
What Does Jesus Desire? 
John 17:1-26 

 
 
Turn with me if you have your Bibles to John 17:1. This morning as we read John 17 
together, I want you to ask yourself this question: What does Jesus desire. LetÕs pray. 
 
(Read John 17). 
 
What does Jesus desire in John 17? As Christians, sometimes we focus on what we 
desire. Sometimes we focus on what we can receive. Sometimes we focus on what we 
want and need from the Lord.  
 
Psalm 37 says, ÒDelight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of 
thine heart.Ó Philippians 4:6 says, ÒBe careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.Ó 
 
So itÕs not wrong to pray those things as long as we tag the end of those prayers with, 
ÒAccording to Your will or ÒYour will be done.Ó We need to be ok-even if what we 
prayed for doesnÕt come to pass because God is in control. He knows whatÕs best for us. 
If what you pray for is the LordÕs will, it will come to pass. If itÕs your will, it wonÕt. 
 
But what does Jesus desire? In chapter 17 Jesus prays for Himself, He prays for His 
disciples and He prays for all the believers just before being arrested on His way to the 
cross. There are many things that Jesus could have prayed for at this critical time.  
 
He could have prayed for strength, He could have prayed for the support of his disciples, 
He could have prayed for a lot of selfish things-but the desire that dominated His prayer 
in chapter 17 was this: that His disciples be one as He and the Father are one. 
 
The Desire: Unity 
 
Now typically when we read John 17, we think that the unity Jesus is talking about for 
us is simply not wanting us fight amongst ourselves as Christians and thatÕs true. ThatÕs 
a part of unity. But what Jesus desires for us is so much more than that. 
 
Look carefully at verse 10. What is Jesus saying here? Well, essentially what heÕs saying 
is this: ÒWhatÕs mine is yours and whatÕs yours is mine.Ó That folks is unity from GodÕs 
perspective. God wants you and me be one just like Jesus is with Father.  
 
 
 
Unity goes way beyond the absence of conflict. Unity is an unreserved sharing of 
everything with one another. WhatÕs mine is yours and whatÕs yours is mine. 
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ThatÕs unity from GodÕs perspective. ItÕs a total sharing of everything. ItÕs the Biblical 
standard of koininia which is the Greek word for fellowship. The essential underlying 
meaning of koininia is sharing-all that is mine is yours. 
 
However, in our society we have a very different concept of sharing. Our concept of 
koininia is if I have $100 and you have a need, I give you $10 and pray that others will 
give as well. And if IÕm really feeling good, I might even give you $50 and keep $50.  
 
I think most of us would feel pretty good about ourselves if we did that. But thatÕs not 
the unity that Jesus prayed we would have. In verse 11, Jesus prayed that we would be 
one as He and the Father are one. WhatÕs mine is yours and whatÕs yours is mine (verse 
10)-thatÕs the New Testament concept of unity. 
 
Turn with me to Acts 2:42-47. Eric Schultz preached on this a couple of months ago. 
 
Ò42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders 
and signs were done by the apostles. 44 And all that believed were together, and had all 
things common; 45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as 
every man had need. 
 
46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 47 Praising God, 
and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as 
should be saved.Ó 
 
Notice in verse 44, Òall believers were together and had everything in common.Ó That is 
the kind of unity Jesus prayed for and it is the kind of unity He desires for His people 
today. Do you think that kind of unity is present here at RBCC? Do you think that kind 
of unity exists in the larger church today? 
 
How did that kind of unity come about? Was it organized unity? Did somebody say, 
ÒLetÕs all be in unity-hereÕs the plan!Ó No. The unity that came about in Acts 2 was the 
result of a dramatic change of heart.  
 
 
 
No man can produce the unity described in Acts 2. Every time people read these verses 
and try to Òmake unity happenÓ through organizational effort itÕs an utter fiasco. True 
unity is something that must originate from the Spirit of God.  
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Unity is not manufactured. Unity is something that supernaturally comes when God 
touches the individual hearts and causes them to make a free will choice like Barnabas did. 
Turn with me to Acts 4:31-36. 
 
Ò31 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled 
together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God 
with boldness. 32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one 
soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; 
but they had all things common. 
 
33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: 
and great grace was upon them all. 34 Neither was there any among them that lacked: for 
as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the 
things that were sold, 
 
35 And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man 
according as he had need. 36 And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, 
(which is, being interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of 
Cyprus.Ó 
 
Notice in verse 32 this sharing was totally voluntary. All the individuals made the choice 
to share-it wasnÕt imposed upon them by some leader. It wasnÕt a requirement to be part 
of the group. 
 
Today, we are confronted with something very important in chapter 17. A standard of 
unity perhaps beyond what we thought was the standard: For us to be one as the Father 
and Son are one. To be able to say, ÒAll I have is yours and all you have is mine.Ó ThatÕs 
the level of unity Christ desires in our hearts. 
 
Would anyone agree here this morning that we are a long ways from that standard? Would 
you also agree that only a supernatural work of God in our hearts will ever get us to that 
place? We canÕt manufacture true Biblical unity in the flesh. It just doesnÕt work that 
way. Many have tried and failed to manufacture unity in the past and many will try and 
fail to manufacture unity in the future. 
 
 
Ultimately, JesusÕ prayer for unity will be fully and completely realized. Paul writes in 1 
Corinthians 13:12, ÒFor now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I 
know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.Ó 
  
This is what it means to be joint-heirs with Christ. In Romans 8:16-17, Paul writes, ÒThe 
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 17 And if 
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children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with 
him, that we may be also glorified together. 
  
All that is yours is mine and all that is mine is yours. 
 
Here is the glorious truth about our inheritance in God. To draw from the illustration I 
used earlier. ItÕs not that Jesus has $100 and He gives me $50 and keeps $50. Rather, we 
both have $100. We both have it all. We all have it together.  
 
All that God has becomes mine. ThatÕs why the call of God to you and me is never fully 
realized until all that we have and all that we are becomes His. ThatÕs true koininia. 
ThatÕs New Testament fellowship. I still have a long ways to go. I donÕt think I truly get 
it yet. 
 
Unity is a whole lot more than just having a pot luck supper together. ItÕs a whole lot 
more that just enjoying a conversation about the super bowl. Only in our glorified state 
when we meet Jesus face to face will that be fully realized. 
 
In Ephesians 4:3, Paul writes about the basis of our unity. God provides the unity, but in 
verse 3 of that chapter we are told to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
How many of you have discovered that keeping the unity of the Spirit here at RBCC 
requires a little effort on your part?  
 
Keeping unity doesnÕt come easy and one of the major obstacles to unity is selfishness. 
The absence of unity in the church is selfishness. 
 
The Obstacle: Selfishness 
 
Man was created to be God centered. But all that changed when Adam sinned. The fallen 
nature we inherited from Adam is a self-centered nature.  Think about it. When a group 
picture is taken, whatÕs the first face you look at to make sure the picture is acceptable? 
When a new phone book comes out, what number do you check first?   
 
 
We have an incredible preoccupation with self. ThatÕs what Jesus came to deliver us 
from. He came to deliver us from our obsession with ourselves. He came to free us from 
the tyranny of self.  
 
Before we could ever hope to live in unity with others something has to be done about 
that. We must die to ourselves. And until that matter is dealt with in our lives, we will be 
frustrated about the lack of attention others give us and offended by the lack of 
appreciation we receive from others.  
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So much of division in the church today has its roots in selfishness. And this is where our 
relational problems originate. Your biggest problem, my biggest problem-is not your 
spouse, itÕs not the church and itÕs not your boss. ItÕs the selfishness in our own hearts. 
 
We live in a highly individualistic society. The heroÕs in our movies (and least in my 
generation) were people like Dirty Harry and Rambo. They displayed the lone ranger 
mentality and in the end they showed everybody that they were right.  
 
Of course thatÕs not what happens in real life, but the perception is a powerful influence 
and itÕs just one of many forces pulling people a part in our culture. 
 
Robert Putman, a Professor at Harvard, wrote a book called Bowling Alone. In it he 
documents the decline in community life over the last four decades. He got his title from 
this trivial, yet telling example:  
 
He writes, ÒThe percentage of adults who belong to a bowling league today is only about 
!  of what it was in the 1960Õs. That statistic alone might just be saying something about 
bowling. But here are some other statistics: 
 
The percentage of people who volunteer in a political campaign-stuffing envelopes, 
making phone calls, going door to door is today about "  of what it was in the late 1960Õs.  
 
The percentage of active membership in local clubs and organizations like PTA is about "  
of what it was in the 1970Õs.  
 
People are visiting one another less frequently, having friends over less frequently. In 
short, every objective measurement of participation in community is declining. Why? 
Some blame TV. Others blame dual career families. There are probably a number of  
 
factors involved. The point is there are forces in our society which are pulling people a 
part and isolating them and making it more difficult to come together in community. 
Those forces affect Christians as well as non Christians (end quote).Ó 
 
ThatÕs why we must be intentional about being to Òone anotherÓ what the New 
Testament tells us to be. One of my favorite verses in Hebrews is chapter 10:24-25, 
which says, ÒAnd let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 25 
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.Ó 
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I canÕt wait to worship the Lord on Sunday mornings with you. I canÕt wait to preach the 
Word of God to you in hopes that it will spur you on toward love and good deeds. I canÕt 
wait to encourage you.  
 
If youÕre not coming on Sunday mornings with the attitude of spurring each other on 
toward love, good deeds and encouraging one another, something is terribly wrong in your 
heart.  
 
Sunday mornings should not be a burden. Sunday mornings should be a blessing. But itÕs 
not always easy to come on Sunday mornings. ItÕs not always easy to attend that Go 
Deep group during the week. 
 
How many of you have discovered that itÕs easier to walk with Jesus than some of His 
people? I heard a pastor once say that the church would be great without the people!  
 
Living in community is not always easy. Living in community takes a lot of time and 
energy. Living in community is a sacrifice the constantly requires the dying to self. 
Sometimes we get our feelings hurt. Sometimes we have to yield our desires and rights for 
the benefit of others. 
 
Sometimes we hurt others and have to ask for forgiveness and itÕs humbling to have to ask 
for forgiveness. And sometimes we have to just bear with the weaknesses of others. 
ThatÕs whatÕs community is like. The church is made up of a lot of imperfect people. 
 
ItÕs like the group of porcupines that the famous philosopher, Schopenhauer, once used 
to illustrate a point. A group of porcupines were marooned in the middle of a frozen field 
during a terrible blizzard. There was no way they could escape the biting wind. They 
could not borrow into the frozen ground. As they huddled together to  
 
keep warm their sharp quills began to pinch and hurt. The closer they moved together the 
more the pain increased. Some of the animals could not bear the pain and drew a part to 
sleep. When morning came they had frozen to death. 
 
There is a temptation in our selfishness to withdraw and isolate. I think this is at the root 
of why some people are so sporadic on Sunday mornings and itÕs why some people donÕt 
get involved in small groups. ItÕs just easier to isolate and withdraw. 
 
But isolation and withdrawal is not the unity Jesus wants for us as Christians. Isolation 
and withdrawal is contrary to His desire for us and is dangerous for our spiritual well 
being. The solution is not isolation and withdrawal. 
 
The Solution: Love  
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Proverbs 10:12 says that, ÒHatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins.Ó Love 
bears all things, believes all things, love never fails. God is love. You see without love it is 
impossible to dwell together in unity.  
 
Paul sure knew that when he wrote in 1 Corinthians 13:1-8, ÒThough I speak with the 
tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a 
tinkling cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, 
and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have 
not charity, I am nothing. 
 
3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be 
burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. 4 Charity suffereth long, and is 
kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 
 
5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh 
no evil; 6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 7 Beareth all things, 
believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. 8 Charity never faileth: but 
whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; 
whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 
 
God gives us His nature in the new birth. That is the basis of our unity. 
 
But for the fruit of that love to manifest in our lives we must open our hearts to the 
influence of Holy Spirit on an ongoing basis. It is the Spirit who produces the character 
that enables us to dwell together in unity.  
 
What prepared the early church for the unity they experienced in the early chapters of 
Acts? Jesus told them to tarry in Jerusalem until they were endued with power from on 
high. There was an obedient response to that directive.  
 
Paul writes this in Acts 2:1. ÒAnd when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were 
all with one accord in one place.Ó 
 
ThatÕs when the Holy Spirit was poured out upon them and it was the influence of the 
Holy Spirit in their hearts that brought them into the unselfish unity that Jesus prayed 
they would have. After that they stayed full of the Holy Spirit.  
 
In Acts 2:42 Paul writes, ÒAnd they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.Ó 
 
It is our responsibility to obey, to devote ourselves and our time to the right things. But 
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the love that conquerors our selfishness comes from God. In Romans 5:5 Paul writes, 
ÒAnd hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.Ó 
 
To live in unity with one another requires a proactive nurturing of relationships with one 
another, itÕs a denial of self (Philippians 2). ItÕs an emptying of self and a choice to serve 
others.  
 
Paul writes in Galatians 5:13, ÒFor, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use 
not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.Ó 
  
Jesus said in John 13:35, ÒBy this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another.Ó 
 
And all of this has profound implications for evangelism. Why did Jesus pray for our 
unity? Was it just for our benefit alone? Look back at verse 21. ÒThat they all may be 
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent me.Ó 
 
This is the foundation for effective evangelism in any culture: ItÕs the unselfish unity of 
believers. ItÕs the attraction of New Testament koinenia in action. Could it be that selfish 
ambition and conflict between Christians is undermining our ability to reach the lost in 
America? Could it be that our message falls on deaf ears because unbelievers see in 
Christians the same selfish motives they have? 
 
While the social disengagement that is occurring in our society is having negative effects 
upon us, it is also a great opportunity for evangelism. How do we reach the lost in our 
culture? Certainly there must be this authenticity of life style behind what we say. When 
we truly live what we say people see something in us that they donÕt have. 
 
Although the level of connectedness between people in our society has dropped, their 
need for connectedness has not. 
 
Our missionaries in days past have used rice to feed the hungry as opportunity to share 
the gospel. In America, the rice for evangelism is relationship. People are starving for 
relationship. When we give them wholesome relationship and authentic community they 
will hear the good news. The evidence of our lives will compel them to do so. 
 
But there is a price to pay for that because time must be invested in other people. Our 
egos must crucified and we must be willing to sacrifice our own desires for sake of others. 
It means forgiving offenses and asking forgiveness for offenses. It means making every 
effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
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I am not talking about unity for the sake of unity (Ecumenical Movement). 
 
Are you willing to do that? There are things in our hearts that we claim exclusive 
possession of that must be handed over to God for that to happen. What are you clinging 
to that they Lord would say, ÒGive me that.Ó 
 
There is a high price to pay and as I have said before, there is a high cost to following 
Jesus, but itÕs well worth it. ItÕs worth it for the sake of those who need to be saved. ItÕs 
worth it because itÕs what Jesus desires! 
 
The huge redwood trees in California are amazing. They are the largest living things on 
earth and the tallest trees in the world. Some of them are 300 feet high and more than 
2,500 years old. You would think that trees that large would have a tremendous root 
system, reaching down hundreds of feet into the earth. But that is not the case. Redwoods 
have a very shallow root system. The roots of these trees are, however, intertwined. 
They are tied in with each other; interlocked. Thus, when the storms come and the winds 
blow the redwoods still stand. With an interlocking root system they support and sustain 
each other. They need one another to survive and so do we! 
 
Amen. 


