Hypocrisy
Romans 2:1-29

Turmn with me to Romans 2:1-29. Thismorning | will be reading from the NASB. Last
week we looked at the mess the entire human race has been in since the creation of the
world and we saw that theroot of this messis our rebellion agangt our Creator-the God
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

Theworld hates theWord of God. Theworld suppresses thetruth. Theworld professes
wisdomand as aresult, this universal human rebellion has unleashed God® judgment on
al people whether you are a Jew or Gentile, male or femde, dave or free.

All created people areguilty of rebdling against God. Nobody is exempt.

To put it plainand ssimple, we livein falen, sinful world thanks to our ancestors Adam &
Eve where everybody is bom into sin heading for hell with the only rescue plan coming
from God who sent a Savior whose nameis Jesus. Tha@® repackaged John 3:16.

However, the Jews back in Paul® day apparently didn®think that they were guilty of
rebelling against God like the Gentiles were. After al, they were God@ chosen people.
They were the ones that were originaly given theHoly Scriptures of God. In thar eyes,
they were specid.

And so Paul in chapter 2 of hisletter starts to specificaly address the Jews in the church
at Rome and thisissue of hypocaisy. When you talk to the un-churched peoplein this
world, the#1 complaint againg the Christian Church is hypocrisy.

Hypocrisy by definition means pretending to bewha oneis not. The New Testament
meaning of hypocrisy and hypocrite reflectsits usein Greek drama. In the Greek theater,
ahypocrite was onewho wore amask and played a part on the stage, imitating the
speech, mannerisms and condtct of the character being portrayed.

ThroughoutHis ministry, Jesus vigoroudy exposed and denourced the hypocrisy of
many who opposed Him, especialy the scribes and Pharisees-those who professed to
have ardationsip with God, but yet thar hearts they were far from Him.

They paraded ther charitable deeds praying and fasting as a theatricd display to win the
praise of men. They sought to give the appearance of being godly, but they were actudly
blind to the truth of God.

And so to put it rather quite bluntly, some of Jews in Paul@ day were kind of dorks. And
let me tell you something this morning, there are dangers to bang adork. 1t a no wonde
why so many un-churched seekersin this world are deeply attracted to the person of
Jesus Christ, but repdled by the Christian QlorksOin the church. And beieve mewhen |
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tell you this, there are some readl modern day scribes and Pharisees (dorks if you will) tha
are diveandwdl in thechurch today. Sometimes | can beared dork.

The QlorksOcriticize people in and outside of the church of committing sin while
committing the same sin themselves. The QlorksOcriticize people for beingin theact of
adutery when in fact they are committing the same act of adutery. The QlorksOcriticize
people for getting drunk while they are giving an evil report abou thar best friend. They
arein thetruest sense, hypocrites.

Hypocrites eevate themsalves to be better than the person they arejudging whenin
redlity they have thar own sinissuesgoing on.

That® what Jesus was talking about in Matthew 7 when He said, 1 "Do not judge so that
you will not bejudged. 2 "For in theway you judge, you will be judged; and by your
standard of measure, it will be measured to you. 3 "Why do you look at the speck that is
in your brothe's eye, but do not notice thelog that isin your own eye?

4 "Or how can you say to your brother, "Let me take the speck out of your eye," and
behdd, thelogisin your own eye? 5 "You hypocrite, first take thelog out of your own
eye, and then you will seedlearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.O

Matthew 7:1-5is one of themost misinterpreted passages in the Bible today.

Notice Jesus hereis not saying, @on®judge your brother.OHeis saying, Or ou
hypocrite, first take care of thesin in your own life and then you will see clearly to talk
to your brother aboutthesinin hislife O

Some Christiansread Matthew 7 and say, (Bee, were not suppose to judge.OAnd any
sense of declaring someone, especialy Christians to be wrong is QudgingOthat person.
Truth has become judgment today and there are some serious problems with this
interpretation.

For example, alittle bit further down in Matthew 7:15 Jesus said, "Beware of false
prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves."

Notice these false prophets "come to you in sheep's clothing.Oln other words, they are
"masqueading” as Christians And yet according to Jesus, "they are ravening wolves.O
Let meask you aquestion. Actudly, let me ask you acouple of questions.

How can we tell the"sheep” from the "wolves' unless we "judge”, QlecideOor
"determine”? How can we do as Jesus commanded and "beware of fase prophets’ unless
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we "judge” them by theWord of God?And if we do not "judge” or "decide” or
QletermineOther error by the Word of God, how do we even know they arein error?

TheBible over and over, over commandsus to judge:

Jesus said in John 7:24," Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous
judgment.”

Paul said in 1 Corinthians 2:15, Orhe spiritud man makes judgments about al things
but he himsdlf is not subject to any man's judgment.O

Paul said in 1 Corinthians 10:15, Q speak as to wise men; you judge what | say.O

Jesus said in Luke 1257," And why do you not even on your own initiative judge what
isright?0

Jesus commending Smonin Luke 7:43 said, Or ou have judged correctly.O

In 1 Corinthians5:1-13, Paul is addressing the church at Corinth regarding the brother
(Christian) caught in the sin of incest, (Do you not judge those who are within the
church?ONotice Paul did not write back to them and say, (Do not judge so that you will
not bejudged.OPaul even goes on to rebuke the church for not judging!

In 1 Timothy 5:20, Paul writing to Timothy said, Orhose (referring to Elders) who
continuein sin, rebuke in the presence of dl, so that therest aso will be fearful of
sinning.ORebuke requires judgment.

In Titus 1:13, Paul writing to Titus said, OT his testimony is true. For this reason r eprove
them severdy so that they may be soundin the faith.OOnce again, reproving someone
requires judgment.

In 1 Thessalonians5:21, Paul writing to the church in Thessalonicasaid, (But examine
everything carefully; hold fag to that which is good.OY ou can®hold fast to something
without making judgment.

Even in chapter 1 of Romansif you remember, Paul made thejudgment that al humans
are under God@® judgment and that certain attitudes and actionsare sinful.

You see, we as Christians (and like Paul), are to judge moraly what is right and wrong
according the Bible and we can do tha because God has aready made thefina judgment
of right and wrong in His word on theissues of mordity.
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If you hireanew baby sitter and she shows up to your house drunk with asix pack of
beer in her hand, it& not judgmental for you to decide not to leave your kidswith her-
redly, it@ not.

1t& not judgmental to say, "Having an affair is moraly wrong" or "Steding is morally
wrongQor (Bleeping out of wedlock is moraly wrongOor Gbeing addicted to cigarettes or
pot is moraly wrong.OTha@® not your judgment, its God judgment and if people have a
problem with that, you didn® say it, God did in His Word and He@® thejudge,

Now let me makeit crystal clear that we are not judge another person@ heart in regardsto
ther eterna destiny-of whether they are going to heaven or hell. Only God knows the
heart.

Tha® why | can never say with 100%corfidencethat someoneisin heaven. | dor®why
we do that. To make that statement is to commit theoldest sinin the Bible-the desire to
be God. That statement simply makes us fed good.

We can believe someoreis saved, we can trust that someoreis saved, we can even have a
pretty goodideathat they are saved by observing thefruit a person@life, butin theend,
urless we are God, we redlly don®know.

In Romans 2, Paul is addressing the hypocritica attitudeof the Jews-an attitudein which
they would elevate themselves to be better than the person they were judging whenin
redity they had thar own sinissuesgoing on. Tha® what Paul is condemning here. The
Jews were pretendng to be someone they weren.

This passage of Scriptureisnot telling usto suspend our mord judgment. Paul istrying
to tell theJews in this passage of Scripture smply this: That the Jews will be judged
according to the Truth, according to thar works, without respect of persons and that they
do not obey thelaw jud like everybody else (Gentiles, mae/femae, dave or free). God
does not show partidity in His judgment. His judgment is the same for al people.
Hypocrisy can give usafase sense of security.

When we are hy pocritical, we are redlly condenning oursdves, because wele guilty of
the same kindsof sins we condemn in others-the same kindsof sin tha Paul describesin
thelast part of chapter 1.

These sinsare as prevaent anong religious people as well asirrdigious people. Both
mora andimmora people struggle with thingslike envy, malice, gossip, dander and
arrogance just to name afew. In fact, we often commit these sinsunde thecloak of
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morality, religionand Christian values.

When God judges people, He@ able to see dl thefacts. God can see each motive. God can
see each secret action. God can see each attitude Nothingis hidden from God.

And because of that, God judges rightly. And even though God sees dl of tha, God
withholdsjudgment and gives us agrace period so people have the opportunity to be
restored to God.

That® what thechurch ageisal abou, from the time Jesus came into theworld on
Christmas day until he comes again at theend of history, thisisagrace peiod. Godis
showing his forbearance so that as many people as possible can find restoration with
God. He desires that noneshould perish. God sent Jesus to restore that which was log.

That@ us. We werelog, but now were foundwas blind but now we see.

How many have seen themovie Amazing Grace that just came out in movie theatres this
weekend? Many of you may not know the story behind Amazing Grace, how sweet the
sound,that saved awretch like me.

So beginsoneof themos bdoved hymns of al times, a staplein the hymnds of many
denominations. Its author was John Newton, the self-prodaimed wretch who onae was
logt, but then was found,saved by amazing grace.

Newton was bom in Londonon July 24,1725,the son of acommander of amerchant
ship which sailed the Mediterranean. When Johnwas eleven, he went to sea with his
father and made six voyages with him before theeldea Newton retired.

In 1744 Johnwas impressed into service onaman-of-war, theH. M. S. Harwich. Finding
condtionson boad intolerable, he deserted, but was soonrecaptured and publicly flogged
and demoted from midshipman to common seaman.

Finadly at his own request, hewas exchanged into service onasdave ship, which took him
to thecoast of Serraleone. He then became the servant of adave trader and was brutally
abused. Early in 1748he was rescued by a sea captain who had known John's father. John
Newton ultimately became captain of his own ship, one which participated in the dave
trade

Althowh he had had some early religiousingruction from his mother, who had died when
hewas a child, he had long since given up any religious convictions However, ona
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homeward voyage, while he was attempting to steer the ship through aviolent storm, he
expeienced wha he was to refer to later as his Qyreat ddiverance.O

He recorded in hisjoumal that when al seemed log and the ship would surdly sink, he
exdamed, Q_ord, have mercy upon us.OLater in his cabin he reflected on what he had
said and began to bdieve that God had addressed him through the storm and that grace
had begun to work for him.

For therest of hislife he observed theanniversary of May 10, 1748as theday of his
conversion, aday of humiliationin which he subjected his will to a higher power. Orhro®
many dangers, toils and snares, | have aready come; Gi's grace has bro® me safe thus far,
andgrace will lead me home.O

He continued in thedave tradefor atime after his conversion; however, he saw to it that
the dlaves unde his care were treated humandy. And then eventudly with the help of his
friend and anti-slavery pionesr William Wilberforce, the slave ships were defeated.

JohnNewton would ironicaly go blind at theend of hislife and he made a statement in
themovie that really stuck with me. He said, GDf two thingsthat | know to betrue (1)
how great asinner | am and (2) how great a Savior Christ islO

But some of usinterpret God@grace period as evidence that he@® not concerned about
our own sins We figureif ourgossip or maice redly bothered God, He@ say something
aboutit.

So we treat God@kindress as if it were unimportant, we set it aside as asign of God®@
indifference toward our sins rather than viewing it as intended to turn us back to Godin
repentance. Hypocrisy can lull usinto afase sense of security.

You knowwhat alull is don®you?You@e lulled when you®e gradually soothed andinto
thinking that everything® okay. When a baby® crying we sing alullaby to lull the baby
to sleep. When we are hypocritical towards other people, we®e lulled into a fal se sense of
security.

We figure those homosexua's have made God so mad that he doesn® notice ourgossip or
our maice. We figure God@® attention is focused white supremacists, so he doesn®notice
our problem with pornography or slander or lying.

All of ustend to divide sinsinto two categories My sinsand therr sins and of course
thar sinsare dways worse than my sins.
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You see, God@®@ not impressed by what we condemn. Being right with God is only found
through God®good news about His Son Jesus, not by which mora causes we stand for.
There® nothing wrong with caling soda problems sinful and wrorg.

There@ nothing wrong with discerning between good and bad, but we must do that in
humility and love. We get into trouble when we start thinking that other people@ sins are
worse than ours are, when we start looking down at other people rather than looking at
each other as equasin this problem of human sin. We aredl infected.

OneBible teacher said this, "Paul uncoversin these verses a strangdy human weakness,
namely our tendency to becritica of everybody except ourselves. We are often as harsh
in judgment of others as we arelenient toward oursdlves. This device enables us
smultaneoudy to retain our sinsand our self-respect.O

I®n convinced thisis onereason why Christiansare sometimes reluctant to join small
groups. It3 easy to fakeit in abig groups, but when we®e in a small group, people see
who we redly are. Yet often it takes a small group to wake usup from this false sense of
security.

Like the Jews in Romans 2:5-10, hypocrisy can be blind to our own faults. When we treat
God@ forbesrance as unimportant that betrays a sense of stubbonness and
hardheartedness.

Instead of making deposits of gracein our spiritud bank accourt, welde just making
continud deposits of hypocrisy. You see, even though God®judgment is presently being
reveded from heaven againgt the entire human race, a day will come when each of us stand
before God on the day of judgment. When that day comes, God won®look at what we
were againg, at what sodal causes we championed, but hed look at what we actudly did.

God will evaluate each of usaccording to our actions. On tha day of judyment there will
only betwo dternatives, heaven or hell, being welcomed into a place we were made to
enjoy or beng shut out from God forever.

Hypocrisy can blind usto our own faults.

All of ushave blind spots and hy pocrisy merely keeps these blind spots blind. [t3 like
thewoman who was raised in an acohdic family and she swears that she live
differently. Yet develops a drug problem and drags her children through the same kind of
experience she had growing up. But she® blind to thefact that she( repeated her father@
sin agang her.
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Weadl have blind spots. We even change the way we talk abou our faults, figuring we
have extenuating circumstances to jugtify our faults. Othe people lose ther temper but
we have righteousindgnation. Other people are jerks, but wele just having abad day.
Othe people have acritica spirit, but we ssmply tell it likeit is. Other people gossip, but
we share prayer requests. Other people are pushy, but we®e god oriented.

Roger Williams was oneof the Puritanswho cameto Americain the 17th century.
Williams became convinced that the Puritan Christianswere too sinful and not pure
enough, so heleft Massachusetts and became thefounde of the Rhode Island colony.

Once there he became a Baptist and started the First Baptist Church of Providence,
Rhodeldand. But then he once again became convinced that the church had too many
snnas, tha it wasn® pure enowgh, so hestarted asmaller, purer church.

But still he was convinced the people weren® pure enowgh, so he started a church just
composed of hiswife, afriend and himsdf. His hypocrisy blinded him to hisown sins,
andin theend he ended up being an un-churched Christian.

This tendency toward blind spots in thechurch iswhy so many un-churched people
avoid the Christian church at al cogs. Not because we struggle with sin as much in the
church as people do outside the church, but because wee often blind to the sins we
struggle with. We®e blind because weQve spent so much time focusng on other people®@
sins tha we can nolonger see theways our own lives dishonorGod.

This is onereason why corporate worship on Sunday is so important, because if we®e
truly encourtering God@® presencein our worship, then He® breaking through our
blindress and exposing our own faults. Tha@ not dways pleasant, but it necessary to
break through our blindress. Worship keeps us anchored in redity and humble before
each other.

Hypocrisy can blind usto our own faults.
Hypocrisy can cause usto start playing God (Romans2:11-16). In verse 11 Paul starts
with abasic truth, that God doesn@® play favorites. God doesn® make unjust distinctions

between people. God@ treatment of peopleisfair andimpartia.

Now back then the people of Isradl assumed because God had given them Hislaw (in
other words His Oracles or Holy Scriptures) that they were immune from judgment.

Thelaw heeisthe 10 commandments. In the Bible God gave the people of Israd the 10
commandments through Moses. Now the people of Isradl didn®see God& law as a
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burden, but they saw the 10 commandments as asign of God®@love and favor on them-
andit was.

But then they assumed that having God®law meant they were shidded from God®
judgment. It was truetha they were specidl. It was true that the Jews were God@® chosen
people, but that specid status was intended to shae God@ love with other people, not
protect them from God@® scrutiny.

1t& not those who post the 10 commandments on their walls or whogo to 10
commandment studies who are right with God, but those who actudly obey thelaw.

Here Paul seemsto say tha it@ hypothetically possible for a person to beright with God
on the basis keeping the 10 commandments. The problem is that no oned actudly done
this throughoutall of history except Jesus who was perfect in every way.

Noneof us try as we might, can keep the 10 commandments. The power of sin over our
lives prevents us from obeying thelaw sufficiently to merit beng right with God. So
dthowh it@ hypotheticaly possible to obey the 10 commandments in such away to be
right with God, in actud experienceit never happens because al of ushave broken God®
law.

But herein chapter 2, Paul presents evidence to show that both Jewish people and non
Jewish people will be judged by the same standad. Paul anticipates an objection that itG
not fair for God to hold non-Jewish people to thestandad of hislaw since they didn®
have the 10 commandments.

So here Paul claims that all people (religiousand non-religious) have the requirements of
the 10 commandments written on ther hearts. In fact, non-Jewish people often obey
parts of thelaw because irreligious people can be very moral.

Many irreligious people are horest, they remain fathful to thar spouse, they honorthar
parents and protect hurmen life, but this doesn® mean non-Jewish people who do this are
made right with God. What it does mean that they have God@law in ther hearts.

Y ou see everyonehas an internd moral compass that fundionsin ourlives like the 10
commandments fundioned in Isradl. Thisinterna moral compassisn®infalible, but it&
like amora smoke aarm when we violate God@® standards

Soit@ not like Jminy Cricket in Pinocchio telling us to just follow our congtience and
everything will be okay. But thisinterna moral compass is sufficient to show us that
there are mora absolutes in ourworld and that al of uslive by this moral compass at
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times no matter who we are.

All of ushave knowedge of God@® standards And because al of us have knowledge of
God@® standards when judgment day eventudly comes, each of us will stand before God
without excuse.

On tha day our hidden secrets will be reveded, as we stand before God to give an
accourt of how we lived. Noneof uscan stand based on our own works, our own
morality, our own merits, but only those who®e received Christ® perfect life as agift
through faith will be able to stand. Only those people will be in Heaven.

God and God doreisthejudge. Hypocrisy can cause usto start playing God. And guess
what playing Godis? Sin. 1t& rejecting our Creator and worshipping and serving the
creation rather than the Creator, thevery indictment we saw againg theentire human race
back in chapter 1:25. In other words, it@ just as possible to beardigious mora rebd as
itisto beanirreigious immora rebd. But both are forms of rebellion againg our Creator.

When we play God we invariably show favoritism. When we coach our kid@ little league
team, sometimes we treat our kid alittle differently than the others. We struggle with
favoritism as teachers, as bosses, as pastors, as politicians

1t& part of the human sin condtion. Unde our mora cover, we®e guilty of themost
basic human sin there is-the sin of playing God. Tha® a dangerousplace to be no matter
how mora, sodaly acceptable and religiousit is.

S0 as you can see, hypocrisy is extremey dangerous to our spiritud lives. Hypocrisy
can lull usinto false sense of security. Hypocrisy can blind usto our own faults and it
can cause usto play God@role asjudge.

So the next time you®e tempted with hy pocrisy, think aboutthis: Do youredly want a
fase sense of security? Do you redly want to beblind to your blind spots? Do you
realy want to set yourself up over God?Do youredly?

1t& time to start looking at ourselves and our own failures first. 1t& admitting that we fail
as much as other people, that we violate God® law as much as anybody else does.

Thetimes has come to nolonger pretend like we have our act together, but rather
admitting that only by theloving grace of God through His Son Jesus, can any of us be
made right with God.
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When we see another person stumble and fall, it@ admitting that we@®e just as likely to
stumble and fall in the same way. Amen.



