The World Hates The Word of God
Romans 1:16-32

In Romans 12:1-2, Paul wrote to thefirst century Roman Christian Church this, Q
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, tha ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, hdy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not
conformed to this world: but be ye trandormed by the renewing of your mind, that ye
may provewhat istha good and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.O

When Paul talks about Qhe world,Owhat is hetalking about? Well, if you do your
homework, Paul G reference to, Ghe worldOis referring to theworld system of which
Satan istheruler. Do you know tha Satan is still thegod of this world?

| foundsome aarming statistics this week as | researched the message to ddiver to you
today. Statistics tha provethat even those who claim to be Born Again Christians are not
necessarily firmly grounded in the truths of the Bible.

Question#1: The Devil (or Satan) isnot aliving being, but is a symbol of evil. The
multiple chaice answers were as follows. Do you agree strongly, agree somewhat, disagree
somewhat or disagree strongly with that statement?

32 percent agreed strongly, 11 percent agreed somewhat and 5 percent did not know.
Thus, of thetotal number responding (48 percent) either agreed that Satanisonly
symbolic or they did not know!

Question #2 Christians Jews, Muslims, Buddhists and others al pray to the same God,
even though they use different names for tha God. 30 percent agreed strongly, 18 percent
agreed somewhat and 12 percent did not know.

Tha meansthat 60 % bdieve tha Christians Jews, Mudims, Buddhists and others all
pray to the same God, even thowgh they use different names for that God (Stati stics from
George Barna@ QWhat Americans BdieveQ).

And so itG become obviousfor thase of uswho woud have answered, (Disagree strongly
with tha statement,Othat Satan is dive and operating well even in the GEvangdica ChurchO
in Americatoday. | know that may come as a shod for some of you, because they are many
professing Christianstoday who don®even believe that devil exists.

TheBible says tha thedevil isthefather of lies. TheBible says that the devil comes to
stedl, kill and destroy. Thedevil is still dive and well. And not only ishestill aive, but
the dragon (another Biblical name God has for thedevil) seems has an active group of
followers who seek him and have developed afundamenta statement of bdiefs.
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They are as follows-here are Orhe Nine Satanic StatementsQ

1: Satan represents indugence, not abstinence!

2: Satan represents vital existence, instead of spiritud pipe dreams!

3: Satan represents unddiled wisdom, instead of hy pocritica self deceit!

4: Satan represents kindness to those who deserve it, not lovewasted on ingrates!

5: Satan represents vengeance ingead of turn the other cheek!

6: Satan represents responsibility to theresponsible, instead of concern for psychic
vampires!

7: Satan represents man as just another animal, sometimes better, more often worse then
those that walk onal fours, who, because of his"divineandintellectud development”,
has become the most viciousanimd of al!

8: Satan represents dl of the so-cdled "sins', asthey lead to physicd, menta, and
emotiond gratification!

9: Satan has been the best friend the church has ever had, as hehas kept it in busness dl
these years!

Those are folks are Orhe Nine Satanic StatementsOtaken from the Satanic Bible written in
1969by Anton SzandorLaVey.

Why does theworld hate theWord of God and the church? Wdll, the world hates the
Word of God and the church because Satan (our adversary) is directly opposed to
everything tha theWord of God stands for which is everything we stand for as bdievers
in the Gospel whois Jesus Christ.

Today | want us to lookinto the thingsthat Paul writes about concerning theWorld vs.
Word of God. Turn with meif you have your Bibles to Romans 1:16-32.

TheWorld Hates The Word of God (16-17)

Theworld hates theWord of God because the Word of Godis Power of God to Savation
for everyonewho believes. Theworld hates tha we, thetrue church, believe verses 16-
17. Theworld hates thefact that Jesusistheony way. Theworld hates thefact that just
shdl live by faith. Theworld hates theWord of God-dl of it.

Satan does not want anyoneto know that the Bibleis the Word of God. Satan does not
want theworld to find out that they can be rescued or saved from God® coming wrath
and judgment.

Therefore, he has put theword out (no pun intended), anong other falsehoodsand lies,
that God is the QJniversa Father to the brotherhood of manO
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In other words, God is thefather of Adam, not me, thefirst Adam, from whomall
mankindis descended and therefore dl people are God@ children. This theology is beng
preached today in many non-Christian as well as Christian arenas and venues.

And quite horestly, it makes me want to throw up, especialy those professing the
Christian faith. Shame of than-thisis not what the Gospel teaches! Shame on Pope John
Paul || who gathered leaders from all different faiths in both thelate 808 and 908 and
clamed that they were al worshipping the God of Abraham, |saac and Jacob.

And sincedl are children of God, then dl are heirs to His throne However, John1:12
say's something quite different. John1:12 says, But as many as received Him, to them
He gave theright to become children of God, to those who bdievein His nane.O

It makes me think, QWhat Bible are they reading.Olt seems everywhere we turn thereis
the ondaught of libera ideology that tells us what the devil wants us to bdieve. Lookno
further than country music. Alan Jackson singsthese words.

Here comes a Baptist, here comes a Jew
Theregoesa Mormon anda Muslim too
| seeaBuddst andaHindu

| seeaCatholicand | seeyou

Wele dl god® children
Webe dl god@ children
Wele dl god® children
Why can®we be
Onebig happy family

Widll, thetruth is, we can be one big family. Thedooris aways open for people to turn to
Christ and besaved. Thedooris adways open for people to repent (turn) and be saved for
God® coming wrath and judgment. Theworld hates the Word of God because the Word
of Godis Power of God to Sdvationfor everyonewho believes.

And not only tha, but theworld hates theWord of God because the righteoushess of
Godisreveded init. What does therighteoushess of God have to do with mankind?
Smply put, Godis the standad of right and wrong Theword of God hd ps us see tha.

But theworld refuses to agree. To them, anything goes. If it fedlsgood doit. Secular
humanists cling to the theory of evolution as truth. Nothing coud be further from the
truth, evolutionis atheory. It takes more faith to believe we came from arock than to
bdievein a Creator who created theearth and dl that@in it including us
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If mankindis nothing more than a highly adapted animad, with thislife being al thereis,
then thereis no higher mora law with which to concern ourselves. With only human laws,
people will risk the oddsin getting caught to engage in detestable behavior.

If thislifeisdl thereis, people can do what ever they fed like and the only authority
they have to answer to is other people. Andif enough people live by this philosophy,
either anarchy (genera disorder from lack of government) or an autocracy (government by
asingleindvidud ruler) will be theresult.

TheBiblemakesit clear that thelatter is eventudly going to happen in Revelation 137
which says, Ot was granted to him (the antichrist) to make war with the saints and to
overcome them. And authority was given to him over every tribe tongue, and nation.O

If the secular humanist admitted there was a higher mora law, they@ eventudly have to
conclude that we are dl judged. By implication, there must al'so be some reason to be
judged-reasons such as reward or loss, heaven or hell.

Andif wearejudged, who does thejudging? And by what standad are we judged? How
goodisgoodenowh? How can we be certain what is right or wrong? The Bible has the
answers to al these questions, but the secular humanist avoidstheissues by denying the
existence of higher mora law.

And so theworld hates theWord of God because theWord of God is Power of God to
Sdvationfor everyonewho believes. And not only that, but theworld hates the Word of
God because therighteousess of God isreveded init. And not only that, but theworld
hates theWord of God because it tells us that thejust shdl live by faith.

There are those who bdieve that unless you bdong to a certain church you cannat be
saved. "No man can find salvation except in the Catholic Church. Outsidethe Catholic
Church one can have everything except salvation. One can have honot, one can have the
sacraments, onecan sing dlduia, one can answer amen, one can have faith in the name of
the Father and of theSon and of the Holy Ghast, and preach it too, but

never can one find salvation except in the Catholic Church.OSaint Augustine died A.D.
430.This quate came from the webdte catholicapol ogetics.net.

I@n not sureif it is an officid Roman Catholic website or not. But it isfull of quates from
ancient church leaders and scripture that are taken out of context. | not sure when | read
thingslike this why those of usfrom the Reformation are so quick to remarry with
Catholics. Not much has changed since the Reformation.
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The Catholic Church has not repented from many of Martin Luther@ 99 points he nailed
onthear doaswith histhesis or new deceptions since then. Satan loves deception, he
wants nothing more than to lie and deceive us

Thereare those who say that al will ultimately be saved andif you are sincere about your
bdiefs, then that® goodenowh. | wonde how many sincere souls there are in Hades
awaiting thegreat white thronejudgment?

Thebible clearly states tha we are saved by gracethrough faith. No addtions or
subtractions as thelast verse in Revelation clearly states. The jug shdl live by faith.

TheWorld Suppresses Truth (18-21)

God® displeasure with sinful man has been reveded. Let@ faceit. If we wereleft to our
sinful nature without the option to repent and be saved, we would bejug like the
humanists and athests.

| mean, after dl, GinGOisjust anatural expression of who we are at thevery coreisn®it?
No! Verses 18-19 say that God® displeasure is revealed because His very nature has been
revedled to them andin fact is manifest in them, but the suppressit.

Why? Because they don®want to know that they are children of darkness. John 3:20,
says, (For everyone practicing evil hates thelight and does not come to thelight, lest his
evil deeds should be exposed.OGod(@ displeasure with sinful man has been reveaed.

And God® nature has been clearly reveded. It isrelatively simple to look at creationand
come to the concluson that there must have been a Creator. 1t& far too complicated for
everything to have happened by accident. As| said before, it takes morefaith to bdieve
in theaccident than the Creator (Ain®@No Blast In My Past).

And so by looking at the created thingsoneis brought to the point of decision. Istherea
God who created dl thingsor not, andif thereis, what do| dowith Him?

Those who decide to err onthe side of evolution do so at thar own peril for verse 20
says, Qhey are without excuseQ If | put a twenty-ddlar bill in your handfor you to see
my goodress, but you say, Qt& not red. It is acounterfeit. | don®want it.O

Doesit makeit any less valuable as currency? But you think in the back of your mind
Qwhat if it isrea 20Y ou begin to wonde aboutit. You lookat it. Youfed it. Y ou take it
andspend it and it works. God®@ revelation of Himself works the same way.
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God@ displeasure with sinful man has been reveded. God@ nature has been dlearly
revealed. And God® nature has been denied. Paul writes, QAlthouwgh they knew God,
they did not glorify Him as God.O

Secular humanists and athests rdly totally on science to explain everything. In redity,
naural law has become ther God. Natura law is a description of what has been observed
to happen when certain condtions occur (i.e. thelaw of gravity states that if something
falsfrom thesky it will eventudly hit theground.

Anything contrary to that defies naturd law and therefore cannotbetrue Now | am not
saying that scienceis anti-God. As amatter of fact, science and the scriptures
complement each other quite well.

But when man® knowledge begins to take precedence over God® eternal power, then
they, as Paul writes abou in verse 21, becomefutilein thar thoughts and thar fodish
hearts are darkened. These people refuse to alow room for anything supernaural to exist.
If it cannat beexplained logicdly, then it isn@ true

TheWorld Professes Wisdom (22-32)

Paul is nicely saying they are becoming fods. Paul wrote to thechurch in Corinth, GFor
the message of thecrossisfoolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved, it is the power of God. For it is written, @ will destroy thewisdom of thewise,
and bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. OWhere is the wise? Whereis the
scribe? Whereis the disputer of this age? Has not God made fodish thewisdomof this
world?0

American sodety is quickly going theway of Europe. It is quickly headed towards afall,
much like that of the Roman Empire. My momgave thisto me afew years ago:

The Decline & Fall of the Roman Empire

*Family lifedisintegrated

*T raditional ethical systemswere ignored QA\nything GoesO
*Entertainment became perver se and immoral

*Vad amounts of money wer e spent on military

*Economy collapsed
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Is this history, prophesy or both? Thetruebom again Christian populationis on thefast
track to becoming aminority segment of western sodety. God is beng taken out of the
government, out of schools, out of theevery day lives of mainstream America.

Why? Because it isfoolish to bdieve tha thereis a God who cares and even if thereis,
you don®have aright to force Him onanyoned se. Secular wisdom prevails and the
church appears unale to stop it. Theworld is becoming fods.

And not only becoming fods, but confused. What is replacing God in school? Every
perverted ty pe of thought imaginable. Condams are passed out to those who ask.
Abortions are available for the asking. Homosexudity is taught as a perfectly normal
Qiternative lifestyleQ Discipline is removed and absurd behavior is encouraged.

Teachers who fail students are asked to resign. Teachers who even look at studentsin the
wrong way are getting sued. Kidsare passed to the next grade because to hold them
backOwould destroy ther sdf-esteem. Just alittle Ghote to salfOon Christianity that |
recently read that stopped my dead in my tracks.

This will probably ruffle some feathers. We are nat to have self-esteem. We are to die to
self. We are not live for self-fulfillment, but self-denid. 1t& goodto have alow self-
esteem. We are not caled to think highly of ourselves or to have a positive saf image.
Why is this beng taught in thechurch by people like Robert Schuller?

What eseisreplacing God in the schods? Test scores are modfied so that even mediocre
students look brilliant. Drugsand alcohd are readily availableif you look, butdon®bring
your Bibleto schod.

Verse 24, Paul writes, OVherefore God aso gave them up to undeanness through the
lusts of their own hearts, to dishona ther own bodes between themsdves.OThe more
influence the secularists have, the more God will give them over to ther base reasoning
and dlow them to move toward thegodess sodety tha they arelooking for.

They have @hanged the truth of God into alie, and worshipped and served the creature
more than the Creator.OThese who consde themselves QviseOhave brought us to a place
of decision. Western sodety has now begun to worship itself as the savior of theworld.
Thelibera agenda has not yet reached a climax.

Once Godis taken out of our culture, there is nothing to stop thegod of this world, Satan,
from moving forward to claim his place as the dominant influence of our time and to drag
millionswith him to thefina place of torment, caled thelake of fire.
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Don®try to convince anyoneof theneed to have God in theculture. You®ejust an
ignorant, narrow minded, myth-bdieving bigot who only wants to control theworld and
force your religion down the throas of decent people who know thered truth.
Thereisno placefor you any longer in this world. Enlightened people know whét is best
and Godisnot theanswer.

In 2 Timothy 3:1-5, Paul wrote this prophecy to Timothy, But know this, that in the
last days periloustimes will come: for men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of morey,
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unhdy, unloving,
unforgiving, danderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good traitors,
headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God, having aform of
godliness, but denying its power.O

| redly bdieve that we arelivingin thelast days. Now | know tha many people from the
foundational Apostles like Paul untl now have thought that they werein thelast days.
But don®you just get thefeding that Paul@ prophecy to Timothy is coming to pass?
Don®you just get thefeding that theenemy (another word that God uses to describe the
devil) is cramming for afinal? Thesignsof thetimes are on thewall.

Theworld is becoming fodish, theworld is becoming confusng and theworld is
becoming perverted. Paul writes in verses 26-27, GFor this cause God gave them up unto
vile affections for even thar women did exchange thenatural use for that whichis aganst
naure:

27 And likewise d so themen, leaving the natura use of thewoman, bumed in ther lust
onetoward another; men with men working tha which is unsemly, andreceivingin
themselves that recompence of their error which was meet.O

How can people say that Godis silent on theissue of homosexudity? Why it& being
debated in the church today isbeyondme. TheBibleiscrystal clear concerning thisissue
from Leviticus20:10-13 to Deuteronony 23:17-18to Romans 1:19-32 There are
homosexua s mentioned in the Bible, but never in a positive context.

TheBibleclearly states that homosexudity isasin-period.
We have dlowed theworld and themediato control our thinking. That® probably

because the average Christian spends much more time listening to the media than they do
study and listening to the Word of God. How sad is that?
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Oneof themogt talked aboutissues today isgay marriage. Paul speaks rather openly
about this. (1) It isunndura. Thehomosexua population has apparently convinced
everyoneese, but thechurch (and even some in the church) that what they dois natural.
They were bom predisposed to the homosexua nature.

HmmmE Paul says they have made achaice, not to retain God in their knowledge.O(2) It
is shameful. Even centuries before, when two angels went to rescue Lot and were accosted
by themen of Sodam, who wanted to know them carnally, Lot replied, GPlease, my
brethren, do not do so wickedlyQ

Marriage was ordaned by God to be between aman and awoman and it is theinditution
that Heloves. Oh, theworld doesn®want to heer that today. Try it before you buy it
they say. (3) It isdeserving of pendty. Is AIDS God® punishment for homosexual
activity?

If so, why are so many children dying from AIDS aroundthe world. They would appear
to beinnacent. Most of the children areinnacent. But think about it-Satan doesn@® care
aboutinnacence. He is daing everything he can to drive perversion right into the heart of
our culture. Here@® agood example:

TheNAMBLA (North American Man/Boy Love Assodation)is behind numerous
lawsuits to makeit legd for men to have sex with undeage boys. Ther motto is, Gsex
before eight or its too late.OThe Al DS epidemic in Africais driven by thelie that if aman
with aids can have sex with avirgin, his disease will be removed.

Thetruth istha AIDS and STD@ are ontherise andit is mainly among homosexuals.
From 19992003HIV infections have risen 17% among homossxua men.

Homosexuals accountfor 50% of the AIDS casesin the U.S, but accourt for only 3-
5% of the population. STD@ are on therise anong homosexuas. There are many more
statistics to be quated, but the point is this: Satan is destroying lives and usng a small
percentage of the population to do it.

But if you talk about homosexuality beng wrong, you are agay basher. Paul says the
perversion doesn® stop with homosexudity. Thereis agenera perversion of truth that
alows people to do those thingswhich are not fitting (verse 28).

Thebottomlinein verse 32is that God hasgiven dl wha is called Gommon grace® that
is the knowledge of right and wrong. And even so, Paul writes those, OQVho knowing the
judgment of God, tha they which commit such thingsare worthy of death, not only do
the same, but have pleasurein them tha do them.O
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We are called as Christiansto judge right and wrong Not person@® salvation, but right and
wrong. Thisisanother incredible lie that they enemy has fed the church-that we as
Christiansare not to judge right and wrong. Truth today has become judgment.

So here@® the bottom line. Theworld is standing by, looking at the church and laughing.
We are sanctimonioushbigots who are hypocritica and narrow-minded.

We are portrayed as a people of little intelligence who accept the thingsof the Bible with
blind faith. We need to be enlightened so we can accept everyoneas God@ children and
therefore brothers and sisters.

All roadslead to Heaven. Jesusis not theonly way. Andif we dor@ stop interfering with
therights of othersto live thar lives theway they choos, then we are not Christiansand
we are theones destined for hell, if thereis such aplace.

Wédll, I am here this morning to say that | am not ashamed of the Gospel of my Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Theworld can laugh at me and persecute medl they want. They can
throw mein jail and take away everything | have. They can threaten me, my family and
this church. 1t doesn® change athing.

| am saved by theincredible grace of God. Jesusis my Lord & Savior. TheHoly Spirit is
my guidein thislife. When | first cameto know Jesus, | was baptized in the power of

God, to know thewill of God and speak the Word of God, to aworld without God, that
theworld might receive theinheritance of God and live in the kingdom of God, in the
eternd city of God, where we will worship God forever.

Y ou know Peter was right when he wrote that, (Scoffers will comein thelast days,
walking according to their own lusts.OThat timeis now. Let them laugh. Let them demean
me. Let them persecute me.

Some day they@ see. Some day they won®belaughing anymorein thar eternal resting
place where there will be the wailing and gnashing ther teeth, in the place of fire where
they will be crying out for mercy, in the place the Bible calls ChdlOwhereit will be too
late-too late, because they didn®listen.

And as| stand before the throneand worship the King of al creation, they won®be
laughing anymore. They won®beable to scoff any longer. As| receive the crown of
righteousness and cast it before thethroneand fal down before the Mighty One, thar
snide remarks and hatred for al that isright will bejus an echo from the past.
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Then they will redlize that they should have listened. But until then, Jesus leaves us with
this command. He says, (But | say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse
you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and
persecute you that you may be sons of your father in heavenO

Satan is thegod of this world, but we have overcome theworld by the blood of theLamb
and theWord of His testimony. Amen.



