What Does Jesus Desire?
John 17:1-26

Turn with meif you have your Bibles to John17:1. This morning as we read John17
together, | want you to ask yourself this question: What does Jesus desire. Let® pray.

(Read John 17).

What does Jesus desire in John17?As Christians, sometimes we focuson what we
desire. Sometimes we focuson what we can receive. Sometimes we focuson what we
want and nead from theLord.

Psalm 37 says, dlight thyself aso in the LORD; and he shal give thee the desires of
thine heart. OPhilippians4:6 says, (Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.O

Soit@ not wrong to pray those thingsas long as we tag theend of those prayers with,
QA\ccording to Yourwill or O our will be dore.OWe need to be ok-even if what we
prayed for doesn®come to pass because God isin control. He knows wha@ best for us
If what you pray for isthe Lord@ will, it will cometo pass. If it& your will, it won®

But what does Jesus desire? In chapter 17 Jesus prays for Himsdf, He praysfor His
disciples and He prays for al the believers just before being arrested on His way to the
cross. Thereare many thingsthat Jesus coud have prayed for at this critica time.

He coud have prayed for strength, He coud have prayed for the support of his disciples,
He coud have prayed for alot of sdlfish things-but the desire that dominated His prayer
in chapter 17 was this: that His disciples beone as He and the Father are ore.

The Desire: Unity

Now typicaly when we read John 17, we think that theunity Jesus is talking about for
usis simply not wanting us fight amongst ourselves as Christians and tha@® true. Tha®
apat of unity. But what Jesus desires for usis so much more than that.

Look carefully at verse 10. What is Jesus saying here? Well, essentialy what he® saying
is this: QVhat@ mineis yours and wha® yours is mineOThat folks is unity from God®
perspective. God wants you and me be onejug like Jesusis with Father.

Unity goes way beyondtheabsence of conflict. Unity is an unreserved sharing of
everything with oneancther. What@ mineis yours and wha® yoursis mine.
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Tha® unity from God@® perspective. 1t& a tota shaing of everything. 1t& the Biblica
standad of koininiawhich is the Greek word for fellowship. Theessentia underlying
meaning of koininiais sharing-dl that ismineis yours.

However, in our sodety we have avery different concept of sharing. Our concept of
koininiaisif | have $100and you have aneed, | give you $10 and pray tha others will
giveaswell. Andif 1@n redly feding good, | might even give you $50and keep $50.

| think most of us would fed pretty goodabout ourselvesif we did that. But tha® not
theunity tha Jesus prayed we would have. In verse 11, Jesus prayed tha we would be
one as He and the Father are one. What® mineis yours and wha® yours is mine (verse
10)-tha @ the New Testament concept of unity.

Turm with meto Acts 2:42-47.Eric Schultz preached on this a couple of months ago.

(12 And they continued stedfastly in theapostles doctrine and fellowship, andin
breaking of bread, andin prayers. 43 Andfear came upon every soul: and many wonde's
and signswere dore by theapostles. 44 And al that bdieved were together, and had al
thingscommon; 45 And sold ther possessions and goods and parted than to al men, as
every man had need.

46 And they, continuing daily with oneaccord in thetemple, and bresking bread from
house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 47 Praising God,
and having favour with al the people. And theLord added to the church daily such as
should be saved.O

Notice in verse 44, Gill believers were together and had everything in commonOThat is
thekind of unity Jesus prayed for andit is thekind of unity He desires for His people
today. Do you think that kind of unity is present hee at RBCC? Do you think that kind
of unity exists in thelarger church today?

How did that kind of unity come about? Was it organized unity? Did somebody say,
Q et@ dl bein unity-here@ the plan!ONo. Theunity that came about in Acts 2 was the
result of adramatic change of heart.

No man can produe the unity described in Acts 2. Every time people read these verses
andtry to Gnake unity happenOthrough organi zationd effort it(3 an utter fiasco. True
unity is something that must originate from the Spirit of God.
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Unity is not manufactured. Unity is something tha supernauraly comes when God
touches theindividua hearts and causes them to make afree will chaice like Barnabas did.
Turn with me to Acts 4:31-36.

(31 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled
together; and they weredl filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake theword of God
with boldness. 32 And themultitudeof them that bdieved were of one heart and of one
soul: neither said any of them that ought of the thingswhich he possessed was his own;
but they had al thingscommon.

33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of theresurrection of theLord Jesus:
and great grace was upon them al. 34 Neither was there any among them that lacked: for
as many as were possessors of landsor houses sold them, and brought the prices of the
thingsthat were sold,

35 Andlaid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man
according as he had need. 36 And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas,
(which is, being interpreted, The son of conlation,) aLevite, and of thecountry of
Cyprus.O

Notice in verse 32 this sharing was totally voluntary. All theindviduas made thechaice
to share-it wasn®imposed upon them by some leader. It wasn® a requirement to be part
of thegroup.

Today, we are confronted with something very important in chapter 17. A standad of
unity perhaps beyondwhat we thought was the standard: For usto beonre as the Father
andSon are ore. To beableto say, QAll | haveis yoursandal you haveis mine. OTha@®
theleve of unity Christ desiresin our hearts.

Woud anyoneagree here this morning that we arealong ways from that standard? Would
you aso agree tha only a supernaural work of God in our hearts will ever get usto that
place? We can® manufacture true Biblica unity in theflesh. It just doesn®work that
way. Many have tried and failed to manufacture unity in the past and many will try and
fail to manufacture unity in thefuture.

Ultimately, JesusOprayer for unity will befully and completdy redized. Paul writesin 1
Corinthians 13:12, GFor now we see through aglass, darkly; but then face to face: now |
know in part; but then shdl | know even as dso | am known.O

Thisiswhat it meansto bejoint-heirs with Christ. In Romans8:16-17, Paul writes, Orhe
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are thechildren of God: 17 And if
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children, then heirs; heirs of God, andjoint-hars with Christ; if so bethat we suffer with
him, that we may be aso glorified together.

All that isyoursis mineanddl that ismineis yours.

Hereistheglorioustruth abou ourinheritance in God. To draw from theillugration |
used earlier. 1t@& not that Jesus has $100and He gives me $50and keeps $50. Rather, we
both have $10Q We bath haveit dl. We dl haveit together.

All that God has becomes mine. That® why thecal of God to you and meis never fully
realized until al that we have and dl that we are becomes His. Tha® truekoininia
That® New Testament fllowship. | still have along ways to go. | don®think I truly get
it yet.

Unity isawhole lot more than just having a pot luck supper together. 1t& awhole lot
more that just enjoying aconversation aboutthe super bowl. Only in our glorified state
when we meet Jesus face to face will that befully redlized.

In Ephesians4:3, Paul writes abou the basis of our unity. God provides the unity, but in
verse 3 of tha chgpter we are told to keep the unity of the Spirit in thebondof peace.
How many of you have discovered tha keeping the unity of theSpirit hereat RBCC
requires alittle effort on your part?

Keeping unity doesn®come easy and one of themajor obgacles to unity is selfishness.
Theabsence of unity in thechurchis selfishness.

The Obstacle: Selfishness

Man was created to be God centered. But al that changed when Adam sinned. Thefalen
naure we inherited from Adam is a saf-centered nature. Think aboutit. When agroup
pictureis taken, wha® thefirst face you look at to make sure the picture is acceptable?
When anew phonebookcomes out, what number do you check first?

We have an incredible preoccupation with self. That@ what Jesus came to ddiver us
from. He cameto ddiver usfrom our obsession with oursalves. He came to free usfrom
thetyranny of sdf.

Before we coud ever hopeto livein unity with others something has to be dore about
that. We mug die to ourselves. And until tha matter is dealt with in ourlives, we will be
frustrated about thelack of attention others give usand offended by thelack of
appreciation we receive from others.
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So much of divisionin thechurch today hasitsroots in sdfishness. And thisiswhere our
relationd problems originate. Y our biggest problem, my biggest problem-is not your
spouse, it@& not thechurch andit@ not your boss. 1t the sdfishnessin our own hearts.

Welivein ahighly indvidualistic sodety. Thehero@in our movies (andleast in my
generation) were people like Dirty Harry and Rambo. They displayed thelone ranger
mentdity andin theend they showed everybody tha they wereright.

Of course tha@ not what happens in red life, but the perceptionis a powerful influence
andit@just oneof many forces pulling people apart in our culture.

Robet Putman, a Professor at Harvard, wrote a book called Bowling Alore. In it he
doauments the decline in community life over thelast four decades. He got his title from
thistrivid, yet telling example:

He writes, O he percentage of adults who bd ong to a bowling lesgue today is only about
I of what it wasin the 1960@ That statistic aone might just be saying something about
bowling. But here are some other statistics:

The percentage of people who volunteer in a politica campagn-stuffing envel opes,
making phonecalls, going doa to dooris today about " of what it wasin thelate 19608

The percentage of active membership inloca clubsand organizationslike PTA isabout "
of what it wasin the 19708

People are visiting one another less frequently, having friendsover less frequently. In
short, every objective measurement of participationin community is declining. Why?
Some blame TV. Others blame dud career families. There are probably a number of

factorsinvadved. The point isthere areforcesin our sodety which are pulling people a
part and isolating them and making it more difficult to come together in community.
Those forces affect Christiansas well as non Christians (end quate).O

Tha®@ why we must beintentiond about beng to GoneanctherOwhat the New
Testament tells us to be Oneof my favorite verses in Hebrewsis chapter 10:24-25,
which says, OAnd let us consder one another to provokeunto love and to goodworks: 25
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as themanner of someis; but
exhorting one another: and so much themore, as ye see the day approaching.O
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| can@® wait to worship the Lord on Sunday morningswith you. | can®wait to preach the
Word of God to you in hopes that it will spur you on toward love andgood deeds | can®
wait to encourage you.

If you@e not coming on Sunday mormingswith theattitudeof spurring each other on
toward love, good deeds and encouraging one another, something is terribly wrong in your
heart.

Sunday morningsshould not beaburden. Sunday mornings should be a blessing. But itG
not alway's easy to come on Sunday mornings. 1t& not away's easy to attend that Go
Deep group during the week.

How many of you have discovered that it® easier to walk with Jesus than some of His
people? | heard a pastor onae say that the church would be great without the people!

Livingin community isnot aways easy. Livingin community takes alot of timeand
energy. Living in community is a sacrifice the condantly requires the dying to sef.
Sometimes we get our fedingshurt. Sometimes we have to yield our desires and rights for
the benefit of others.

Sometimes we hurt others and have to ask for forgiveness and it hurrbling to have to ask
for forgiveness. And sometimes we have to just bear with the weaknesses of others.
Tha® wha®@ community islike. The church is madeup of alot of imperfect people.

1t& like thegroup of porcupines tha the famousphilosopher, Schopenhauer, once used
toillugrate a point. A group of porcupines were maroored in themidde of afrozen field
during aterrible blizzard. There was noway they coud escapethebiting wind. They
coud notborrow into the frozen ground.As they hudded together to

keep warm ther sharp quills began to pinch and hurt. Thecloser they moved together the
more the pan increased. Some of the animas coud not bear the pan and drew a part to
deep. When morning came they had frozen to death.

Thereisatemptationin our safishness to withdraw andisolate. | think thisis at theroot
of why some people are so sporadic on Sunday morningsand it why some people don®
get invalved in small groups. 1t@ just easier to isolate and withdraw.

But isolation and withdrawa is not theunity Jesus wants for usas Christians Isolation
andwithdrawa iscontrary to Hisdesire for usandis dangerousfor our spiritud well
being. The solutionis not isolation and withdrawal.

The Solution: Love
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Proverbs10:12 says that, (Hatred stirreth up strifes: butlove covereth al sinsOLove
bears al things beieves dl things love never fails. Godislove. You see without loveit is
impossible to dwell together in unity.

Paul sure knew tha when he wrote in 1 Corinthians 13:1-8, Orhowgh | speak with the
tongues of men and of angd's, and have not charity, | am become as sounding brass, or a
tinkling cymbad. 2 And though | have thegift of prophecy, and understand al mysteries,
andal knowledge; andthough | have dl faith, so that | coud remove mountins and have
not chaity, | am nothing.

3 Andthough | bestow al my goodsto feed the poor, and thowgh | give my body to be
bumed, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. 4 Charity suffereth long, andis
kind, charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,

5 Doth not behaveitself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh
no evil; 6 Rgoiceth not in iniquity, but rgoiceth in thetruth; 7 Beareth al things
bdieveth al things hopeth al things endureth al things 8 Charity never faileth: but
whether there be prophecies, they shdl fail; whether there be tongues, they shdl cease;
whether there be knowledge, it shdl vanish away.

God gives us His nature in the new birth. Tha is thebasis of our unity.

But for thefruit of tha love to manifest in our lives we must open our hearts to the
influence of Holy Spirit on an ongoing basis. It is the Spirit who produces the character
tha enables us to dwell together in unity.

What prepared theearly church for theunity they experienced in the early chapters of
Acts? Jesus told them to tarry in Jerusalem until they were endued with power from on
high. There was an obedient response to that directive.

Paul writes thisin Acts 2:1. OAnd when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were
dl with oneaccord in ore place.O

Tha@ when the Holy Spirit was poured out upon them andit was theinfluence of the
Holy Spirit in ther hearts tha brought them into theunsafish unity that Jesus prayed
they would have. After tha they stayed full of theHoly Spirit.

In Acts 2:42 Paul writes, OAnd they continued stedfastly in theapostles doctrine and
fellowship, andin breaking of bread, andin prayers.O

It is our responsibility to obey, to devote ourselves and our time to theright things But
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thelove that conqueors our safishness comes from God. In Romans 5:5 Paul writes,
QAnd hope maketh not ashamed; because thelove of God is shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Ghost which isgiven unto us.O

To livein unity with oneancther requires a proactive nurturing of relationships with one
another, it@ a denia of saf (Philippians 2). 1t& an emptying of saf and achaoiceto serve
others.

Paul writesin Gaatians5:13, GFor, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use
not liberty for an occasionto theflesh, but by love serve one ancther.O

Jesus said in John13:35, By this shdl al men know tha ye are my disciples, if ye have
love ore to another.O

And al of this has profound implicationsfor evangelism. Why did Jesus pray for our
unity? Wasit just for our benefit alone? Look back at verse 21. Orhat they al may be
one asthou, Father, art inme, and| in thee, that they also may beonein us that the
world may bdieve that thouhast sent me.O

Thisis thefoundition for effective evangdismin any culture: 1t& the unsaifish unity of
bdievers. It3 theattraction of New Testament koineniain action. Coud it bethat selfish
ambition and conflict between Christiansis undemining our ability to reach thelog in
America? Coud it betha our messagefalls on deaf ears because unbelievers seein
Christians the same sdlfish motives they have?

While the sodal disengagement that is occurring in our sodety is having negative effects
uponus, it isaso agreat opportunity for evangdism. How do we reach thelost in our
culture? Certainly there must bethis authenticity of life style behind what we say. When
we truly live what we say people see something in usthat they don®have.

Althowgh thelevel of conrectedness between peoplein our sodety has dropped, thar
need for conrectedness has not.

Our missionaiesin days past have used rice to feed the hurgry as opportunity to share
thegospdl. In America, thericefor evangdismisrelationship. People are starving for
relationship. When we give them wholesome relationship and authentic community they
will hear thegood news. Theevidence of ourlives will compd them to do so.

But thereisaprice to pay for tha because time must beinvested in other people. Our
egosmust crudfied and we must bewilling to sacrifice our own desires for sake of others.
It meansforgiving offenses and asking forgiveness for offenses. It means making every
effort to maintain theunity of the Spirit in thebord of peace.
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| am not talking aboutunity for the sake of unity (Ecumenica Movement).

Are you willing to do that? There are thingsin our hearts that we clam exdudve
possession of tha must be handed over to God for tha to hgppen. What are you clinging
to that they Lord would say, GGive me that.O

Thereisahigh price to pay and as | have said before, there is a high cos to following
Jesus, but it well worth it. 1t@ worth it for the sake of those who need to be saved. It3
worth it because it what Jesus desires!

Thehuge redwoodtrees in Cdiforniaare amazing. They are thelargest living thingson
earth and thetallest treesin theworld. Some of them are 300feet high and more than
2,500years old. Youwould think that trees tha large would have a tremendousroot
system, reaching down hundeds of feet into theearth. But that is not the case. Redwoods
have avery shdlow root system. Theroots of these trees are, however, intertwined.

They are tied in with each other; interlocked. Thus, when the storms come and the winds
blow the redwoods still stand. With aninterlocking root system they support and sustain
each other. They need one another to survive and so do we!

Amen.



