Bylaws of RiverBridge Community Church

Article 1

(1.1) Name and Incorporation

Thename of this church shdl be RiverBridge Community Church. For the purpose of
these bylaws, RiverBridgeCommunity Church is hereinater referred to as RiverBridge
Community Church, RBCC, Church, Congregation and shdl belocated at the address set
forth in the Articles of Incorporation. RiverBridgeCommunity Church isincorporated
unde the laws of the State of Minnesota as a nonpiofit corporation.

(1.2) Affiliation

RiverBridge Community Church is affiliated with the North Central District (NCD) of
the Evangdical Free Church of America (EFCA) and shdl whenever possible, send
ddegatesto ther conferences, suppot thar home and foreign missionsand unitein all
mutud efforts for thefurtherance of the Gogpd of Christ in the measure tha the Elders
and congregation itself may decide

Such affiliation shdl in noway abrogéae the autonomy of thelocal congregation, nor its
rightto hold title to its own propety except for atemporary time when seeking and
receiving finandal aid fromthe NCDA (North Central District Assodation) or when
agreed uponby both RBCC and the NCDA unde certain circumstances. Theterms
whereby the district would hold title to a church@ property shal bestipulated in writing,
authorized by aduly called meeting of the congregation and signed by the Elde's of the
congregaion.

Article 2

(2.1) Core Values
At RiverBridgeCommunity Church we value

1) God®Word-the Bible as inerant, infalible and ingpired by God.

2) Prayer-communication with God as vital to pesond and corporate health.

3) People-intentiondly cultivating relationshipsto reflect God@love

4) Evangdism-prodaiming the message of Jesus Christ to all people.

5) Discipleship-building relationshipsthat result in growth toward spirituad maturity.

6) The power of the Holy Spirit-relying upon the continud trangorming power of the
Holy Spirit to accomplish God® purpo.

7) Abidingin Christ-arelationship of love and integrity growing in intensty.

Article 3

(3.1) Mission Statement
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Our mission at RiverBridgeCommunity Church isto fulfill the Great Commission found
in Matthew 28:19-20, Orherefore go and make disciples of al nations baptizing themin
the name of the Father and of the Son and of theHoly Spirit and teaching them to obey
everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you aways to thevery end of
theage"

Article 4
(4.1) Vision Statement
God has given usavisionto:

1) Establish a church tha moves beyond buildingsand into the homes and families of the
community. Theentire fellowship has the privilegeand responsbility of modding and
sharing the Gospd of Jesus

2) Create authentic, real and tranparent relationshipswith those who do not know Jesus
Thislifestyle was modded to usby Jesus Himself when He became a Qriend of sinnasO
(Matthew 11:19).

3) Form small groupsfor the purpose of fellowship, study, worship and prayer. Jesustold
His followers to Qyo and make disciplesO(Matthew 28:19-20). These small groupsequip
the church by encouraging us, strengthening usand holding us accountble.

Faithfulness to God'scalling for the church alows Him to multiply bdievers, small
groupsand churches.

Article 5
(5.1) Statement of Faith

The Statement of Faith of this church shdl bethe same as tha of the Evangdical Free
Church of America (EFCA), which readsas follows:

1) We bdieve the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, to be theingpired Work of
God, withouterror in theorigind writingsthe complete revelation of Hiswill for the
salvation of men, and theDivineand find authority for al Christian faith and life.

2) We bdieve in oneGod, Creator of al things infinitely perfect and eterndly existingin
three persons Father, Sonand Holy Spirit.

3) We bdieve that JesusChrist istrue God and true man, having been conaeived of the
Holy Ghog and bom of theVirgin Mary. He died on the cross and sacrifice for our sins
according to the Scriptures. Further, He arose bodiy fromthe dead, ascended into heave,
where at theright hand of the Majesty on High He now is our High Priest and Advocate.
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4) We bdieve tha theministry of theHoly Spirit isto glorify the Lord Jesus Christ, and
during this ageto convict men, regenerate the bdieving sinne, indwell, guide, indrudt,
and empower the bdiever for godly living and service.

5) We bdieve tha man was created in theimage of God butfell into sin and istherefore
log and only throughregeneration by the Holy Spirit can salvation and spiritud life be
obtained.

6) We bdieve tha the shed blood of Jesus Christ and His resurrection providethe only
groundfor judificationand salvation for all who believe, and only such as receive Jesus
Christ are bom of the Holy Spirit, and thusbecome children of God.

7) We bdieve tha water baptism and theLord®@ Suppe are ordinances to be observed by
thechurch duringthepresent age They are, however, notto beregarded as means of
salvation.

8) We bdieve that thetrue Church is composed of al such personswho throughsaving
faith in Jesus Christ have been regenerated by theHoly Spirit and are united together in
thebody of Christ of which Heisthe Head.

9) We bdieve that only those who are thusmembe's of thetrue church shdl beedligible
for membership in thelocal church.

10) We bdieve that Jesus Christ isthe Lord and Head of the church, and tha every local
church hastherightunde Christ to decide and govern its own affairs.

11) We bdieve in the persond and pre-millennial and imminent coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ and this (Blessed HopeOhas a vital bearing onthepersond life and service
of thebdiever.

12) We bdieve in thebodily resurrection of the dead, of the bdiever to everlasting
blessedness and joy with the Lord, of theunbdiever to judgnent and everlasting
congiouspunishment.

Article 6
(6.1) Authority

All of RiverBridge Community Church is ultimately accountble to Jesus Christ asthe
chief shephed andfind authority over this congregation and the entire body of Chrigt.
The Elde's (induding the Senior Pastor) represent the govening body of RiverBridge
Community Church. The Deacons all other leadership and the congregation are all unde
theauthority of the Elders who are unde the autharity of Jesus Christ.
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(6.2) Senior Pastor

The Senior Pastor is an Elder amongEldersin thecongregaion (1 Peter 5:1-4).
Therefore, the Senior Pastor of RiverBridge Community Church shdl bea man of God,
called by the Spirit of God, tharoughly prepared to handle theWord of God (2 Timothy
2:15), pesondly committed and publicly professing to uphol the Bible astheinerrant,
infallible, ingpired Word of God and to prodaim the Good News of salvation through
Jesus Christ alone

The Senior Pastor shdl beeected by a 100% magjority vote of the Elder team and
confirmed by an 85% magjority vote of a quaum present at any annud or special busness
meeting of the church. He shdl becalled for an indefinite period of time. Upon
acceptance of hiscall, the Senior Pastor and hiswife shdl be added to the active
membership of the church. The Senior Pastor, upan the Lord@ call to another ministry,
shdl give the Eldersthirty days notice viaawritten resignaion.

Should the Senior Pastor demongrate immoral condud, questionable finandal practices
or theological viewstha differ from the Statement of Faith foundin Article 5 (5.1) that in
the opinion of the Elders may require persond correction or termination of his postion,
theHead Elder shdl contact the Senior Pastor and then, if necessary, the Head Elder will
contact the other Elders for an investigaion and evaluation of any appropriate discipline

Should the Elders be asked by the Head Elder to investigate and evalude the alleged
pastoral miscondud of the Senior Pastor, a 100%majority vote of the Elder team is
required (excluding the Senior Pastor). With such a conenaus the Elders shdl assume
complete authority over the Senior Pastor. They may decideto remove him from his
postion or to discipline him in any way tha they deem necessary. Further, if theElders
vote to removethe Senior Pastor from his postion, it will require an 85% majority vote
of aquaum present at any annud or special busness meeting of the church.

(6.3) Elders

TheElder team shdl consst of at least two spiritudly qudified male active members
which indudes the Senior Pastor. Elders shdl be elected by a 100%majority vote of the
Elder team and confirmed by an 85% majority vote of a quaum present at any annud or
special busness meeting of thechurch. The Head Elder (who may nat bethe Senior
Pastor) shdl be elected annudly by a mgjority vote of the Elder team and confirmed by
an 85% magjority vote of aquorum present at any annud or special busness meeting of
thechurch. All proposd Elders will go throughthe following process:

1) Theproposd Elder will be asked to pray aboutbecoming an Elder by the Eldes.

2) If after prayer the proposd Elder feelstha Godis calling him to become an Elder, he
will beasked to gothroughatria period (Iength of time to be determined by the Elders)

so tha the Elders can oberve the character, calling and spiritud gifting of the proposd

Elder and so tha the proposd Elder can alow God to confirm hiscall to bean Elder.
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The proposd Elder will not have any voting privileges during this trial period, butwill
be asked to spend time with the Elders, attend Elder team meetingsand perform other
Elder duties.

3) At theend of thetrial peiod,if the Elders are satisfied with the character, calling and
spiritud gifting of the proposed Elder and if the proposd Elder feelsthat Godis il
calling him to become an Elder, theElders will vote to elect him as an Elder and then
propos him to the congregation for confirmation at any annud or special business
meeting of the church.

The Eldes, alongwith the Senior Pastor, are responsble for overseeing the spiritud well
being of thechurch body. The Elders will also beresponsble to propos an annud
budge tha shdl be confirmed by an 85% majority vote of a quorum present at the RBCC
Annud Budness Meeting. They will aso beresponsble to make budgéary changes
throughouttheyear as needed.

Elders are responsble for the protection of theflodk from dodrind and moral impurity,
first of dl inther own lives and then in thelives of the members of thebody. They are
also to be applying the Scriptures pertaining to thedevelopment of vision and ministry
direction for thevariousministry fundionsof the church.

Elders mug meet the requirements set forth in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:6-9, are
accountble to the other Elders and mos importantly to God, serve a2 year term (1 year
for theHead Elder) and meet a minimum of four times per year. Elders shdl remain an
Elder until (1) ther 2 year term ends(1 year for the Head Elder) (2) they resign or (3)
they are removed for disciplinary actions An Elder may beremoved at anytime by a
100%majority vote of the Elder team (notinduding the Elder that is being disciplined)
and confirmed by an 85% majority vote of aquomum present at any annud or special
busness meeting of the church.

(6.4) Deacons

The Deacon team shdl consst of at least two spiritually qudified active members.
Deaconsshdl beelected by a 100%majority vote of the Elder team, confirmed by a
100%magjority vote of the Deacon team and confirmed by an 85% majority vote of a
guomum present at any annud or special busness meeting of thechurch. The Head
Deacon and Treasurer (who will also bea Deacon) shdl be elected annudly by a
majority vote of the Elder team, confirmed by a majority vote of the Deacon team and
confirmed by an 85% magjority vote of aquaum present at any annud or special busness
meeting of the church. All proposd Deaconswill go throughthefollowing process:

1) Theproposd Deacon will beasked to pray about becoming a Deacon by the Elders
and Deacons

2) If after prayer the proposd Deacon feelstha God is caling him/her to become a
Deacon, he/shewill be asked to go throughatrial period (length of time to be determined
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by the Elders and Deacong so tha the Elde's and Deaconscan observe the character,
calling and spiritud gifting of the proposed Deacon and so that the proposd Deacon can
allow Godto confirm hisher call to beaDeacon. The proposd Deacon will not have any
voting privileges during thistrial period, butwill be asked to spend time with the Elders
and the Deacons attend Elder and Deacon team meetingsand perform other Deacon
duties.

3) At theend of thetrial peiod,if the Elders and Deaconsare satisfied with the character,
calling and spiritud gifting of the proposd Deacon and if the proposed Deacon feels that
Godis till caling him/her to become a Deacon, the Elders will vote to elect him/hea asa
Deacon, the Deaconswill vote to confirm him/her as a Deacon and then propo® him/her
to the congregaion for confirmation at any annud or special busness meeting of the
church.

The Deaconsare responsble for overseeing thefinanda and physcal needsof the
church body.

Deaconsmud meet the requirements set forth in 1 Timothy 3:8-13, are accountble to the
Elders and mog importantly to God, serve a2 year term (1 year for the Treasurer and
Head Deacon) and meet a minimum of four times per year. Deaconsshdl remain a
Deacon until (1) their 2 year term ends(1 year for the Treasurer and Head Deacon) (2)
they resign or (3) they are removed for disciplinary actions A Deacon may beremoved at
anytime by a 100% majority vote of the Elder team, confirmed by a 100%majority vote
of the Deacon team (notinduding the Deacon that is beng disciplined) and confirmed by
an 85% magjority vote of aquorum present at any annud or special busness meeting of
the church.

Article 7

(7.1) RBCC Annual Business Meeting

Thedae of the RBCC Annud Busness Meeting shdl behdd onthefirst Sunday of
December for the purpose of confirming the propased budge, proposng a Head Elder,
proposng a Head Deacon, proposng a Treasurer and announéng the date of the RBCC
Annud Congregationd Meeting. The proposd church budge will be made available to
the membership of RBCC at least two weeks prior to the busness meeting. The Head
Elder shdl facilitate the RBCC Annud Busness Meeting.

(7.2) RBCC Annual Congregational Meeting

Thedate of the RBCC Annud Congregaiond Meeting shdl take place within thefirst 90
days of the new year. The purpose of this meeting shdl beto (1) receive reports of the
Senior Pastor, Head Elder, Head Deacon, Treasurer and other ministry areas of RBCC (2)
confirm anew Head Elde, Head Deacon and Treasurer (3) transact any other necessary
busness of the church. Thefiscal year shdl end December 31st. TheHead Elder shdl
facilitate the RBCC Annud Congregationd Meeting. Any members wishing to submit a
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busnessitem shdl submit in writing such item to the Elder team at least two weeks prior
to themeeting.

(7.3) All Leadership Team Meetings

The RBCC All Leadership Team Meetingsshdl be hdd onamonthly basis (to be
determined by the Elders) for the purpose of fellowship, studying and applying the
scriptures, prayer and persond sharing.

(7.4) Special Meetings

Specia busness meetingsmay becalled by the Elder team. Such meetingsshdl be
announed at aregular Sunday service of the church at least three days prior to the
meeting. Such natice shdl indudethe pumpose of the special busness meeting and only
this purpo<e shdl bediscussed at the meeting.

Article 8
(8.1) Membership

The membership of the church shdl be composed of thos individuds of at |east 18 years
of agewho throughsavingfaith in theLord Jesus Christ have been bom agan, who
manifest thefruit of atrue Christian life, who subscribeto the aforementioned Statement
of Faith and who are willing to suppot the church with ther time, talent and treasures.

Any person of at least 18 years of age desiringmembership shdl complete the
membership application form and return the completed form to theHead Elder. Each
applicant shdl then appear before the Elder team for the purpo<e of giving his’her
confession of faith. The Elder team shdl then vote uponsuch application andif the
person receives a unanimousfavorable vote, tha person shdl be accepted by the church
at the next worship service. If thevote is notfavorable, the matter shdl betabled untl the
next meeting of the Elder team. Any Elder notvotingin favor shdl state scriptural
reasonsfor voting no. Before the next meeting of the Elder team the applicant and the
Elder team will discuss the application. If aunanimousvote cannotbe attained at the
second meeting, the application for membership shall bedenied (John1: 12-12; 14:23
24).

(8.2) Resignation of Membership
Any member whowishes to resign hisher membership from the church shall so notify

the Elde team. All resignaionsshdl bereported to the church at the next RBCC Annud
Bugness Mesting.

Article 9
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(9.1) Church Discipline

Should anyonein the church have a postiond issuewith the Bylaws of RBCC or any
other postiond issues, they areto first goto theministry head of where theissueexists.
If theministry head is unable to resolve the postiond issuewith tha person(s), the
postiond issuewill be broughtbefore the Elder team (induding the Senior Pastor).

Should anyonein the church have arelationd issuewith the pesond character of the
Senior Pastor, Elders, Deacons other |leadership or anyoneelse within RBCC or thebody
of Chrigt, they areto follow theexample given to us by Jesusin Matthew 18:15-17 and 1
Timothy 5:19-20. Based on thistext, we offer thefollowing guiddines:

1) If thereisapeasond offense, theonewhois offended should go and talk in private
with the onewho gave the offense before talkingwith anyoneelse. If he/shelistensto
you, you have won him/he ove (if someonecomes with a complaint aboutsomeone
else, tha person should notlisten to the complaint untl this private confrontation has
taken place).

2) If he/'shewill notlisten, then take oneor two other trusworthy people such as Elders
and confront the offending person so tha the offense may be established by the testimony
of two or three witnesses.

3) If he/sherefusesto listen to them, theoffense should be broughtbefore the Elders.
Those previoudy involved may give atestimony before the Elders.

4) If he/sherefusesto listen to the Elders, the offense will be presented to the church by
the Senior Pastor or Head Elde.

5) If he/shedtill refusesto listen after the offense has been presented to the church, tha
personwill betreated as a pagan or tax collector and will be subject to more discipline
which may indudepublic censure, excommunication, remova from any postion of
leadership or ministry, exclusonfrom al meetingsand disassodation from RBCC. This
disciplineis subject, but notlimited to, thoee whoreject a part or whole of thedodrine of
Jesus Christ (2 John9:11), are guilty of immorality (1 Corinthians5:9-11), are unruly or
walk disorderly (2 Thessalonians 3:6-13), cause divisons(Romans 16:17), are
domineering/guarel some and sectarian leaders notto befollowed (3 John9:10), defile
thar separation from theworld (James 4:4 and Revelation 2:20-22) and those who are
unrepentant of sin (2 Corinthians 12:19-21).

This church disciplineis nat intended for use with people who are non-Chrigtians
Anyonewho doesn't know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior is notapart of thechurch and
therefore is not subject to thechurch disciplinelisted in Article 9 (9.1) (1 Corinthians5:9-
13). Matthew 18:15-17is primarily intended for (1) asin tha has created unresolved hurt
and ange between two or more people and (2) asin tha abdiever consstently commits
withoutrepenting. We acknowledgetha we are all sinnea's, in need of God'sforgiveness
(Romans 3:23). Thegod of confrontationis reconciliation and restoration. It is our desire
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at RBCC to resolve any conflictsthat arise in aBiblica manne.

Article 10

(10.1) Property

Themembers of this church who are loyd to and abide by the Bylaws of RiverBridge
Community Church have therightto ownership and control of the propety of this
church. Should any controversy arise asto whether such loydty exists, thequestion shdl
be submitted to theNorth Central District Board of the Evangdical Free Church of
Americaand thedecision of theBoad shdl befinal. In the case of dissolution, the
property of the church shdl beassigneal to the North Central District of the Evangdical
Free Church of America, to enable said district to renew thework or use thevalues
thereof for further Gogpd enterprises. Thechurch shdl be consdered dissolved if so
decided by the congregation or when the church has not hdd an annual meeting for three
(3) years or when less than six (6) members remain.

Article 11

(11.1) Quorum

In order to condwct busness at meeting of the congregation, 10% of the eligible voting
membership mug be present.

Article 12
(12.1) Amendments

These bylaws may be amended by a 100%majority vote of the Elder team and confirmed
by an 85% majority vote of a quarum present at any annud or special busness meeting
of the church. A written notice of the proposd amendment changes shdl begiven to the
membership of RBCC at |east two weeks prior to the meeting. The amended bylaws may
notbein conflict with the Core Vaues (Article 2), the Mission Statement (Article 3), the
Vision Statement (Article 4) or the Statement of Faith (Article 5).



