Hypocrisy
Romans 2:1-29

Turn with me to Romans 2:1-29. This morning I will be reading from the NASB. Last week we looked at the mess the entire human race has been in since the creation of the world and we saw that the root of this mess is our rebellion against our Creator-the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

The world hates the Word of God. The world suppresses the truth. The world professes wisdom and as a result, this universal human rebellion has unleashed God’s judgment on all people whether you are a Jew or Gentile, male or female, slave or free.

All created people are guilty of rebelling against God. Nobody is exempt. 

To put it plain and simple, we live in fallen, sinful world thanks to our ancestors Adam & Eve where everybody is born into sin heading for hell with the only rescue plan coming from God who sent a Savior whose name is Jesus. That’s repackaged John 3:16.

However, the Jews back in Paul’s day apparently didn’t think that they were guilty of rebelling against God like the Gentiles were. After all, they were God’s chosen people. They were the ones that were originally given the Holy Scriptures of God. In their eyes, they were special.

And so Paul in chapter 2 of his letter starts to specifically address the Jews in the church at Rome and this issue of hypocrisy. When you talk to the un-churched people in this world, the #1 complaint against the Christian Church is hypocrisy.

Hypocrisy by definition means pretending to be what one is not. The New Testament meaning of hypocrisy and hypocrite reflects its use in Greek drama. In the Greek theater, a hypocrite was one who wore a mask and played a part on the stage, imitating the speech, mannerisms and conduct of the character being portrayed.

Throughout His ministry, Jesus vigorously exposed and denounced the hypocrisy of many who opposed Him, especially the scribes and Pharisees-those who professed to have a relationship with God, but yet their hearts they were far from Him. 
They paraded their charitable deeds, praying and fasting as a theatrical display to win the praise of men. They sought to give the appearance of being godly, but they were actually blind to the truth of God.
And so to put it rather quite bluntly, some of Jews in Paul’s day were kind of dorks. And let me tell you something this morning, there are dangers to being a dork. It’s a no wonder why so many un-churched seekers in this world are deeply attracted to the person of Jesus Christ, but repelled by the Christian “dorks” in the church. And believe me when I tell you this, there are some real modern day scribes and Pharisees (dorks if you will) that are alive and well in the church today. Sometimes I can be a real dork.


The “dorks” criticize people in and outside of the church of committing sin while committing the same sin themselves. The “dorks” criticize people for being in the act of adultery when in fact they are committing the same act of adultery. The “dorks” criticize people for getting drunk while they are giving an evil report about their best friend. They are in the truest sense, hypocrites.

Hypocrites elevate themselves to be better than the person they are judging when in reality they have their own sin issues going on. 

That’s what Jesus was talking about in Matthew 7 when He said, 1 "Do not judge so that you will not be judged. 2 "For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you. 3 "Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 

4 "Or how can you say to your brother, "Let me take the speck out of your eye,' and behold, the log is in your own eye? 5 "You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.”

Matthew 7:1-5 is one of the most misinterpreted passages in the Bible today.

Notice Jesus here is not saying, “Don’t judge your brother.” He is saying, “You hypocrite, first take care of the sin in your own life and then you will see clearly to talk to your brother about the sin in his life.”

Some Christians read Matthew 7 and say, “See, were not suppose to judge.” And any sense of declaring someone, especially Christians, to be wrong is “judging” that person. Truth has become judgment today and there are some serious problems with this interpretation.

For example, a little bit further down in Matthew 7:15 Jesus said, "Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves."
Notice these false prophets "come to you in sheep's clothing.” In other words, they are "masquerading" as Christians. And yet according to Jesus, "they are ravening wolves.” Let me ask you a question. Actually, let me ask you a couple of questions.
How can we tell the "sheep" from the "wolves" unless we "judge", “decide” or "determine"? How can we do as Jesus commanded and "beware of false prophets" unless we "judge" them by the Word of God? And if we do not "judge" or "decide" or “determine” their error by the Word of God, how do we even know they are in error? 

The Bible over and over, over commands us to judge:

Jesus said in John 7:24, "Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment." 

Paul said in 1 Corinthians 2:15, “The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man's judgment.”
Paul said in 1 Corinthians 10:15, “I speak as to wise men; you judge what I say.”
Jesus said in Luke 12:57, "And why do you not even on your own initiative judge what is right?”
Jesus commending Simon in Luke 7:43 said, “You have judged correctly.” 

In 1 Corinthians 5:1-13, Paul is addressing the church at Corinth regarding the brother (Christian) caught in the sin of incest, “Do you not judge those who are within the church?” Notice Paul did not write back to them and say, “Do not judge so that you will not be judged.” Paul even goes on to rebuke the church for not judging!

In 1 Timothy 5:20, Paul writing to Timothy said, “Those (referring to Elders) who continue in sin, rebuke in the presence of all, so that the rest also will be fearful of sinning.” Rebuke requires judgment.

In Titus 1:13, Paul writing to Titus said, “This testimony is true. For this reason reprove them severely so that they may be sound in the faith.” Once again, reproving someone requires judgment.

In 1 Thessalonians 5:21, Paul writing to the church in Thessalonica said, “But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good.” You can’t hold fast to something without making judgment.

Even in chapter 1 of Romans if you remember, Paul made the judgment that all humans are under God’s judgment and that certain attitudes and actions are sinful.
You see, we as Christians (and like Paul), are to judge morally what is right and wrong according the Bible and we can do that because God has already made the final judgment of right and wrong in His word on the issues of morality.

If you hire a new baby sitter and she shows up to your house drunk with a six pack of beer in her hand, it’s not judgmental for you to decide not to leave your kids with her-really, it’s not.

It’s not judgmental to say, "Having an affair is morally wrong" or "Stealing is morally wrong” or “Sleeping out of wedlock is morally wrong” or ”being addicted to cigarettes or pot is morally wrong.” That’s not your judgment, its God judgment and if people have a problem with that, you didn’t say it, God did in His Word and He’s the judge. 

Now let me make it crystal clear that we are not judge another person’s heart in regards to their eternal destiny-of whether they are going to heaven or hell. Only God knows the heart. 

That’s why I can never say with 100% confidence that someone is in heaven. I don’t why we do that. To make that statement is to commit the oldest sin in the Bible-the desire to be God. That statement simply makes us feel good. 

We can believe someone is saved, we can trust that someone is saved, we can even have a pretty good idea that they are saved by observing the fruit a person’s life, but in the end, unless we are God, we really don’t know.

In Romans 2, Paul is addressing the hypocritical attitude of the Jews-an attitude in which they would elevate themselves to be better than the person they were judging when in reality they had their own sin issues going on. That’s what Paul is condemning here. The Jews were pretending to be someone they weren’t.

This passage of Scripture is not telling us to suspend our moral judgment. Paul is trying to tell the Jews in this passage of Scripture simply this: That the Jews will be judged according to the Truth, according to their works, without respect of persons and that they do not obey the law just like everybody else (Gentiles, male/female, slave or free). God does not show partiality in His judgment. His judgment is the same for all people. Hypocrisy can give us a false sense of security.

When we are hypocritical, we are really condemning ourselves, because we’re guilty of the same kinds of sins we condemn in others-the same kinds of sin that Paul describes in the last part of chapter 1.

These sins are as prevalent among religious people as well as irreligious people. Both moral and immoral people struggle with things like envy, malice, gossip, slander and arrogance just to name a few. In fact, we often commit these sins under the cloak of morality, religion and Christian values.

When God judges people, He’s able to see all the facts. God can see each motive. God can see each secret action. God can see each attitude. Nothing is hidden from God. 

And because of that, God judges rightly. And even though God sees all of that, God withholds judgment and gives us a grace period so people have the opportunity to be restored to God. 
That’s what the church age is all about, from the time Jesus came into the world on Christmas day until he comes again at the end of history, this is a grace period. God is showing his forbearance so that as many people as possible can find restoration with God. He desires that none should perish. God sent Jesus to restore that which was lost.

That’s us. We were lost, but now were found-was blind but now we see.

How many have seen the movie Amazing Grace that just came out in movie theatres this weekend? Many of you may not know the story behind Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me.

So begins one of the most beloved hymns of all times, a staple in the hymnals of many denominations. Its author was John Newton, the self-proclaimed wretch who once was lost, but then was found, saved by amazing grace. 

Newton was born in London on July 24, 1725, the son of a commander of a merchant ship which sailed the Mediterranean. When John was eleven, he went to sea with his father and made six voyages with him before the elder Newton retired. 
In 1744 John was impressed into service on a man-of-war, the H. M. S. Harwich. Finding conditions on board intolerable, he deserted, but was soon recaptured and publicly flogged and demoted from midshipman to common seaman. 

Finally at his own request, he was exchanged into service on a slave ship, which took him to the coast of Sierra Leone. He then became the servant of a slave trader and was brutally abused. Early in 1748 he was rescued by a sea captain who had known John's father. John Newton ultimately became captain of his own ship, one which participated in the slave trade. 

Although he had had some early religious instruction from his mother, who had died when he was a child, he had long since given up any religious convictions. However, on a homeward voyage, while he was attempting to steer the ship through a violent storm, he experienced what he was to refer to later as his “great deliverance.” 
He recorded in his journal that when all seemed lost and the ship would surely sink, he exclaimed, “Lord, have mercy upon us.” Later in his cabin he reflected on what he had said and began to believe that God had addressed him through the storm and that grace had begun to work for him. 

For the rest of his life he observed the anniversary of May 10, 1748 as the day of his conversion, a day of humiliation in which he subjected his will to a higher power. “Thro’ many dangers, toils and snares, I have already come; ’tis grace has bro’t me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.” 
He continued in the slave trade for a time after his conversion; however, he saw to it that the slaves under his care were treated humanely. And then eventually with the help of his friend and anti-slavery pioneer William Wilberforce, the slave ships were defeated. 

John Newton would ironically go blind at the end of his life and he made a statement in the movie that really stuck with me. He said, “Of two things that I know to be true (1) how great a sinner I am and (2) how great a Savior Christ is!”

But some of us interpret God’s grace period as evidence that he’s not concerned about our own sins. We figure if our gossip or malice really bothered God, He’d say something about it. 
So we treat God’s kindness as if it were unimportant, we set it aside as a sign of God’s indifference toward our sins, rather than viewing it as intended to turn us back to God in repentance. Hypocrisy can lull us into a false sense of security.

You know what a lull is don’t you? You’re lulled when you’re gradually soothed and into thinking that everything’s okay. When a baby’s crying we sing a lullaby to lull the baby to sleep. When we are hypocritical towards other people, we’re lulled into a false sense of security. 
We figure those homosexuals have made God so mad that he doesn’t notice our gossip or our malice. We figure God’s attention is focused white supremacists, so he doesn’t notice our problem with pornography or slander or lying. 
All of us tend to divide sins into two categories: My sins and their sins, and of course their sins are always worse than my sins.

You see, God’s not impressed by what we condemn. Being right with God is only found through God’s good news about His Son Jesus, not by which moral causes we stand for. There’s nothing wrong with calling social problems sinful and wrong. 

There’s nothing wrong with discerning between good and bad, but we must do that in humility and love. We get into trouble when we start thinking that other people’s sins are worse than ours are, when we start looking down at other people rather than looking at each other as equals in this problem of human sin.  We are all infected.

One Bible teacher said this, "Paul uncovers in these verses a strangely human weakness, namely our tendency to be critical of everybody except ourselves. We are often as harsh in judgment of others as we are lenient toward ourselves. This device enables us simultaneously to retain our sins and our self-respect.”

I’m convinced this is one reason why Christians are sometimes reluctant to join small groups. It’s easy to fake it in a big groups, but when we’re in a small group, people see who we really are. Yet often it takes a small group to wake us up from this false sense of security.

Like the Jews in Romans 2:5-10, hypocrisy can be blind to our own faults. When we treat God’s forbearance as unimportant that betrays a sense of stubbornness and hardheartedness. 
Instead of making deposits of grace in our spiritual bank account, we’re just making continual deposits of hypocrisy. You see, even though God’s judgment is presently being revealed from heaven against the entire human race, a day will come when each of us stand before God on the day of judgment. When that day comes, God won’t look at what we were against, at what social causes we championed, but he’ll look at what we actually did. 
God will evaluate each of us according to our actions. On that day of judgment there will only be two alternatives, heaven or hell, being welcomed into a place we were made to enjoy or being shut out from God forever.

Hypocrisy can blind us to our own faults.

All of us have blind spots and hypocrisy merely keeps these blind spots blind. It’s like the woman who was raised in an alcoholic family and she swears that she’ll live differently. Yet develops a drug problem and drags her children through the same kind of experience she had growing up. But she’s blind to the fact that she’s repeated her father’s sin against her.

We all have blind spots. We even change the way we talk about our faults, figuring we have extenuating circumstances to justify our faults. Other people lose their temper but we have righteous indignation. Other people are jerks, but we’re just having a bad day. Other people have a critical spirit, but we simply tell it like it is. Other people gossip, but we share prayer requests. Other people are pushy, but we’re goal oriented.

Roger Williams was one of the Puritans who came to America in the 17th century. Williams became convinced that the Puritan Christians were too sinful and not pure enough, so he left Massachusetts and became the founder of the Rhode Island colony. 
Once there he became a Baptist and started the First Baptist Church of Providence, Rhode Island. But then he once again became convinced that the church had too many sinners, that it wasn’t pure enough, so he started a smaller, purer church. 
But still he was convinced the people weren’t pure enough, so he started a church just composed of his wife, a friend and himself. His hypocrisy blinded him to his own sins, and in the end he ended up being an un-churched Christian.

This tendency toward blind spots in the church is why so many un-churched people avoid the Christian church at all costs. Not because we struggle with sin as much in the church as people do outside the church, but because we’re often blind to the sins we struggle with. We’re blind because we’ve spent so much time focusing on other people’s sins that we can no longer see the ways our own lives dishonor God. 
This is one reason why corporate worship on Sunday is so important, because if we’re truly encountering God’s presence in our worship, then He’s breaking through our blindness and exposing our own faults. That’s not always pleasant, but it’s necessary to break through our blindness. Worship keeps us anchored in reality and humble before each other.

Hypocrisy can blind us to our own faults.

Hypocrisy can cause us to start playing God (Romans 2:11-16). In verse 11 Paul starts with a basic truth, that God doesn’t play favorites. God doesn’t make unjust distinctions between people. God’s treatment of people is fair and impartial.

Now back then the people of Israel assumed because God had given them His law (in other words His Oracles or Holy Scriptures) that they were immune from judgment. 
The law here is the 10 commandments. In the Bible God gave the people of Israel the 10 commandments through Moses. Now the people of Israel didn’t see God’s law as a burden, but they saw the 10 commandments as a sign of God’s love and favor on them-and it was. 
But then they assumed that having God’s law meant they were shielded from God’s judgment. It was true that they were special. It was true that the Jews were God’s chosen people, but that special status was intended to share God’s love with other people, not protect them from God’s scrutiny.

It’s not those who post the 10 commandments on their walls or who go to 10 commandment studies who are right with God, but those who actually obey the law. 
Here Paul seems to say that it’s hypothetically possible for a person to be right with God on the basis keeping the 10 commandments. The problem is that no one’s actually done this throughout all of history except Jesus who was perfect in every way. 
None of us, try as we might, can keep the 10 commandments. The power of sin over our lives prevents us from obeying the law sufficiently to merit being right with God. So although it’s hypothetically possible to obey the 10 commandments in such a way to be right with God, in actual experience it never happens because all of us have broken God’s law.

But here in chapter 2, Paul presents evidence to show that both Jewish people and non-Jewish people will be judged by the same standard. Paul anticipates an objection that it’s not fair for God to hold non-Jewish people to the standard of his law since they didn’t have the 10 commandments. 
So here Paul claims that all people (religious and non-religious) have the requirements of the 10 commandments written on their hearts. In fact, non-Jewish people often obey parts of the law because irreligious people can be very moral.

Many irreligious people are honest, they remain faithful to their spouse, they honor their parents and protect human life, but this doesn’t mean non-Jewish people who do this are made right with God. What it does mean that they have God’s law in their hearts.

You see everyone has an internal moral compass that functions in our lives like the 10 commandments functioned in Israel. This internal moral compass isn’t infallible, but it’s like a moral smoke alarm when we violate God’s standards. 
So it’s not like Jiminy Cricket in Pinocchio telling us to just follow our conscience and everything will be okay. But this internal moral compass is sufficient to show us that there are moral absolutes in our world and that all of us live by this moral compass at times no matter who we are.

All of us have knowledge of God’s standards. And because all of us have knowledge of God’s standards, when judgment day eventually comes, each of us will stand before God without excuse. 
On that day our hidden secrets will be revealed, as we stand before God to give an account of how we lived. None of us can stand based on our own works, our own morality, our own merits, but only those who’ve received Christ’s perfect life as a gift through faith will be able to stand. Only those people will be in Heaven.

God and God alone is the judge. Hypocrisy can cause us to start playing God. And guess what playing God is? Sin. It’s rejecting our Creator and worshipping and serving the creation rather than the Creator, the very indictment we saw against the entire human race back in chapter 1:25. In other words, it’s just as possible to be a religious, moral rebel as it is to be an irreligious, immoral rebel. But both are forms of rebellion against our Creator.

When we play God we invariably show favoritism. When we coach our kid’s little league team, sometimes we treat our kid a little differently than the others. We struggle with favoritism as teachers, as bosses, as pastors, as politicians. 
It’s part of the human sin condition. Under our moral cover, we’re guilty of the most basic human sin there is-the sin of playing God. That’s a dangerous place to be, no matter how moral, socially acceptable and religious it is.

 So as you can see, hypocrisy is extremely dangerous to our spiritual lives. Hypocrisy can lull us into false sense of security. Hypocrisy can blind us to our own faults and it can cause us to play God’s role as judge. 
So the next time you’re tempted with hypocrisy, think about this: Do you really want a false sense of security? Do you really want to be blind to your blind spots? Do you really want to set yourself up over God? Do you really?

It’s time to start looking at ourselves and our own failures first. It’s admitting that we fail as much as other people, that we violate God’s law as much as anybody else does. 

The times has come to no longer pretend like we have our act together, but rather admitting that only by the loving grace of God through His Son Jesus, can any of us be made right with God. 
When we see another person stumble and fall, it’s admitting that we’re just as likely to stumble and fall in the same way. Amen.
