The Gospel of God

Romans 1:1-7


Well, today we begin our walk together down the Roman Road. The Apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans was not the first letter that he had ever written (that was probably Galatians or Thessalonians), yet it has always been placed first among the letters in the New Testament canon.
It is the longest of his letters and probably his most important, at least in terms of formal doctrinal and theological content. Essentially no one questions that Paul is the author of Romans since he identifies himself as the writer in verse 1 and he makes reference to himself quite often as you will see throughout the duration of the letter.
It appears that he wrote this letter during his three month stay in Corinth while on his third missionary journey (Acts 20:3), to compose a logical and extensive exposition and defense of Christianity.

He was planning to send the letter through Phoebe, who was a member and faithful worker in the Corinthian church (16:1), living in the Corinthian suburb of Cenchrea.

The time of his writing was just before his last trip to Jerusalem where he was planning to bring his gift from the Gentile churches to the impoverished Jewish believers there (15:25-27). After that, he planned on going to Rome and then eventually Spain. His letter was intended to prepare the Roman Christians for his coming.

But unlike most of the other churches whom Paul had written letters to, Paul was not the founder of the Roman church. This, perhaps, was one of the reasons that he felt it necessary to focus so much on the doctrinal content to the believers there.

In his letter to the Romans, no mention is made of Peter because Peter had not come to Rome yet and was probably still living in Babylon at the time (1 Peter 5:13). Paul mentions many of the Roman Christians by name (16:1-23), some of whom he had already met before he moved to Rome (e.g. Priscilla and Aquila). 

And so it seems inconceivable that he would not have mentioned Peter, if Peter had actually founded the church (or churches) at Rome, as some have claimed.

Actually, no one really knows who first carried the gospel to Rome. One possibility is the Jews who had come from Rome to Jerusalem for the observance of Pentecost and who where converted before returning (Acts 2:10).

Peter, of course, was the preacher at Pentecost when they were baptized (Acts 2:14-40) and so this may have been the real source of the otherwise unsound tradition that Peter started the church at Rome.

There were certainly both Jews and Gentiles in the churches (perhaps about four) at Rome to whom Paul’s letter was addressed. The book of Romans contains about 60  quotations from the Old Testament Scriptures, as well as extensive doctrinal sections concerning the place of the Jews in God’s plan (especially chapters 9-11), yet the letter it obviously is addressed to the Gentiles (11:13). 

The date of the writing was somewhere between 56-60 A.D.
Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, uses his Gentile name, Paul (from the Latin word meaning “little”), instead of his Hebrew name, Saul, as the very first word in all of his letters, with the possible exception of the book of Hebrews, the authorship of which is still in question.

Paul’s letter to Romans embodies the most complete exposition of the Christian doctrine in the Bible. Most of Paul’s other letters were written either to churches in which Paul had founded or to individuals that he knew personally.

His church letters were usually written to deal with specific needs in the particular church that he was writing to-often a blend of encouragement and correction. And that folks is your brief introduction in a nutshell to the book of Romans.
Turn with me to Romans 1:1-7

Now, if you were going to write a letter to a young congregation in Rome (which by the way was the greatest city in the world at the time) to encourage them to live righteous lives, what would you write? Suppose this congregation was having a hard time keeping unity and peace among brethren. Where would you start?

The early church that was started in Rome was a landmark for Christians. As Paul said in verse 8-their faith was being proclaimed throughout the entire world. And like all of the churches during the first century, Paul really wanted to see this church succeed. 
In Romans 1:9–15, Paul wrote of his desire to come to them and encourage them and preach to them, but for now he would have to settle for a letter. So where would he 
start in writing this letter? Where would you start?

Paul started with the Gospel of God. It is the unifying theme for all Christians in all places-whether it’s Rome or middle of Minnesota. The gospel is what Christians stand upon and it is by the gospel that we are saved. 
Paul strategically started his letter with the Gospel of God and built his case upon it much like a defense lawyer. Paul was a smart and educated man who once viciously persecuted church-those who were putting their trust in Jesus Christ. 
And by a careful look at Paul’s introduction to this letter, we can learn a lot about the Gospel of God. Paul identifies himself as a “Slave of Christ.” He identifies himself as a “Called Apostle.” He identifies himself as “Set Apart.” 
But set apart for what? Paul was set apart for the same thing that you and I are set apart for as Christians-The Gospel of God. So what about this Gospel of God? What is so special about it? Why should Jews pay attention to it? Why should anyone pay attention to it? Why should you pay attention to it? So what?
 
God promised it beforehand (Romans 1:2)
God promised the Gospel beforehand. It was not something unexpected. God had planned this gospel before the foundation of the world. This was not some “Johnny- come-lately” religion. The Gospel is the oldest recorded truth we have. This is why all other religions are false.

This was especially important for the Jews because God promised it in the Scriptures.
The Jews were proud of the fact that they had been entrusted with the oracles of God.
And Paul here seems to be reminding the Jewish brethren that their Scriptures promised the Gospel that they live by.


The Gospel was anticipated because it was promised. This made the gospel more believable. The Jews should have been anticipating the gospel of God. The Prophets proclaimed the Gospel, John the Baptist proclaimed the Gospel, Jesus proclaimed the Gospel. You’d think they would have gotten it at some point.

By hearing and seeing these things they should have realized that this was the fulfillment of that promise. When people hear unexpected news, they have a tendency to disbelieve or question what they’ve heard. Right? 

However, expected news is more believable and less questioned.

Imagine how Abraham, who was 100 years old, would have reacted to the news that his wife was pregnant had God not promised him a son 25 years earlier. The Gospel was promised through the prophets. The Jews could look in the Old Testament scrolls and see that this gospel was promised. 

Turn with me to Isaiah 2:2–4. Turn with me to Joel 2:28, 32


The Jews were expecting the Messiah-a descendant of David according to the flesh. What does that mean-a descendant of David according to the flesh? The central truth in Christianity is the incarnation of God in human flesh, in the person of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

He was true man, “made of the seed of David,” as foretold by the prophets. His birth was completely natural from the point of conception, but his conception was altogether miraculous. 
He had no human father (although Joseph was his legal, adoptive father, conveying the legal right to David’s throne) and his mother remained a virgin until after He was born. Mary herself was descendant of David and He grew in her womb for 9 months, so He was indeed “made” of one who was the seed of David.

But nevertheless, He could have no genetic connection to either Joseph or Mary. Otherwise, there could have been no natural way in which “that holy thing” could have been kept from inherited sin or inherited mutational defects.

Thus, His conception necessarily involved the special creation of the cell placed by the Holy Spirit in Mary’s womb. “A body has thou prepared for me” (Hebrews 10:5). The body of the first Adam was especially created by God, without genetic connection to human parents; so also was the last Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45). Yet, He was no less fully human than the first Adam, the father of all humans.

Furthermore, His growing body was “made” through natural nourishment in Mary’s womb as He grew and Mary was “of the seed of David.” Thus He was, indeed, “made of the seed of David according to the flesh,” although the specifications for the “making” of His body were contained in the DNA code programmed by God in the created cell.

Did you get that? If you didn’t, it will be on the website later today. That’s what Paul was talking about in verse 3. In verse 4, Paul goes on to say, “And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection of the dead.”
Jesus was fully man-in fact, perfect man, man as God had intended man to be-and He was also fully God. This fact was perfectly demonstrated by His bodily resurrection. The power to defeat death and rise again is beyond all human ability. 

Only the Creator of life, the God who imposed death as the penalty for sin could defeat death. Christ’s bodily resurrection, supported historically as it is by “many fallible proofs” (Acts 1:3), is the crowning proof that He is, indeed, the eternal and unique Son of God.

Did you get that? If you didn’t, it will be on the website later today. That’s what Paul was talking about in verse 4.
The prophet Isaiah 11:1–2 says, "A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 2The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.”


You see, without these promises beforehand the Gospel would just seem like a neat story. But the fact that it was promised makes it much more believable. It’s kind of like calling your shot in pool. 

I can knock three balls in the pocket and say, “Well, I meant to do that!” But if I were playing against you, would you believe me? Of course not! You’d say, “That’s slop PA!” But what if I called the shot beforehand? Then you would know and that’s what the Gospel is. 
The Gospel of God is a called shot, promised beforehand. It’s totally believable and knowable. But God didn’t leave us to just see Christ through the prophecies of Him in the Scriptures. Paul is verse 4 says that Jesus is declared to be the Son of God with Power according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.


Declared with power (Romans 1:4)


Many people make claims today that they can’t back up. This is not true of Jesus. The originator of the Gospel was declared the Son of God with power. He was not raised from the dead and then confined to bed rest for 40 days. 
No man came to his grave to resuscitate Him. He didn’t come out of the grave limping on His pierced feet or holding His side. Jesus was raised and declared the Son of God with power!


The resurrection proved that Jesus was the Son of God. God would not raise an impostor. This resurrection of Jesus was so convincing that it changed the apostle’s lives forever. They went from sheep scattered in the night, to bold soldiers for Christ.


Jesus said in John 8:28, “When you have lifted up the Son of man, then shall you know that I am He and that I do nothing of myself, but as my Father has taught me, I speak these things.”


Put yourself for moment in the shoes of a Jewish man in the first century waiting for a deliverer, for the promised Messiah. You’ve read about Him in the Scriptures. You have been taught about Him in the synagogue. 
You’ve often wondered about His coming. You hear of a man claiming to be the Messiah. You hear about the miracles. You hear about John the Baptist, whom everyone believes to be a prophet, say that this Jesus is the Son of God. 
Now you really start to wonder if this is really the Christ. Then you hear the news that this man called Jesus was crucified and buried. That squashes all dreams that you may have had about this man called Jesus. 
But then you hear that there are claims that He is risen from the grave. You hear His disciples are doing many miracles and signs and wonders in His name. You would have to believe the gospel. You be crazy not to.

The prophets promised the Gospel long ago and Jesus was declared to be the Son of God with power in the Gospel as the Scriptures promised. And as a result:
We have received grace and apostleship (Romans 1:5)

It is because of the plan of God and the work of God in Jesus Christ that we have the Gospel of God. And as a result, we have received grace and apostleship.


We have received something great folks! We have received favor in God’s sight. Because of Christ, one can now be in good standing with God. That is good news! That’s my job-is to bring you the Good News! The Good News is the Gospel of a loving God.

Paul in Romans 3:24 said, “Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. Paul again in Romans 6:23 said, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”


We celebrate birthdays by giving gifts. The day you were born again you received the greatest gift the world has ever known. That gift is the grace of God. Some people never receive this great gift and some do.


But it doesn’t stop with grace. We have also received apostleship. In a sense you could say that we have received grace and duty. According to Vine’s Dictionary this word “apostleship” means, one sent forth, or a mission.


God has given those of us who have accepted this free gift of grace a mission. Those of us who’s lives have been radically changed. Those of us who have come to a  knowledge of the truth in found in Bible-The Gospel of God.

 You are one of God’s elite because He has given you a mission. That mission is to bring about Obedience to the Faith-first, in your own life and then in telling others about the Good News of Jesus Christ. Please don’t go and tell others about the Good News of Jesus Christ if your own life isn’t walking in obedience to Christ. 

Please don’t damage the reputation of Jesus. Don’t claim to be a Christian if you aren’t living by His Word. Please don’t take communion. Please don’t deceive yourself into believing that you are something you not. There are countless people today damaging the reputation Christ claiming to Christians when really aren’t.

You have to live what you say. Otherwise they will never believe you. Some of you may wonder why God isn’t changing the lives of those you are telling about Jesus. Maybe it’s because there is still some area of your life that you have not brought into the obedience of Christ. Maybe you think you’re a Christian, but your not.

It is interesting and no doubt important that in the book of Romans, Paul tells about the obedience to faith at the beginning and at the end of the letter, standing as strong bookends holding the letter together (Romans 1:5 & 16:25–26).


In Romans 16:25–26 Paul says this, “Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, 26but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him.”


It’s not enough to just believe the facts of the Gospel of God. The Bible says that even the demons believe. So the next time somebody says to you, “Yeah, I believe in Jesus,” don’t assume that their life is in obedience to Christ and that they are headed for heaven. You must have faith that leads to obedience. That means you confess before the Lord that you are a sinner, which leads to repentance, which leads to obedience.


Paul tells us that we have received grace and apostleship and that we are also the called of Jesus. The so the question is, “What are you going to do with that?
 
This introduction that Paul made in his letter to the Romans is absolutely brilliant.
He reminds us how the gospel was brought to us-it was promised long ago and declared with power by the resurrection of Jesus.


He reminds us of who we are and what we’ve received-we are the called of Jesus and have received grace and apostleship.


He reminds us that we have a mission, not just to believe, but to bring about the obedience to the faith, and not just in us, but among all the nations.


Have you received this grace? The grace made available through the Gospel of God, which he promised long ago concerning His Son who was declared to be so with power? God is calling you. Will you answer? It stands alone as the most important question that you will ever answer and one that you must answer-your eternal life depends on it. Amen.
