Christian author C. S.
Lewiswrote alittle essay cdled "Godin the Dock" (Lewis 329). In that essay, Lewis
observed how ancient people approached God as an accused person approaches his or her

judge.

But in hisgeneration (and in ours as well) theroles are reversed. Now we humans have set
ourselves up asthejudge and Godis theone ontriad. We demand that God give usan
answer for evil and suffering in ourworld, with us on the bench and Godin the docket.

| think Lewis was right: More people have contested God® verdict on the human race than
any other verdict in human history. But as we look aroundus, we notice tha our
conventiond answers aren®working any better today than they werein C. S. Lewis®
generation. Education has merely shown us how little we still know and how theories
condantly change.

Techndogy has given usthe capacity to destroy ourselves and cause ecologica chaoson
the earth. Psychology has merely shown us how complex people truly are and how deep
our inner drives go.

Perhaps its time to recongder God@® verdict, tha our entire raceis captive under sin.
Perhaps the reason we don®fed he pless unde sin is the same reason afish isn®

congiousof how water feds, Perhaps what feds noma to usisn®theway it& supposed
to be Perhaps God planned something better, something bigger, something greater.

Amen.



